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rent successive functions. This original function,
moreover, is probably divided up into one or more
primary functions and various secondary functions;
the primary function denotes the specific activity, the
secondary function can connote important values,
symbolic in character, without any necessary relation
to the other function.

The loss of function does not automatically entail
any semantic impoverishment of the architecture. To
reject reanimation as a kind of treason, above all if a
change in use is involved, is to ignore the fact that
there is an oscillation through the ages between archi-
tecture and history, between a building and the events

that fill it. Architecture, even that which at first sight
seems most rigid, possesses a transfunctional nature.

6. Is it necessary at this juncture to point out that any
building whatever, nevertheless, cannot admit any
function whatever? This is where the concept of com-
patibility comes in. Compatibility is a qualitative no-
tion and cannot be derived from the utility volume of
a building or the amount of income it produces.
Let us observe that the procedure of reanimation
overturns one of the cardinal axioms of modern archi-
tecture: the container comes before contents function
follows «form». The compatibility of a building thus

presupposes prior research into an adequate need for
the building; the problem is to find a hand to fit the
glove. The ideal solution presupposes planning,
which alone is capable of enumerating the installa-
tions and the services which a street, a neighbour-
hood, a zone, a city need. Once this survey is made,
the notion of compatibility permits comparison of the
needs for the available building. This confrontation
ought to engender, by way of a kind of dialogue, the
programme of reanimation in the proper sense of the
word. |
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