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Dear Sw/'ss compaf/vofs
a£roac/,
W/'to to/'s /ssL/e o/ toe Fev/'ew, s
/o/?<7-cbe/7sbec/ w/'sb or toe Or-
grao/'zaf/'oo o/ toe 5w/ss Abroad
and tos Seere far/at /s betor/ re-
a//'zed, oof /easf toao/rs to toe co-
operas/or? or a wbo/e r?e/mber or
serv/ces or toe Fee/era/Alc/ro/o/sfra-
f/o/7 arte/ above a// or toe Fee/era/

Department or Fore/po Af/a/rs.
A/omerons arf/c/es (Tea/ w/'to toe
var/'ed aspects or em/yeaf/on, as
we// as toe pos/'f/on o/ toe Sw/'ss
//Vtop abroad and toe/r re/aP'oos/7/p
w/'to toe bome/and. // /s oo/ a

poest/oo o/ /epa/ tox/s; oor coo/a
ever/to/op bave been menf/'oned.
// yoo wa/?f /o bave more defa/'/ed

totormaf/'on, we adv/'se /oo to pet
to tooc/7 w/'to toe re/etraot oto'ces
aba orpao/zat/oos. /oo w/'// /toa
toe/r aaaresses to a corotop /'ssoe.
l/l/e tov/'fe a// reaaers to careto///
keep this issue, /f coo/atos a

preaf mar?/ toa/caOoos ar?a Ops
wb/'cb are parOco/ar// /'mporfanf
tor toose wbo //Ve oofs/'de Sw/'f-
zer/ar?a. /f /'s toe /tost f/'me toaf a

popo/ar ea/0'or7 bas beer? pob-
//'sbed or toe most /mportaot to-
tormat/or? toat every Sw/'ss abroaa
sboo/a baire at b/'s a/sposa/.
l/l/e w/'sb to tba/7/; a// toose wbo
baire cootr/'botea towaras toe
pob/toat/or? or to/'s /'ssoe.

Fxecot/Ve Comm/'ttee o/ toe
Comm/'ss/or? o/? totormat/o/7 to
ar?a from rrF/'/to Sw/'tzer/ar?a??

The Article in the
Federal Constitution pertaining
to the Swiss Abroad
Article 45bis was inserted in the
Federal Constitution after it had
been accepted in the federal pleb-
iscite held on 16th October 1966
by 491 220 votes to 230483 and
by all the cantons.
1 The Confederation is entitled to
further the relations of the Swiss living
abroad amongst themselves and with
their homeland and to assist institu-
tions set up to that effect.
2 It may, taking into account the spe-
cial situation of the Swiss living
abroad, issue regulations determining
their rights and duties, in particular
with respect to the exercise of political
rights, the fulfilling of military obliga-
tions and to assistance. The cantons
shall be consulted beforehand.

This article represents a political
testimony in favour of the Swiss
abroad. For the first time, the
existence of Swiss citizens abroad
has duly and properly been
anchored in the basic charter' of
the Confederation which thus
offers the possibility to legislate
with respect to Swiss living
abroad, if necessary despite cer-
tain existing dispositions. The
special situation of the Swiss
compatriots living abroad, which
is different from that of the Swiss
at home, is taken into consid-
eration, and the ties with their
country of origin are strengthened.
The «Federal Palace» in Berne
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