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PAUL BUECHLER

With deep regret, we report the
death of Mr. Paul Buechler, of
“Tomirac”, Gill’s Cliff" Road, Ventnor,
Isle of Wight. Mr. Buechler, who would
have celebrated his 72nd birthday on
16th June, died on 30th April, at the
Isle of Wight County Hospital. He had
spent only two weeks there, but his
health had declined over the past few
years. Born in Zurich in 1902, Mr.
Buechler began his career in banking, a
job which brought him to work in
Bucharest and to spend 30 years in
Romania. He eventually joined the Swiss
Legation in Bucharest. Later he worked
for a few years at the Political Depart-
ment in Berne before working at the
Swiss Embassy in Paris. He retired eight
years ago to the Isle of Wight, where he
married. He leaves a widow, to whom we
should like to express our deepest
sympathy, and innumerable friends in
the Isle of Wight. Mr. Buechler was
indeed an active and patriotic member of
the Swiss community in this friendly and
beautiful island. Many of them were
present at the cremation ceremony which
took place at the Isle of Wight crema-
torium to pay their last tribute to a
compatriot whose disappearance will be
deeply felt.

SWISS FILMS AT THE NFI

The National Film Theatre on the
South Bank is staging a festival of Swiss
films beginning on Monday, 4th June.

Here is the list of films to be
shown:

The Surveyors (Les Arpenteurs) by
Michell Soutter on Monday, 4th June at
8.45 and Sunday, 10th June at 6.15.

Charles Dead or Alive (Charles mort
ou vif) by Alain Tanner (director of “La
Salamandre”) on Monday, 4th June at
6.45 and Friday, 8th June at 8.30.

The Wedding Day (Le Jour des
Noces) by Claude Goretta on Tuesday,
Sth June at 6.15 and Sunday, 10th June
at 8.30.

Tonight or Never (Heute Nacht
oder nie) by Daniel Schmid on Tuesday,
5th June at 8.30 and Monday, 11th June
at 6.15.

Swiss Shorts and Documentaries-1
on Thursday, 7th June at 6.15 and
Monday, 11th June at 8.30.

Swiss Shorts and Documentaries-2
on Thursday, 7th June at 8.30 and
Thursday, 14th June at 8.30.

Alfred R. by Georg Radanowicz on
Friday, 8th June at 6.15 and Thursday,
14th June at 8.30.

Non-members of the NFI are
entitled to come except on Saturdays. It
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is wise to arrive early or make bookings
in advance as the two halls of the NFI
are not very large.

All the films mentioned are ac-
companied by one or two short pro-
ductions changing every night. All in all,
the works of twenty Swiss directors will
be screened during the fortnight.

Swiss cinema has come into its own
during the past ten years. While French-
speaking directors have adapted the
French film to their temperament and
understanding, German-speaking Swiss
directors have shown a tendency to renew
the Art from scratch, without God or
Master. But in both cases, this new
generation of directors sees itself as the
critical observer of tradition. Swiss
cinema has developed into a political
factor which can no longer be ignored.

With Soutter’s “Arpenteurs’” winn-
ing the prize for interpretation of the
French Académie du Cinéma and reaping
appraise at the 1972 Cannes Film Festival,
and the success obtained all over Europe
by “La Salamandre”, Swiss Cinema can
be said to have made its international
break. More over Claude Goretta’s latest
film, I"“Invitation”, was highly appraised
at this month’s Cannes Film Festival.

CITY SWISS CLUB AGM

The City Swiss Club held its Annual
General Meeting at the Dorchester Hotel
on 17th April. Once again, this proved
a well attended and lively function. The
meeting was chaired by the retiring
President, Mr. Walter Bion. The Embassy
was represented by Dr. Jurg Iselin, First
Counsellor.

The minutes of the previous AGM
were read by the Secretary and duly
approved. Mr. Bion reviewed the
activities of the past year. He noted that
membership had declined slightly — from
214 to 211 — and mentioned the names
of members who had passed away. The
Annual Banquet and Ball had again been
well attended and some monthly meetings
had attracted more members than usual.

Mr. Franz Fraefel, the Treasurer,
reported that income had fallen with
respect to the previous year owing to a
fall in revenue from foreign members and
in dividends from the Club’s holdings.

In accordance with decisions taken
at a previous meeting, charity donations
were increased. The meeting unanimously
decided that the Swiss Catholic Church,
the French and German-speaking Swiss
Protestant Churches and the Swiss
Benevolent Society should each receive
a donation of £140. This money was
derived from the Tombola at the Annual
Ball. In addition, annual subscriptions
ranging from £10-50 to £52-50 were con-
firmed for the Federation of Swiss

Socieites, the Arbre de Noel celebration
of the Swiss Church, the Swiss Benevolent
Society and the Swiss Observer.

The Club House Fund assets had
decreased by 875 per cent during the
period under review owing to a fall in
the value of securities. This fall was
smaller than that of the Financial Times
ordinary shares index.

The Treasurer suggested that the
amount of the subscription should be
left unchanged despite probable rises in
costs. This was agreed by the meeting.

Taking leave of the Club as
President, Mr. Bion expressed his
gratitude for the outgoing Secretary, Mr.
Ackermann, who had held this post for
five years and he was warmly supported
by the applause of the attendance. Mr.
Bion also thanked his Committee and
stressed how much he had enjoyed pre-
siding over the Club over the past two
years.

Under the chairmanship pro tem of
Dr. Iselin, the attendance proceeded with
the unanimous election of the following
members of the Committee: Mr. E.
Tangemman; President, Mr. R. Suess,
Vice-President; Mr. F. Fraefel, Treasurer;
Mr. L. F. Jobin, Asst. Treasurer; Mr. L.
Simon, Secretary; Mr. H.P. Holinger,
Asst. Secretary; Mr. H. Jauslin, Add.
Member; and Mr. E. Tober, Add.
Member.

Members re-elected as trustees of
the Club House Fund were Messrs E. H.
Burnier, Treasurer, L. A. Chapuis and
B.E. Jaeggi. Auditors were Mr. F.
Augsburger and Mr. O. Brunner and the
Press Reporter, Mr. P. M. Béguin.

Mr. Tangemman then took the
Chair and thanked members for their
confidence and appealed to them to take
part more actively in the regular activities
of the Club, which he said he would do
his best to serve.

SWISS SPECIALITIES

SAUSAGES

CHEESE
CHOCOLATES
HERO CONSERVES
BISCUITS

ROCO CONSERVES

go to

BARTHOLDI'S

Charlotte Street, London W14
Telephone: MUS (636) 3762/3

ALSO FIRSTCLASS MEAT
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Pastor Pradervand elected to honorary
function

Pastor Marcel Pradervand, who was
minister of the Swiss Church in London
during the war, has recently been elected
as President of the Rassemblement des
Eglises et communautés chrétiennes de
Geneve.  This organisation groups the
churches of every denomation in the

canton. Until recently, pastor Pradervand
was Secretary of the World Alliance of
Reformed Churches.

Those who remember Pastor Claude
Reverdin, who was minister in London
for some fifteen years after the War, might
be interested to know that he is the actual
president of the council of Genevese
ministers. Pastor Reverdin succeeded the
Rev. Pradervant at Endell Street.

SWISS OF THE NORTH|

At our monthly meeting on the
6th February we were informed of the
sudden illness of our dear friend and good
member Mr. Paul Lerch and everybody
joined in sending him our best wishes for
a speedy and complete recovery. Our
President then announced his wish to
retire after this year’s Landsgemeinde.
This was indeed sad news for the many
who have known him for such a long span
of time, always so devoted for the well-
being and progress of our Club. He
informed us also of the whereabouts of
the Landsgemeinde Model, originally ex-
hibited at the 1972 Auslandschweizer
Tagung in Bern and now in the hands of
the “Migros Genossenschaft” where it is
busily making money for the refugees.

This meeting was to be the last one
at the British Council House — for many
years our headquarters — and in future
we shall meet at the premises of the
Council of Social Services, St. Mark’s
House, 196 Woodhouse Lane, Leeds.

On the 9th March we met again,
this time at the Foreign Circle, 10 Eldon
Place in Bradford; an evening arranged
for us by our friend Mr. J. Lowe. A fairly
large audience turned up to enjoy a most
interesting and colourful film-show about
the Lake District in all the four seasons,
then on a long journey to the Dolomites
and into Switzerland, stopping at such
famous places as Zermatt and the National
Park and finally down to the far South
into Italy, admiring the sights of Sorrento,
Capri, Naples, Pompei and the smoking
Vesuvius.

During a short interval when coffee
and biscuits were served, our President
welcomed everybody present and in
particular our member Mr. Emilio
Lanfranchi, for whom it was the first
visit to the Swiss Club after his very
serious accident. It was a great pleasure
for us all to see how the “Joie de vivre”
had returned to him.

The most important function in
this series of activities was, of course, our
Annual General Meeting which took
place on the 3rd April at our new head-
quarters in Woodhouse Lane. Our Consul
General, Mr. Rolf Born, was invited and
along with him came his wife and Mr.
Peter Senn, who is the Manchester Swiss
Club’s President. It was a very special
occasion aimed to honour our President,
Professor J.P. Inebnit, who wished to
retire after many years of devoted service
to the Club which he founded shortly
after the war.
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Mr. J. Lowe, the Acting Chairman,
opened the proceedings with a few words
of welcome, after which our two Hon.
Secretaries (Membership and General)
gave us a short report of the year’s
activities. They were followed by our
Hon. Treasurer — our financial wizard —
who gladdened our hearts by announcing
an overall increase in the Club’s funds;
quite an achievement if we consider the
ever-rising costs but somewhat static
income.

Mr. R. Born was then invited to
speak and present Professor Inebnit with
a cheque for £30 from our members and
friends. Our Consul General had been
able to collect a lot of information about
our President’s life and work and con-
veyed to us some of its highlights. I feel
that it would not be his wish that [ enter
into any particulars so more so that his
work is well-known in many circles here
and abroad and that his many activities —
some of an eminent humanitarian
character — certainly are still pursued by
him with his well-known dynamism and
faith and he does not intend to put any
brake to it yet. Although residing in this
Country for over 53 years, his moral and
material attachments to Switzerland are
unbroken and as strong as ever and this
allowed him to bring to our Club time
and time again this fresh air from our
Home Country, keeping our contacts
alive and active. In this he is a master.

Mr. R. Born proposed a toast to
Mr. and Mrs. Inebnit with a “Vin
d’honneur” of true Swiss origin brought
by him from Manchester and a most
beautiful bouquet of flowers in a basket
to Mrs. Inebnit. Mrs. Leathly followed
with a further bouquet, this time from
the Yorkshire Swiss Club. Professor
Inebnit was evidently very touched by
these testimonials of affection and
appreciation and later told the writer
that . . . “his house, with the magnificent
bouquets offered to his wife, was for
nearly the whole month, reminiscent of a
big floral exhibition”.

Mr. Peter Senn, President of the
Manchester Swiss Club, brought the
greetings and good wishes from the
members and friends beyond the Pennines;
and finally Mr. Lanfranchi, for us all,
thanked Professor Inebnit for all he has
done — adding that there were too few
people like him.

True to his spirit and personality
and putting his feet quickly on firm
ground, Professor Inebnit thanked every-

one for the cheque for £30 and told us to
what use he shall put this money. It is
the year of “trce planting” and he shall
ask his friend, the Director of Leeds City
Parks, to plant a number of white chestnul
trees in the Golden Acre Park, the modest
Kew Garden of that City. The ceremony
of the planting next Autumn will be
attended by the Members of the Yorkshire
Swiss Club and their friends as a symbol
of our appreciation for the many happy
contacts we have made in this Country.
From what money is left, he wishes to
plant a couple of fruit trees in his own
garden as an ever-present reminder of the
presence of his many friends.

He ended his well-received words
by proposing a toast to the Yorkshire
Swiss Club, the Manchester Swiss Club,
to Switzerland and the Swiss all over the
world.

Finally Mr. Leathley suggested that
we sing Mr. Inebnit’s favourite song:
“La haut sur la montagne . ..” This con-
cluded a most impressive function, after
which coffee and biscuits were served
and soon, alas, it had to be again good-
byes and au-revoirs.

For the year 1973 the following
Committee was duly elected:—

President
Vice-President
Immediate Past
President
Joint hon.
Secretary
(Membership)
Joint hon.
Secretary
(General)
Hon. Treasurer
Mr. J. M. Lowe
and Miss J. S.
Shaw

Mr. Ermanno Berner
Mr. Arthur Fluck
Professor J. P. Inebnit

Mrs. Edith Lerch

Mrs. Ruth Leathly

Mr. Karl Kagi
Committee Members

E.B.

Forthcoming
Events

NOUVELLE SOCIETE HELVETIQUE:
Open Meeting at the Swiss Hostel
for Girls, 9 Belsize Grove, NW3, on
Thursday, 21st June, at 7 p.m.
Talk in English by Dr. Carlo

ROTARY WATCHES
63/66 HATTON GARDEN

LONDON E.C.1.

We are looking for a
SHORTHAND TYPIST

for French and English

Telephone

MRS. KLABER
at
01—-242 0891
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