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THE SWISS OBSERVER.

DecemBeEr 16TH, 1933.

SWISS BENEVOLENT SOCIETY.
CHRISTMAS 1933,

Christmas is approaching! And with it the
memories of our youth, when we wrote down on
a slip of paper all the good things we wished for
ourselves for Christmas: — the crayons, the
paintbox, the little shop, the doll’s kitchen, the
model railway and what not! Few things were
left out.

But what of the grown-ups and the very old?
Have they their Christmas wishes still?  Indeed,
but how changed these are. Youth may wish for
playthings, but he who has grown old in the con-
stant battle for daily bread or cannot even find
the work to earn it by, his wish is for necessities,
and the bavest of these are a gift to him.

Our kindly compatriots are always assisting
the Swiss Benevolent Society with money and
gitts of elothes and boots to be distributed among
the needy. This Christmas again we are 11)}»0‘11111“
to all those that can spare a gift to ask themselves
what our own wish might lw The answer is
simple:—  TFirst we want your sympathy and
goodwill and then the good deeds which are
engendered by them. l)ul'm“ the past year we
have had ; the privilege to care for 132 families,
132 mn"Io and 635 puu\mnw\ who are nlvpcndcnl
upon ourefforts. It is for them that the good
deeds of our countrymen are required.

You know that on Monday evenings the Poor
come to us at Sw House. Thm lvll us of their
struggles, their pll\d“(nh their hopeless future,
timidly ands with shame in their tired eyes. They
would not ask for help but for the fact that the\
are at the end of their tether, too old to find
work, with all their savings gone, no use to any-
one any longer. Can we nlll\ appreciate their
heroism? (An we look on with cold indifference
and remain lmnm\ul when we hear a story such
as thi * Father has been seriously ill for a
long llnn- There is no money coming in since
the two elder boys have lost their Jol)s and we
are almost without food. They took father to
the hospital but the doctor said they could do
nothing for him and there was no bed free. So
they bmut}ht him back and he is now so bad that
he cannot eat anything at all. Tt is a growth in
the stomach, they say. We have no h(»[w lett and
it will be a mercy when he is released from the
terrible pains he ‘suffers.” — Tt was not till just
betore the end that the case was brought to us
and we did what we could. TLittle enough it was,
but the old man died with a blessing on his llps
in the knowledge that his compatr mts were going
to look after his family.

Then there are the old and infirm, workless
after a lifetime’s struggle, with exhausted sav-
ings; there arve those who, although still young,
have been out of work for too many months and
have lost courage, in terror of the luture crushed
by the misery in dnd around them. tht is to
become of their families? There is the case of the
young woman who finally confessed that her only
food for the day had been a piece of cheese. She
had lost her child and, with it, all interest in life.
Her nerves were worn to rags and she was quite
unfit for work.

We could go on, giving you details of case
after case, each one Wlth its own particular appeal
to our pity, but all alike in their hopelessness and
utter misery. These sufferers come to us after
everything has failed and failed again ; their self-
respect will not let them come sooner. Truly,
the fortitude and dignity of the Poor are amazing !

Have you considered, dear Reader, how little
we know of this aspect ot life?  We who are
kindhearted enough in an ordinary way, we to
whom good behaviour and good citizenship are
as second nature, are we also good enough Chris-
tians to allow this lesson to enter our soul? If
we are, then surely shall we also be ready to do
more for the Poor than we have done in the past.
‘Where and how to give is the purpose and science
of the Swiss Benevolent Society. It is un-
doubtedly wiser to give our contributions to the
Society so that they may be passed on to the Poor,
not as occasional alms but as organised assistance.

Therefore, let this contribution of yours be
just as large as you can possibly afford, let it be
a thanks offering for a good passage at sea or on
land, for the recovery of a dear one from illness
or accident, for the knowledge that you yourself
have passed unscathed through these years of
depression or for any commendable reason, but
let it be large and generous and now. This is
Christmas time, when all of us, great and small,
expect gifts, peace and goodwill.

Our thanks will never cease to be yours be-
cause, by your gift, you will have put us in the
position to do more good than otherwise we could
have done.

Sei zum geben stets bereit,

Miss nicht kérglich deine Gaben,
Denk’ in deinem letzten Kleid,
Wirst du keine Taschen haben.

SERVIR!

Servir! un petit mot-capable de soulever un
monde.  Aujourd’hui plus que jamais, alors que
de toute part souffle un vent de désordre,
d’égoisme et de violence, le besoin de soumission
fraternelle & un idéal librement accepté, le souci
de faire passer avant le sien propre, l'intérét
général se fait sentir.  Les meilleurs re;etfent
tout un ensemble d’affirmations orgueilleuses, nées
d’un individualisme exaspéré et s’efforcent de
revenir aux principes qui malgré tout, demeurent
les pierres angulaires de notre civilisation. Le
Mouvement d’Oxford témoigne des préoccupations
renaissantes. Iin Suisse également un idéalisme
nouveau, se marque de plus en plus. L’autre jour,
parlant a Zurich a un auditoire composé d’étu-
diants, M. le Conseiller fédéral Pilez-Golaz a
magnifiquement exprimé les nécessités de ’heure
présente.

“Lordre nouveau a-t-il déelaré, que vous
recherchez a pour condition inéluctable le r6-
tablissement d’une morale, individuelle et collec-
tive, d’une foi désintéressée. Traquez les profi-
teurs et les démagogues. Ne vous battez pas pour
des textes ou des mots mais recherchez avant tout
les caractéres. Faites confiance & vos chefs, en
montrant un peu plus d’indulgence a ceux qui
vous ont précédés dans la carriere. Ce qu’il faut
au pays, ¢’est une véritable élite, et non une caste,
une élite capable de commander et de-travailler
pour les autres dans un esprit désintéressé.
Servir, voila le salut de ’homme, et vous le con-
staterez un jour, son plus grand bonheur.”

Cette affirmation se rapproche de celle faite
tout récemment par un groupe de ¢ jeunes > au
cours  d’une déclaration reproduite par la
* Gazette de Lausanne.”

On réclame de toutes parts une réforme de
IIltat. Mais ce qu’il faut changer au préalable,
¢’est Uesprit qui anime la société moderne.

La réforme que 'on vise doit &tre d’abord,
doit étre surtout, spirituelle et morale.

Cest ce qu’exprime avec concision et netteté
Padmirable programme suivant, qu’ont élaboré
récemment d’importants groupements d’anciens
combattants. 11 constitue, sous une forme aussi
éloquente que condensée, une charte, un bréviaire
politique et social d’une magnifique inspiration.
La voici:

Servir au liew de se servir.
Remplir ses < devoirs
droits.

avant de réclamer ses

Placer les wvaleurs wmorales au-dessus des

valeurs matérielles.

Réagir contre Uimprobité, la démoralisation
et Iégoisme.

Combattre le sectarisme
formes et d’ou qu'il vienne.

sous toutes ses

Retrouver le sens du foyer familial.

Restaurer la dignité hwmaine.

Restaurer Uautorité, la libérver de Uintoléra-
ble fl/l[l)l)li(_ des partis et des groupements, des
appltits et.des forces d’argent.

Il n’y a, dans ce programme, rien & quoi nous
ne puissions souscrire. On objectera peut-étre
qu’il y manque un mot: la liberté. C’est vrai.
Mais la chose importe plus que le mot.

Et qui ne voit que, pour étre une réalité
vivante, un bienfait dont tous les citoyens puissent
jouir et sentir le prix, la liberté doit pouvoir
§’épanouir et régner dans un terrain débarrassé
de tous les obstacles qui I’empéchent de se distri-
buer d'égale facon pour tous et d'étre pleinement
elle-méme?

Sachons, les uns et les autres, rapprendre
& ‘“servir.”” Tout ce que I'humanité recéle de
beau, de fécond, de généreux, de désintéressé est
dans ce mot ; & nous d’en faire une réalité vivante
dans lintérét commun.

Bulletin Suisse d’Egypte.
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The members and friends of the Society are reminded

- Fancy Dress Ball

will take place on

SATURDAY, JANUARY 6th 1934
at the
Midland GTdTld Hotel, St. Pancras Stn., N.W.
from 7.0 to 1.0 a.m.

TICKETS at 8s. 6d. (in
‘oht meddf@ ivs House,

E.C. (l‘cl Cxt& kgt ‘V)

. Supper during thelinterval) may be

35 Fitzroy Square, W.1 (Tel. Museum

ploym Department. 24 Queen Victoria St..
’[‘HE GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE.
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THE WEST END :
FANCY BAKERY co

Established 1903 : :: Proprietor : W. BACHMANN
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THE LEADING
PASTRYCOOKS,
KENSINGTON,
PUTNEY AND
EAST SHEEN

Pastries Cakes Sweets Chocolates -

BRANCHES AT
262, High Street (Melbury Court) Kensington

174, Earl's Court Road, Earl’s Court

I'l, Hogarth Place, Earl's Court
Station Buildings, Gloucester Road
59, Sussex Place, South Kensington
54, Dawes Road, Walham Green
179 Upper Richmond Road, Putney

391, Upper Richmond Road, East Sheen
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HEAD OFFICE :
50, 52, 54, DAWES ROAD
"Phone : FULHAM 2000 S.w:6
(cdcddaddadcddddaddddcbldclcdeddclelc]

HAVE YOU TRIED THE

NESTLE’S

KINGSWAY
ASSORTMENT @

Each 6éd. carton contains a full 1-Ib.
of delicious chocolates 14 of them
— 12 different centres ! caramels,
creams, nougat — everybody’s taste
is remembered. And the slim car-
ton slips so easily into one’s pocket
or handbag. Above all, too, in
every packet is a free gift coupon
towards any of the wonderful range
of spendid free gifts offered. . - -

NESTLE’S KINGSWAY
ASSORTED CHOCOLATES
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DRINK

ARKINA

FROM

Yverdon-les-Bains SWITZERLAND

Natural
Mineral
Water

Sole Distributors ARKINA EXPORT COMPANY
Thames House, Millbank, S.W.I.

Telephone VICTORIA 4983
0000 A

Schweizer RECORDS of ALL COUNTRIES
p RADIOS and RADIO

Kauft ‘,’el Sent post free. Any Make

SChWeIZer  wiling to demonstrate at Clients House

M. T. NEWMAN cswiss)

2 LOWER PORCHESTER STREET, Connaught St., W.2
off Edgware Road. 3 mins. from Marble Arch
OPEN SATURDAY AFTERNOONS.
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