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The age and structure of dikes along the tectonic contact
of the Ivrea-Verbano and Strona-Ceneri Zones

(southern Alps, Northern Italy, Switzerland)

by Andreas Mulch'*, Matthias Rosenau'11, Wolfgang Dörr' and Mark R. Handy's

Abstract

A 2-3 km wide shear zone, the Cossato-Mergozzo-Brissago Line (CMB Line), forms the contact between two
subvertically dipping basement units of the southern Alpine continental crust: the Ivrea-Verbano Zone (IVZ) and
Strona-Ceneri Zone (SCZ).The CMB Line is characterized by a steeply dipping mylonitic foliation with variably
oriented stretching lineations and syn-mylonitic mafic and felsic dikes. Syn-mylonitic intrusion of these dikes is
documented by mutually crosscutting dikes and host mylonites and by leucocratic tension gashes within the mafic dikes
that display the same sense-of-shear as the surrounding mylonites. Structural analysis of the northeastern end of the
IVZ demonstrates that, similar to other segments of the CMB Line, the CMB mylonites are locally overprinted by a

younger amphibolite to greenschist fades mylonite zone, the Pogallo Line. As the CMB- and Pogallo Lines affected
the southern Alpine crust at different times, dating them clarifies their contrasting roles in the evolution of the
southern Alpine continental crust. U-Pb geochronology reveals that intrusion of the investigated syn-mylonitic
dikes and hence, mylonitization along the CMB Line, occurred in Early Permian time (275-285 Ma). Metamorphic
titanite within the same dikes formed at 173 ± 4 Ma supposedly as a result of discontinuous retrograde metamorphic
reactions associated with crustal attenuation that was localized along the Pogallo Line. Pogallo mylonitization therefore

clearly postdates Early Permian CMB activity.
Structural and U-Pb zircon data support models of the CMB Line as the subhorizontal part of an Early Permian

transcurrent shear zone that accommodated oblique-slip faulting and basin formation in the upper crust, and ductile
thinning and exhumation of the lower crust. The CMB mylonite belt linked Early Permian magmatism in different
levels of the crust by serving as a conduit for the ascent of melts from the underplated Mafic Complex in the Ivrea-
Verbano Zone into intermediate crustal levels that are currently exposed along the contact between the Ivrea-
Verbano and the Strona-Ceneri Zones. In the proposed model for the IVZ these melts subsequently induced partial
melting of upper amphibolite fades metasedimentary rocks making up the CMB mylonites.

Keywords: geochronology, geochemistry, Ivrea Zone, shear zone, melts.

Introduction

Crustal-scale mylonitic shear zones play an
important role in the syn- to post-orogenic evolution
of the crust. However, the interpretation and
correlation of tectonic processes acting in different
crustal levels is often obscured by the lack of
coherent basement units exposing such crustal
levels and their imprecisely known temporal and
kinematic history. The Ivrea-Verbano Zone

(northern Italy and Switzerland) offers a unique
field area for the study of magmatic and deforma-
tional processes in intermediate and lower crustal
levels. There, Tertiary thrusting and folding
exposed magmatically underplated lower continental

crust (Zingg et al, 1990; Handy and Zingg,
1991; Schmid, 1993).This study focuses on the so-
called Cossato-Mergozzo-Brissago Line (CMB
Line), a 2-3 km broad, upper amphibolite facies
mylonite zone within the southern Alpine base-
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ment (Boriani et al., 1990).The CMB Line is
spatially associated with numerous mafic and felsic
dikes and stocks (in the local literature often
referred to as "Appinites"; Boriani et al., 1974)
and forms the tectonic contact between the Ivrea-
Verbano (IVZ) and Strona-Ceneri (SCZ) Zones,
southern Alps (Fig. 1 J.These dikes are important
time markers for constraining the tectonic history
of the southern Alpine basement units.

A continuing debate centers on the extent and
location of Early Permian versus Early Mesozoic
extension in the southern Alpine basement (e.g.
Trümpy, 1992; Schumacher et al., 1997). By dating

the intrusive rocks along the CMB Line, we
intend to test whether one or both of these exten-
sional events were associated with mafic under-
plating. Specifically, we seek to determine whether

Early Permian extensional tectonics were spa¬

tially and temporally distinct from Early Mesozoic

rifting of the Apulian continental margin, or
whether one protracted extensional event, lasting
from Early Permian to Early Jurassic time, effected

exhumation of the southern Alpine crust.
New TIMS U-Pb data obtained for this study

from hornblende-dioritic and muscovite granite
dikes along the CMB Line confirm that post-Var-
iscan, Early Permian transtension of the southern
Alpine continental crust was temporally distinct
from subsequent Early Mesozoic rifting. Mutually
crosscutting relationships between the different
dikes along the CMB Line indicate that these in-
trusives are cogenetic (Zurbriggen, 1996; Mulch,
1999). Whole rock geochemical data favor the
interpretation that the different dikes are genetically

linked and support a structural model in which
melt ascent was fostered by CMB mylonitization.

Ivrea-Verbano Zone

Hamphibolite
fades gneisses^®

Ivrea Mafic Complex
ultramafic rocks

yc occurrence of syntectonic
dikes at the CMB Line

Strona-Ceneri Zone

I I amphibolite fades gneisses and schists
subordinate amphibolites

Pre-Mesozoic Basement

H Permian granitoids (Baveno Suite)
Permian volcanics
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1 I i i i
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M

Tectonic boundaries
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Fig. I Sketch map of the western part of the southern Alpine basement units modified from Zingg et al. (1990)
Framed area is shown in detail in Figure 2.
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Geological setting of the CMB mylonites
and dikes

The IVZ and SCZ represent parts of tilted Paleozoic

basement that are separated from Alpine
metamorphic units to the north by the Oligo-Mio-
cene Insubric Line (Fig. l.e.g. Schmid et al., 1987).
The basement exposed today in map view
comprises a cross-section of thinned lower and
intermediate pre-Alpine continental crust as it existed
at the end of Early Jurassic rifting (Zingg et al.,
1990). Both the IVZ and SCZ underwent
polyphase burial and exhumation during their Paleozoic

evolution (synthesis in Handy et al., 1999).
'Hie lower crustal mylonitic shear zones making
up the CMB Line attenuated and partly exhumed
the southern Alpine, intermediate to lower
continental crust (e.g. Handy et al., 1999). The CMB
Line is therefore thought to be contiguous with
oblique-slip faults bounding elongate transten-
sional basins (e.g. Collio basin; Cassinis et al.,
1995) and Early Permian shallow-level granitoid
plutons in the upper crust (reconstructions of
Handy and Zingg, 1991; Handy et al., 1999).The
broad spectrum of isotopic ages in the IVZ has
often been interpreted to reflect repeated thermal

and/or fluid activity related to superposed,
crustal-scale tectonic events (e.g. von Quadt et
al.. 1993; Gebauer, 1993; Vavra et al., 1999). A
swarm of elongate ENE-WSW striking hbl-dior-
itic to granitic dikes in the originally deep-seated
northernmost segment of the southern Alpine
basement coincides with the CMB Line. The
pervasive mylonitic foliation of the CMB Line is

presently subvertically oriented and is sub-parallel
to older main foliations in the adjacent IVZ

and SCZ, respectively, ofVariscan and Ordovician
ages (Handy et al., 1999). In the Brissago area
(Fig. 1 upper amphibolite facies conditions
prevailed during CMB mylonitization as documented

by local anatexis in the deformed mica-gneisses
and the syn-kinematic qtz + pi + bt + sil + grt +

kfs ± ms assemblage.
It is important to note that the CMB Line is

not the only mylonite belt in the southern Alpine
basement. Locally the CMB mylonites are crosscut

and partly overprinted by the Pogallo mylonites

(Figs. 1, 2, e.g. Boriani and Sacchi, 1973)
which themselves are truncated by mylonites and
cataclasites related to the Oligo-Miocene Insubric

Line (Handy, 1987). During Early Mesozoic
time the Pogallo Line was a low-angle normal
fault zone that extensionally exhumed large parts
of the intermediate to deep southern Alpine
continental crust (Handy et al., 1999 and references
therein). The Pogallo mylonites overprint central
and eastern parts of the CMB Line (Fig. 1). Nei¬

ther the orientation of structures nor syn-mylo-
nitic metamorphic conditions (in the northeastern

IVZ) can be used to unequivocally discriminate

between CMB- and Pogallo mylonites. In the
study area, however, both foliations can be
distinguished because of different overprinting
relationships with respect to the investigated dikes.

Relative age and conditions of diking
and deformation

The CMB Line is characterized by four different
features. First, it is a zone of mylonitic shear within

the southern Alpine basement. Second, it
coincides with a gradational lithologie contact
between the IVZ and SCZ.Third, it coincides with a

swarm of hornblende dioritic to granitic dikes
(Fig. 1 ).These dikes are best exposed at the
northeastern end of the CMB Line near the town of
Brissago (Fig. 2) where fresh exposures show
mutually overprinting relationships of the dikes with
the CMB mylonites. Fourth, the CMB Line is

accompanied by localized partial melting in the
mylonites. Boriani et al. (1977, 1990) were the first
to observe partial melts within the mylonitic host
rock and to propose that CMB mylonitization
took place under high-temperature conditions
prior to the intrusion of the dike swarm. However,
by mapping the overprinting relationships
between the dikes and the deformation in the
surrounding mylonites, Zurbriggen (1996) and
Mulch (1999) found that this composite dike
swarm intruded during (rather than before)
mylonitization in the country rock.

Most observations presented here are based

on detailed mapping of stream bed outcrops that
provide continuous sections across strike of the
subvertically dipping CMB mylonites. In the area
of investigation the common lithology within the
CMB mylonites is a high-Al metapelite with silli-
manite as the stable aluminosilicate polymorph,
and subordinate marbles, metabasites and
metaquarlzites. Metamorphic conditions during
the mylonitization are constrained by the presence

of fibrous siilimanite on biotite-rich foliation
surfaces and the incipient breakdown of primary
muscovite. The occurrence of leucosomes in the
vicinity of hornblende-dioritic dikes is consistent
with uppermost amphibolite facies conditions
during the intrusion of the dikes. These observations

imply the reaction:

muscovite + quartz + plagioclase + water
siilimanite + melt.

At estimated pressures of about 4-6 kbar during

mylonitization (see discussion in Handy and
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Fig. 2 Structural map of the Brissago segment of the CMB Line and the inferred contact of the IVZ and SCZ
marked by a significant change in stretching lineations (after Mulch, 1999). Swiss topographic map grid coordinates
are given for reference.

Streit, 1999), this reaction is consistent with de-
formational temperatures of 600-650 °C
(Clemens, 1984) in the CMB mylonites close to the
hornblende-dioritic dikes. The CMB mylonites
are inferred to have accommodated non-coaxial,
oblique sinistral flow parallel to moderately
eastward-dipping mineral stretching lineations in the
IVZ (Fig. 2 and Handy and Streit. 1999). In the
SCZ, CMB mineral stretching lineations are
inferred to overprint an older lineation of unknown
age (Fig. 2). The interpretation that the CMB
dikes intruded during mylonitization is based on
the observation that some dikes are undeformed
and preserve primary magmatic features (e.g.
chilled margins or magma mingling structures as
shown in Fig. 3c), while other dikes in the same
outcrop are sheared or asymmetrically boudi-

naged (Fig. 3a). The proximity of pre-, syn- and
post-mylonitic dikes within a single outcrop
therefore indicates that individual dikes intruded
quickly and sporadically during a prolonged period

of mylonitic flow (Handy and Streit, 1999).
Another argument for syntectonic diking is

the presence of tension gashes and pull-apart
structures filled with granitic rock within the
hornblende-dioritic dikes. The right-stepping en-
echélon geometry of these tension gashes
indicates an overall sinistral sense of shear (criterion
of Ramsay and Huber, 1983; Figs. 3 a, b). Leuco-
somes at the contact of the hornblende-dioritic
dikes and the country rock (Fig. 3b) are interpreted

as evidence of partial melting in response to
heat advected by the dikes. The localization of
these former partial melts within the necks of the
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hornblende-dioritic dikes indicates that these
dikes had acquired a fracture strength and therefore

had crystallized during deformation.
Evidence for localization of partial melts as dikes
within the mylonites comes from ubiquitous garnet

in granite and pegmatite dikes of the CMB
dike swarm as described by Zurbriggen (1996).
The presence of significant modal garnet points to
melting of a peralunrinous source rather than
fractionation of purely mantle-derived melts.
Mingling of host rock-derived partial melts and
hornblende-diorites led to the formation of isolated

enclaves or 'schollen' of diorite within a tonai-
itic to locally granitic matrix (Fig. 3d). These
enclave-bearing composite dikes are characteristic
for the CMB dike swarm. As above, the schollen
indicate that the mafic melt had crystallized and
attained a strength sufficiently high to enable
fracturing. We also observed dikes of hybrid
composition, some lesser deformed varieties of which
contained schlieren structures (Fig. 3c). Schlieren
structures are diagnostic of low strength contrasts
between compositionally different melts. We
therefore interpret hybrid dike compositions and
schlieren structures as evidence for melt mixing.

In contrast to these structures that result from
CMB deformation (e.g. asymmetric boudinage in
the presence of a granitic melt), Pogallo myloniti-
zation postdates intrusion of the investigated
dikes. Pogallo deformation resulted in the formation

of blocky boudins of dioritic CMB dikes,
highly sheared dike margins without syn-defor-
mational melting in the host rock.

Previous isotopic constraints on the age of
syntectonic dike intrusion

The numerous isotopic and geochronological
investigations in the IVZ and SCZ published during
the last 30 years (compilations in ZiNGG et al.,
1990; Hunziker et al., 1992; more recent U-Pb
work in Vavra et al., 1996) have enabled the
documentation of Early Permian magmatism in three
different levels of the southern Alpine continental

crust: (1) 280-285 Ma volcanics in the Collio
basins of the Bergamasca Alps (Cassinis et al.,
1995; Schaltegger and Brack, 1999), (2) shallow

granitic plutons of the Baveno granitoid suite
in the SCZ (275-280 Ma, e.g. Boriani et ah, 1988;

Pinarelli et ah. 1988; Boriani et ah, 1992), and
(3) post-regional metamorphic gabbro-diorites of
the Mafic Complex in the IVZ (Zingg, 1983; 285
+7/-5 Ma of Pin, 1986).

Vavra et ah (1996, 1999) reconstructed the
zircon growth and recrystallization history in the
IVZ during the Late Palaeozoic and Early Meso-

zoic with the SHRIMP method. They concluded
that high-grade metamorphism associated with
short-lived magmatism and anatexis in the IVZ at
299 ± 5 Ma was followed by the intrusion of the
dioritic rim of the Ivrea Mafic Complex dated at
285 +7/-5 Ma (U-Pb zircon; Pin, 1986).These mafic

intrusives therefore post-date earlier, late
Carboniferous mafic rocks that triggered amphibolite
to granulite fades regional metamorphism in the
IVZ, but that preceded a local post regional-
metamorphic temperature climax restricted to
the rocks adjacent to the Mafic Complex in Val
Sesia (for a detailed discussion see Zingg, 1983

and Handy et al., 1999). The minimum age of this
local temperature climax corresponds to cooling
through closure of monazite at about 273-275 Ma
(Koppel, 1974; Henk et al.. 1997). Subsequent
hydrothermal events at about 210-230 Ma
strongly affected U-Pb and Sm-Nd isotopic mineral

systems of the IVZ, as indicated by several
geochronological investigations (e.g., Stähle et
al., 1990; Gebauer, 1993; von Quadt et al„ 1993;

Oppizzi and Schaltegger, 1998; Vavra and
Schaltegger. 1999).The '"'Ar/^Ar data of Boriani

and Villa (1997) showed very complex
trajectories in correlation diagrams for hornblendes
from mafic dikes of the Brissago area, hindering
the determination of a reliable, geologically
meaningful age. However, they favored a lower
limit for the crystallization age of the dikes at
about 220 Ma. As shown below, this lower age
limit underestimates the actual age of the dikes.

U-Pb ages of zircons from hornblende-dioritic
enclaves in a composite dike (MR091)

Two samples of dikes representative of the CMB
dike swarm were chosen for U-Pb geochrono-
logy. The sample locations are given in Fig. 2.

The chemical composition of both samples is given

in Table A2 The first sample (MR 091 is an

enclave-bearing composite dike that contains
hornblende-dioritic enclaves within a tonalilic
matrix.The second sample (MR 085), a concordant

syntectonic muscovite-bearing granite dike,
was chosen to determine the age of the granitic
end-member of the investigated dike swarm. The
enclaves of the composite dike contain abundant
dark purple magmatic zircon crystals with a short
prismatic morphology and strongly developed
prismatic faces (Gl type of Pupin, 1980) (Fig. 5).
Superficial zircon resorption and microcracking
are widespread. None of the crystals appears to
contain inherited cores, but optical detection was
disturbed by the strong color of most of the zircon
grains. U-Pb analyses revealed very high U and





AGE AND STRUCTURE OF DIKES ALONG TECTONIC CONTACTS, SOUTHERN ALPS

-b
<

3 £

3 £a. ft.
r-

3 x>
0- C1-

f
cx a.0- a.

OD Dû
'S =2-

c.
03

00

co so x oi — w~, cn ix in o- oi — ix,
M M M (N fN M M (N M M (N M M M

r- o- —1 r, Vi ^ c it, vc ^ vc — 3CI (N "1" O", -t r, Tf r^, M r^, MMMriNN(N(NM(NMMfN(N(N

3wn333X3coc03XitXXn M o", ^ -r r, r, r<", Tf 't m m m -MMMfN(N(NMMMMM(N(N(N

m o r- o- co oo
h X M O t Cn (S ro m r- in

t t r, x x u-f ix, ix, -t 3 3CI (N (N (N i/", O

H r> ITI ON '

't lO Tt CO '

CN CN (N (N '

X "t "X — :

c t u h — 3co3coo»3r^3ON X - W~,

UDr-CCtO — - 3 ON O IT, h X
> x t, iC/ x - x ir, — L- c h-

t--333X33it3X'tc03Xh-xr-3(N^ir1Tt"tTtx, x 3 o-
CN co 1—i oo — co3io33co-fo- —
•X »X 3 W~, 3 IX, 3 »X 3 3 se 1/1 ix, I/O

X X 3 3 — ON O - 3 CO X O CO3 ^ 3 M 3 -t «X 3 X X 3 - X
IX, CO "X CO 3 3 3 »X 3 3 CN — 3 CO
00 Wj — O) — — CO — - H -t N -

— Ci IX, —l 3 CO
M M ^ M X(N CC GC 0C 3 O

ITj XI e IX) X ON

it 3 x 3 o- 3it x >x ix 3 3"O M OS in os os
O- (N M it, Of

HH\qt X X, (N (M (N 3 (N '

r--3r-- — r--o~33cNit33X3333CN-"tCOX3cO — — 33 —
(N— CN— CNCOCN—' — — —<- CN

X3it — co330- — itoi — itr--— OC N" — N" X 3 3 3 O- —1 t X, in
CO X CO X X X co — 3 h Os — GC

3 cn —icocnco3cocncn — - n m

'E_-^
.5 .5 .s ~7\E #c c .s .s .S S £ £"a'a. SP'a. g"'S-'a.'o.'cL'S- ex'a.'a.'a.
a. a. E a. £ a. c. S a a. >s a o. a.
C/5C/3 0-C/5C1.C/5 5/5..— (A VI O. I/} CA VI

WO CO 3 3>

r- o 3 o r- IX, 3 — r- X o 3 3 X 3 o- 3 3 CN _ —
'O c«". CN co CO CN CN co OI CN co CN Ol Ol CN O) o, o. CO CN —
+1 +1 +1 +1 +1 +1 +1 +1 +1 +1 +1 +1 +1 +1 +1 +1 +1 +1 +1 +1 —
m. o- 3 3 CN 3 x X 3 'X, •X, r— X Os O, N; +1

3 CO o- o- o- r- CN 3 o- X X CN
CN CN (N Ol CO r- r- 3•o »X, 'X, IX, IX, IX, »X, IX, 'X, IX, IX IX, 'X, 'X, IX, IX, ix, IX, o- Os CN

3
rS rS ro rS H H rS H ro c-s ro ro H o ro ro ro rS — ro

CN CO Os 3wo r- r-- 3
CN — CN CN

— o- r— wo

X 3 3 3 X 3 IX, — X X r- IX, X O- CO IX, 3 3 IX, IX, 3 3 r- ^r
Ol CN CN CN co X Ol IX, (X, CN
+1 +1 +1 +1 +1 +1 +1 +1 +1 +1 +1 +1 +1 +1 +1 +1 +1 +1 +1 +1 +1 +1 +1 +1
O", 3 «X, IX, IX, 3 o- CX, CN co 'X, O- X 3 IX, CO IX,
3 IX, (X, X »X, (X, X co co «x, r- u- r- o» X 3 CN X
IX, »X o- O- r- o- O» o X X 3 »X, 3 3 X 3 X r- 3 o- 3 r- ^r X
O, ex, CO co co co CO (X, co (X, co co co CO CX, (X, CO eo r- 3 co CN 3 co

—<

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 ci ö

3 CO «X, 3 IX, N" IX, N" — 'It 3 3 -T CN 3 3 X 3 It 3 XOl CN CN IX, »—1 IX IX, o-
+1 +1 +1 +1 +1 +1 +1 +1 +1 -H +1 +1 +1 +1 +1 +1 +! jj +1 — +1 +1 — +1
X X r CN CN o- 3 Ol 3 X •X, r- X (X, X +1 IX, CO +1

X CN IX, 3 CO X X 3 •X, t CO r- 3 3 CO
»X •x, 3 r- r- 3 3 3 o- ix, IX f O- X X r- Ol 3 X o- 1t
Ol CN CN CN CN Ol Ol Ol CN CN Ol Ol Ol Ol CN CN CN Ol CO -r CO — X co

ei "t; CO

— 3

3 3 — x3 X U C
OS M X CO
OS WO CO 3

Os CO CN 3co r- x 3co x x r-
CN — CN CN

Ol — X 3

X
s
s

3 CO Os 00 CO 00
r- r- oc 3 3 r-»
IX, 3 CN 3 CO CO

JiîTrçi e iL— -
'S 3 ^ 2 | c 2
s î s S ^ 'EL S

tj- n co —
co 3 wo —3 CN 00 3CN 00 CN CN

!_ s_ TD 3
en ce 3 3
O O O O
o o o o
3 X X 33 =5 O O
O a) a) <U

3 — CN CO 3— (Nr,stir,3UXOs — - -I Z s



62 A. MULCH, M. ROSENAUW. DÖRR AND M.R. HANDY

0.0398

3
CO

0.
CO

o
0.0382

Th contents (^Pb/^Pb < 1). Very high U concentrations

(up to 6800 ppm) in some of the zircons
are probably due to (U,Th)-rich inclusions not
removed during air abrasion (Fig. 5a).

Inclusion-bearing zircons are not the best
candidates for a U-Pb study, but given the high reten-
tivity of zircon under upper amphibolite-facies
conditions, single zircon dating provided the best
method for dating the intrusion of the dike.
Because of their proximity to concordia, five high-
precision analyses 1,2,6,8,14 in Table 1 of single
grains, pyramidal ends or multigrain fractions of
euhedral grains were chosen that yielded a

discordant, but relatively coherent data pattern (Fig.
4a). The analyses plot close to the concordia line,
indicating differential non-zero age Pb-loss and
207Pb/206Pb ages that cluster about 245-255 Ma.
Due to their proximity to the concordia line, the
influence of zircon inheritance on the individual
analyses is assumed to be negligible. The discordant

U-Pb data therefore provides information
about the maximum age of zircon crystallization.
The upper intercept of the calculated discordia
line at 279 +28/-16 Ma (2ct, using Geodate by
Eglington and Harmer, 1991) is a first
constraint on the age of the syntectonic dikes. The
lower intercept in Fig. 4a projects towards 142

+32/-42 Ma on the concordia line and overlaps
within error with a concordant titanite age (analysis

22) from the same sample (Fig. 4d).

U-I'b ages of zircons from a granitic dike
(MR085)

The zircon population of the muscovite-bearing
granite dike (sample MR085) includes a variety of
morphological types ranging from long- to short-
prismatic clear crystals and including grains that
display apparent cores and overgrowths (Fig. 6).
The isotopic signature of these magmatic zircons
is different from those of the hornblende-dioritic
enclave of the composite dike (sample MR 091),
as U-contents and 2nsPb/206Pb ratios are significantly

lower (Table 1 Typically, the zircons show
at least one inherited component of Proterozoic

<— Fig. 4 (a) U-Pb concordia diagrams of zircons from
hornblende dioritic enclaves in syntectonic composite
(MR091 and (b, c) granitic (MR085) dikes at the CMB
Line. Note that analyses 15 and 16 in (c) fall onto the
discordia line calculated in (a) for zircons from the
composite dike (MR091) (calculated using analyses 1,2,6,8,
and 14) which is plotted for comparison only, (d) U-Pb
concordia diagram for metamorphic titanite from
syntectonic Early Permian composite dike (MR091).
Ellipses indicate 2a error.

ms-bearing granitic dike
MR085
ZlrCO^50

280 +/-12 Ma

0.0374
0.266 0.274 0.282 0.290

275 +/-11 Ma
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age (19,20) (Fig. 4b). Analyses 15 and 16 of long-
prismatic, euhedral grains are not affected by
zircon inheritance but are significantly discordant
(Fig. 4c). These two discordant multi-grain
fractions yield 207Pb/2n,,Pb ages of 275 ± 11 Ma (15)
and 280 ± 12 Ma (16), respectively (Fig. 4c). Most
interestingly, they plot exactly on the 279 +28/-16
Ma discordia line that constrains the age of the
composite dike.Taking the ^PhF'^Pb age of analyses

15 and 16 as a constraint for the age of dike
emplacement, the most likely interpretation is

that the granitic dike intruded at about 275-285
Ma. The striking similarity of these ages with the
zircon ages of the hornblende dioritic enclave of
the composite dike suggests that both the
composite and granitic dike share a common intrusive
and metamorphic history.

U-Pb ages of titanitc from hornblende-dioritic
enclaves in a composite dike (1MR091)

The hornblende-dioritic enclave of the composite
dike (MR091) contains abundant light-yellow to
honey-yellow, idioblastic, lozenge-shaped titanite.
Back-scattered electron imaging of these grains
revealed no detectable internal zonation or
polyphase overgrowths. We analysed four multi-grain
titanite fractions.The grains comprising each fraction

were hand-selected to be of identical shape
and clarity. One fraction of light-yellow, clear
titanites yields a concordant age of 173 ± 4 Ma
(Fig. 4d), whereas three additional fractions of
more cloudy varieties project towards an upper
intercept at about 1.3 Ga. This paper focuses on
the interpretation of the concordant data point
(22) only, because the three other analyses (21,23,
24) were strongly affected by minute zircon and
apatite inclusions detected by electron micro-
probe imaging. The difference in age of about 100

Ma obtained for the 279 +28/-16 Ma zircon and
the 173 ± 4 Ma titanite of the same sample shows
that these minerals cither grew at different times
or that the titanite age represents a post-intrusive
cooling age. Microstructural observations
revealed a prominent retrogressive overprint of the

primary, magmatic amp + pi + qtz + ep + hem-ilm
+ ap + zrn ± bt assemblage of the mafic dikes.

Magmatic hornblende is partly replaced by
secondary biotite, indicative of a lower amphibolite/
upper greenschist facies overprint. Coeval breakdown

of ilmenite exsolutions within the tscher-
makitic to ferro-magnesian hornblendes (Leake,
1978) is the inferred source of Ti for the neocrys-
tallization of titanite. Therefore, the concordant
titanite age of 173 ± 4 Ma is consistent with sub-
solidus titanite growth during the Jurassic.

EMP and CL imaging

To constrain the mechanisms that led to strong
partial Pb-loss within the analyzed zircons, we
used back-scattered electron (BSE) and cathodo-
luminescence (CL) imaging to investigate grains
from the same splits used for U-Pb dating. CL
imaging revealed irregular feather-like, convolute
zoning and partial recrystallization within euhedral

zircons of the hornblende-dioritic dikes
(MR091). Oscillatory zoning or zircon growth
around pre-existing cores is completely absent
(Fig. 5).

Convolute zoning is uncommon in igneous
and metamorphic zircon, and its influence on U-
Pb data is not completely understood (Pidgeon
et al., 1998). The hornblende-dioritic dikes at the
CMB intruded a sillimanite grade metasediment
at fairly high melt temperatures. Interaction of
the mantle-derived mafic melt with partially melted

wall rock is inferred to have caused rapid
changes in melt and fluid composition. It is therefore

conceivable that the formation of highly
contorted convolute zoning in zircon reflects closed-

system zircon recrystallization and fluid redistribution

during early, high-temperature zircon
crystallization (Pidgeon et al., 1998). Flence, we interpret

the U-Pb ages of the strongly abraded
zircons to record the timing of zircon crystallization
from the melt and hence the timing of crystallization

of the composite dikes. This process of
closed-system recrystallization has to be
distinguished from (fluid-assisted?) secondary rim-to-
core open-system recrystallization that results in
a stable, U-poor zircon. Zones of transgressive
open-system recrystallization associated with
trace element-loss are documented in Fig. 5 as

homogeneous marginal bands at the upper rim of
the zircon grain. Tliese zones discordantly truncate

central parts of convolute banding and
replace primary zircon by featureless, recrystallized
zircon. We infer that subsequent to rapid Pb-loss
from highly metamict zones, the crystal structure
was locally annealed by late-stage rim-to-core
recrystallization and precipitation processes. The
BSE image in Fig. 5a shows an ingression of a

porous zircon structure ('sponge-structure') parallel
to former growth zones with numerous inclusions
of a (U/Th)-silicate. This secondary transformation

is distinct from the one described above
because high-U concentrations are retained within
the zircon lattice. Consequently, (sub-)magmatic
convolute zonation and precipitation of trace
elements were most likely governed by closed-system

behaviour of zircon as evident from high (U,
Th)-concentrations preserved within individual
zircon grains. Over time, zones of high trace ele-
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ment concentration became metamict and
provided pathways for rapid radiogenic Pb-loss.

CL patterns of zircons from the granitic dikes
(MR 085) are completely different and demonstrate

the complexity of multiple zircon generations

within a crustally derived granitic melt.
Three types of internal structures could be
distinguished: Long prismatic, euhedral grains in Fig. 6a
show magmatic growth zonation and lack inherited

cores or overgrowths. Fractions of these grains
(analyses 15 and 16) provide constraints on the

emplacement age of the granite dikes. Prismatic
grains (analyses 19, 20) reveal different generations

of inherited cores surrounded by an irregularly

zoned domain (Fig. 6b). A third type of internal

structure is displayed in Fig. 6c in which an
inner domain of magmatic fine-scaled oscillatory
zoning is truncated by a domain of sector zoning
followed by a narrow rim with no CL.The mechanisms

of Pb-loss within the zircons of the granitic
dike are difficult to ascertain. The absence of
primary convolute zoning in zircons from the granit-

T'g- 5 (a) Back-scatter electron image of zircon from hornblende-dioritic enclaves in the composite dike before air
abrasion. Note three different domains: i) porous outer zone (upper left) following euhedral crystal faces with inclusions

of a U-Th silicate (ih), quartz (qtz) and apatite (ap), ii) secondary rim-to-core recrystallization of low-U zircon
marked by featureless dark grey zone (upper right) iii) (sub-)magmatic convolute zoning in internal part of the
zircon inferred to have retained primary age information (right center), (b) Cathodoluminescene image of the same
grain as shown in (a) with contorted REE-enriched bands (convolute zoning). Metamictization along high-U bands
is inferred to provide rapid pathways for Pb-loss.
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ic dike that has been documented for MR091
allows some inferences concerning the T-X-condi-
tions at the time of dike emplacement. As both
dikes investigated in this study intruded the same
lower crustal environment and experienced the
same series of metamorphic events within the
CMB mylonites, primary differences in composition

and melt temperatures (associated with
different fluid mobilization in the country rock)
probably played an important role during the
formation of zoning patterns in magmatic zircon.

To conclude this section, we have shown that
granitic and composite dikes along the CMB Line
intruded contemporaneously in Early Permian
time (275-285 Ma). This suggests that there is a

link between these dikes and the Early Permian
gabbro-diorites at the rim of the Mafic Complex in
originally deeper parts of the 1VZ exposed to the
southwest (Fig. 1). In the next section, we use geo-
chemical data to explore this possible link and the
mechanisms by which melts evolved within the
lower and intermediate southern Alpine crust.

Chemistry of CMB dikes and stocks

The members of the CMB dike swarm fall into
three petrographically distinct populations: (1)
hornblende-dioritic dikes and stocks, (2) granitic
dikes and (3) composite dikes showing magmatic
mingling of the two aforementioned end-members.

Geochemically. the dike swarm represents a
medium to high-K calc-alkaline suite that spans
the whole range from monzo-gabbros via diorites
and granodiorites to granites (Fig. 7 and Boriani
et al., 1974; Giobbi Origoni et al., 1988; Pinarel-
li et al., 1988; Boriani et al., 1995). This wide
range of chemical composition suggests that the
CMB dike swarm is the genetic link between
dominantly mantle-derived rocks from the rim of
the Mafic Complex of the IVZ and hybrid (crust-
and mantle-derived) granitoids of the SCZ.

preted to represent the least evolved and mafic
enclaves the most chemically evolved samples of
hornblende-diorites.The leucocratic matrix in the
composite dikes, though poor in modal K-feld-
spar. is chemically almost identical to the composition

of the muscovite-bearing granitic dikes.

MAJOR ELEMENT COMPOSITION AND
CLASSIFICATION OF THE SAMPLES

The major element compositions of the analyzed
samples (Table Al) fall within the field of the
CMB dike swarm when plotted on the TAS
diagram and the AFM triangular plot where they
display a large compositional gap as expected for
end members of the intrusive suite (Fig. 7).
Because of strongly contrasting differentiation indices

(e.g. Si and Zr contents, rare earth element
(REE) fractionation, Eu-anomaly, and ratios of
Rb/Sr and Nb/Y,Table Al) mafic stocks are inter-

Fig. 6 Cathodoluminescence (CL) images of zircons
from muscovite-bearing granite dike (MR085). (a)
euhedral prismatic zircon used for analyses 15 and 16.

These zircons preserve a magmatic zonation and lack
any kind of inherited cores or overgrowths, (b) Euhedral

zircon containing rounded inherited cores (center).
Cores sit within an irregularly zoned internal domain
that itself is rimmed by a low-CL domain at the pyramidal

ends of the grain, (c) Magmatic oscillatory zoning in
the center is truncated by dark gray bands of less regularly

zoned zircon and a narrow rim showing no CL.
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TRACE ELEMENT DISTRIBUTION

Trace element compositions of the granitic samples

are close to mean values of S-type granite
(Whalen et al. 1987) and amphibolite fades crust
(Weaver and Tarney, 1981). A comparison be-

Fig. 7 (a) Total alkali vs. Si02 (TAS) plot with classification

of subalkalic plutonic rocks after Wilson (1989).
Note that pyroxene-free CMB hornblende-dioritic
dikes plot in the gabbro field due to high modal
amounts of primary hornblende and biotite that are low
in Si02 with respect to pyroxene. These low-SiO,
hornblende-dioritic dikes (filled circles and diamond) are
therefore interpreted as being close to one end-member
composition of the CMB dike swarm, (b) AFM ternary
plot with tholeiitic to calc-alkaline division. Data defining

fields of Mafic Complex, CMB dike swarm and
Baveno granitoids in (a) and (b) are from Boriani et al.
(1974), Giobbi Origoni et al. (1988), Pinarelli et al.
(1988), Boriani et al. (1992), Boriani et al. (1995), Sini-
goi et al. (1994) and Zijrbriggen (1996).

tween the incompatible element signatures of the
granitic samples with the metasediments of the
ÏVZ (data from Schnetger et al., 1994) clearly
demonstrates their intimate relationship (Fig. 8a).
However, two significant differences in their
incompatible element signatures exist: (1) the
relatively high Sr contents of the partial melts and (2)
their relatively low contents of Ti, Y and heavy
REE (HREE. Er-Lu in this plot represented by
Yb). These differences are related to the meta-
morphic conditions during segregation:

(1) Sr-enriched partial melts necessitate a high
degree of melting of feldspar and suggest melting
in the presence of a fluid phase (Harris and
Inger, 1992). This is in accord with the aforementioned

reaction:

muscovite + quartz + plagioclase + water
sillimanite + melt

as proposed for the mylonitic host rock. Large
melt fractions (up to 45 vol%) are expected for
vapour-present melting by Clemens (1984) and
Harris and Inger (1992) and are accounted for
by the widespread occurrence of granites, pegmatites

and pegmatoids that are spatially associated
with the CMB Line (Fig. 2 and e.g. Zurbriggen,
1996).

(2) Y and HREE depletion of partial melts
with respect to their protolith manifests the presence

of garnet as a stable restite phase, whereas
lower Ti contents of the partial melt suggest that
biotite was also a restitic phase during melt
segregation. Both phases are ubiquitous in the mylonitic

host rock.
Figure 8b displays the chondrite-normalized

REE pattern of the hornblende-dioritic and
muscovite granite end-members of the CMB dike
swarm. The REE patterns of the granite dikes are
subparallel and show a strong fractionation from
light REE (LREE: La-Nd) to HREE ((La/Yb)N

23-40) and no significant Eu-anomaly ((Eu/
Eu*)n 0.85-1.2) when normalized to chondrite
(N). These features support the hypothesis that
granitic melts were segregated from a garnet-bearing

protolith and indicate that their composition
was not affected by differentiation involving feldspar

fractionation, i.e., granitic melts were true partial

melts from the metasedimentary host rock.
The REE patterns of hornblende-diorites (Fig.

8b) show a systematic REE variation, with the
LREE becoming successively enriched from the
mafic stock sample to the mafic enclave sample,
concurrent with successive depletion of HREE.
This systematic variation from slightly fractionated

REE patterns displayed by the mafic stock
((La/Yb)N 3.8) to moderately fractionated REE
patterns of the mafic enclave ((La/Yb)N 9.0) is

CMB granites

n leucosome in
composite dikes

• CMB Hbl-diorites

CMB mafic stock

N32O + K2O
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granitoids
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taken as evidence that mixing of the hornblende-
diorite with the highly REE-fractionated CMB
granites occurred during their chemical evolution.
Fractional crystallization of hornblende is a process

that accounts for the tilt between steep
LREE patterns and flat MREE+HREE patterns
of the hornblende-diorites. The lack of a significant

Eu-anomaly ((Eu/Eu*)N 0.95-1.0) suggests
that plagioclase fractionation was not an important

mechanism.

RELATIONSHIPS TO REGIONAL EARLY
PERMIAN MAGMATISM AND

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE CMB DIKES

Figures 8c and d display the incompatible element
signatures of CMB dikes in comparison with
those from the SCZ Baveno granitoids and mafic
rock samples of the IVZ Mafic Complex. Rocks
of comparable composition and petrography as

the hornblende-diorites of the CMB dike swarm
occur as enclaves and dikes of similar age within
the Early Permian dioritic rim of the Mafic Complex

(Sinigoi et al., 1994). As shown in Fig. 8d, the
mafic stock sample (representing the most primitive

composition of the CMB dike swarm) has an
almost identical incompatible element signature
as the Early Permian enclaves and dikes of the
Mafic Complex. This suggests a common origin
during the late stages of Early Permian magmatic
underplating. Only the positive Rb-anomaly is

unique for the CMB dike swarm and may be
attributed to the absorption of metamorphic fluids
during magma ascent through deep-crustal levels
where biotite dehydration breakdown reactions
at the amphibolite-granulite facies transition may
have produced Rb-rich fluids.

The SCZ granitoids consist of several granodi-
oritic and granitic plutons that were emplaced
during Early Permian time within intermediate to
upper crustal levels. A common genesis by
fractional crystallization processes has been proposed
for this suite (Boriani et al., 1992). Isotope data
indicate that these rocks were hybrid magmas
comprising both mantle and crustal components
(Pinarelli et al., 1988). The granitoids are
believed either to have developed by fractional
crystallization of mantle-derived melts from the same
source that formed the Mafic Complex (Pin and

Sills, 1986; Voshage et al., 1990; Boriani et al.,
1992; Boriani et al., 1995) or to result from
dehydration melting of a fertile crust, where partial
melts mixed with mafic melts (Sinigoi 1994). Figure

8c shows the incompatible element signature
of the CMB hornblende-diorites compared to
representative samples of the SCZ Baveno grani¬

toids (see compilation in Boriani et al., 1992).
The generally lower LILE contents of the CMB
hornblende-diorites as well as their lack of
pronounced negative Sr- and Ti-anomalies are
characteristic of the SCZ granitoids and constrain the

possible differentiation processes. Assimilation of
LILE-rich and Ti-poor partial melts represented
by the CMB granitoids, and fractional crystallization

of plagioclase and hornblende are shown
below to be viable processes to produce the SCZ
granitoid pattern from the pattern observed in the
CMB hornblende-diorites.

Trace element modelling

To test these petrogenetic hypotheses, we calculated

the effects of the individual mechanisms
(partial melting, assimilation of partial melts,
fractional crystallization) on the Rb, Sr, Nb and Y
concentrations of the different magmas (for the
constituting formulas and parameters see Appendix).

We emphasize that applying a single set of
model parameters, for example, assuming
constant distribution coefficients as well as perfect
AFC and FC, may grossly oversimplify the complex

melting and mixing processes that might be

expected for melt generation in a compositionally
heterogeneous crust. However, the results
obtained should be regarded as one possible mechanism

that, when properly supported by independent

structural and geochronological evidence, can
provide additional information on melt ascent and
the interaction of melts from different sources.

Figure 8e displays the starting compositions
(boxes), the SCZ granitoid field and the evolution
trajectories on a Nb/Y vs. Rb/Sr diagram.This plot
discriminates the proposed mechanisms, as the
Nb/Y ratio is an index for garnet-present partial
melting as well as hornblende fractionation,
whereas the Rb/Sr ratio is a common index for
feldspar fractionation.

The chemical model for partial melting
describes the segregation of eutectic partial melts
from the IVZ metasedimentary country rock
(source S in Fig. 8e) due to water-present breakdown

of muscovite assuming garnet as a restitic
phase and non-modal batch melting (Shaw, 197Ü).

Extraction of a melt fraction Fra 30 wt% fits the
observed high-Sr, low-Y composition of the CMB
granites (A in Fig. 8e). The chemical model that
reproduces the SCZ granites from the CMB
hornblende-diorites (X„ in Fig. 8e) involves two
evolutionary stages. During a first stage of assimilation
and fractional crystallization (AFC, DePaolo
1981), 30% fractional crystallization of equal
amounts of hornblende and plagioclase accompa-
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nied bv 15 % assimilation (assimilation-to-crystal-
lization raitio r 0.5) of an partial melt with the
composition of the CMB-granites (assimilant A in
Fig. 8e) yiiell an intermediate, hybrid melt (X! in
Fig. 8e) which is significantly depleted in Y and
slightly depleted in Sr. A second stage (FC) is
controlled by fractional crystallization of plagioclase
and minor amounts of titanite but no further crus-
tal contamination (r 0). After 60% fractionation,

a hybrid granitic magma is obtained from the
X, composition that is characterized by moderate
Y concentrations and very low Sr contents similar
to the most differentiated rocks of the SCZ
Baveno granitoids (X, in Fig. 8e).

Discussion

Before discussing the age data, we point out that
the dated samples MR091 and MR085 were
collected because they contain key structural
relationships within both the composite and granitic
members of the syntectonic CMB dike swarm.
Hence, the 'starting material' for U-Pb geo-
chronology was less than ideal from a mineralogi-
cal standpoint and the ages of the two U-Pb
zircon data sets presented here are not as accurate as

those obtained in recent high-precision U-Pb
studies (e.g. Schaltegger, 1993; Corfu, 1996).
Nevertheless, the ages of the two data sets are
internally consistent and are also in accord with the
mutual overprinting relationships of the dikes
and the CMB mylonites.

The 279 +28/—16 Ma upper intercept for the
least discordant zircons from the hbl-dioritic
enclave and the 275 ± 11 Ma and 280 ±12 Ma 207Pb/

2°6pb ages for (he magmatic zircon fractions from
the granitic dike allow us to constrain the age of
CMB diking to the Early Permian time span
from 275 to 285 Ma. Thus, syn-mylonitic intrusion

of the CMB dikes clearly post-dated the 321
± 2 Ma Late Variscan intrusion of leucotonalitic
dikes in the SCZ obtained from Pb-Pb step leaching

of magmatic garnets (Zurbriggen et al.,
1998). These older dikes are related to large scale
F3 folds in the SCZ that are clearly sheared by the
CMB mylonites.

Following Handy and Zingg (1991), Vavra
and Schaltegger (1999) suggested that post-
granulite facies decompression and tectonic
shearing caused new monazite growth in high-
grade IVZ metapelites during localized partial
melting that initiated at about 273 Ma. Although
Vavra and Schaltegger (1999) and Henk et al.
(1997) disagreed in their interpretation of the
pattern of monazite ages across the IVZ, both studies
indicate a Late Carboniferous regional thermal

peak of metamorphism. We propose that myloni-
tization along the CMB Line and within associated

high-temperature shear zones of the IVZ (e.g.
Brodie and Rutter, 1987; Snoke et al., 1999)

was responsible for Early Permian oblique extension,

decompression, and associated partial melting

(Handy et al., 1999). This partial melting
event and related metamorphism was local, and

clearly post-dated an earlier phase of leucosome
generation related to the amphibolite to granulite
facies regional metamorphism in the J.ate
Carboniferous. The similar U-Pb ages obtained from
the least discordant zircon analyses of the horn-
blende-dioritic enclave (analyses 1,2,6, 8, 14) and
from the magmatic zircons of the muscovite-bear-
ing granite dike (15,16) support the idea that both
are consanguineous and share a common syn- and

post-magmatic history.
The close genetic relationship if the CMB

dikes implied by the geochemical and isotopic age
data has two major implications for the evolution
of the southern Alpine continental crust: First,
oblique extension of the lower southern Alpine
crust took place during Early Permian time (275-
285 Ma), distinctly prior to Early Mesozoic rifting.
In contrast to the vigorous magmatism at all crus-
tal levels that accompanied Early Permian trans-
tension. magmatism associated with Early Mesozoic

rifting was negligible in the IVZ (e.g. Handy
et al., 1999 and references therein). Second, the
mylonites of the CMB Line acted as a conduit for
the generation, ascent and differentiation of
syntectonic melts. The fact that partial melting is

restricted to mylonites in the vicinity of the dikes
and that the partial melts back-veined the horn-
blende-dioritic dikes (recall Fig. 3) indicates that
melt migration within the CMB mylonites was
facilitated by deformation. More specifically, the
accumulation of partial melts within en-echélon
tension gashes on different scales (within cm-
size mafic enclaves, within entire mafic dikes)
and within the necks of boudinaged hornblende-
dioritic dikes indicates that granitic melts
migrated down normal stress gradients from source
regions in the mylonitic country rock to sites
where they interacted with mantle-derived
melts. Back-veining involved melt-induced
fracturing of the freshly crystallized mafic melts (Fig.
3 b,d), followed in some cases by mixing and
assimilation of the partial melt with partly consolidated

mafic melt (Fig. 3c). The hybrid melts
engendered by such mixing and assimilation may
occupy the compositional gap between coeval
Baveno granitoids in the upper crust and gabb-
roic rocks within the dioritic rim of the Mafic
Complex in the IVZ, consistent with the results
of trace element modelling shown in Fig. 8.
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Chronological, mineralogical, and geoc îenii-
cal data support the hypothesis that the g; bbro-
dioritic rocks within the SW rim of the Ylafic
Complex represent the source melts for the horn-
blende-dioritic dikes along the CMB Line.
Unfortunately, Mesozoic and Alpine tectonics appear to
have excised most segments of the crust in which
chemical differentiation processes might have
produced the granitoid rocks in the SCZ from the
hybrid CMB dikes. In particular, shallower levels
of the CMB Line that form a possible link with
granitoid plutons in the SCZ are not exposed. The
absence of such exposures hinders detailed studies

of the ascent and evolution of the hybrid melts
to shallower levels of the southern Alpine crust.
Assimilation of partial melts and fractional
crystallization are processes of chemical differentiation
which might have occurred within the dikes
themselves or within CMB-linked magma chambers.

In our model, lower crustal diking in Early
Permian time was restricted to the originally

moderately inclined CMB Line. There, the
decreased fracture strength of the mylonites parallel
to their foliation facilitated the rapid upward flow
of transiently overpressurized melts within
episodically propagating dikes (Handy and Streit,
1999; Handy et al., 2001). The dikes linked to
form networks that eventually drained partial
melts from the fertile amphibolite fades para-
gneisses of the IVZ. Field observations along the
Brissago segment of the CMB Line show that
individual dikes and dike networks presently make
up at least 20 vol% of the 2-3 km wide belt of
CMB mylonites (Zurbriggen, 1996). Given the
evidence of rapid crystallization and sporadic
melt ascent, however, a much smaller volume
percent of dikes would have transported melt at any
given time during diking and mylonitization.

Figure 9 depicts the CMB Line and related
melts as they may have appeared in profile during
Early Permian time. The figure also incorporates
the available radiometric age data on magmatic

transtensive
basins filled
with volcanics
and elastics

magmatic
underplating

assimilation of
partial melts

Bozen volcanics
276 +/-3 Ma U-Pb allanite (1)

Rhyolites in Collio basins
281-283 Ma U-Pb zrn (9)

Syntectonic Baveno granitoids
270-280 Ma
Rb-Sr wh.r. / U-Pb zrn (2,3,4,)

Intrusion of syntectonic
mafic and felsic CMB dikes
275-285 Ma U-Pb zrn

Monazite growth in mylonitic
metapelites
275-280 Ma U-Pb mnz (5,6)

partial
melting

CMB mylonites and related
shear zones in the IVZ

viscous anatectic flow

contact metamorphic rim
of Mafic Complex
274 +/-17 Ma Rb-Sr, wh.r. (8)

dioritic rim of Mafic Complex
285 +7/-5 Ma U-Pb zrn (7)

Fig. 9 Synthetic composite cross-section of the IVZ-SCZ contact as it existed in Early Permian time.The CMB Line
is depicted as a moderately inclined lower crustal mylonite zone that links up with steeply dipping strike-slip faults
bounding transtensive basins in the upper crust. Increasing volume proportions of partial melt with depths result in
synkinematic weakening of the mylonitic crust. References for geochronological data are given by numbers in
parentheses: (1) Barth et al. (1994), (2) Hunziker, (1974), (3) Koppel and Grünenfelder (1978), (4) Pinarelli et al.
(1988), (5) Henk et al. (1997), (6) Vavra and Schaltegger (1999), (7) Pin (1986), (8) Bürgi and Klötzli (1990),
(9) Schaltegger and Brack (1999).
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rocks in various levels of the southern Alpine
crust. The section is based on a qualitative retro-
deformation of the Alpine and Early Mesozoic
tectonics that extensively modified the geometry
of the southern Alpine basement units (Handy et
al.. 1999). In this model, the CMB Line forms the
locus of melt ascent within the southern Alpine
continental crust.

We emphasize that the effects of Early
Permian magmatism are distinct from those of Early
Mesozoic rifting just prior to the opening of the
Liguro-Piemontese ocean. Neocrystallization of
titanite at 173 ± 4 Ma marks the time when retrograde

biotite and titanite grew at the expense of
primary magmatic hornblende. Titanite growth is

interpreted to document the timing of when the
intermediate crust was thinned and mantle rock
was exhumed, primarily along the Early Jurassic
Pogallo Line (Hodges and Fountain, 1984,

Handy 1987). The age of the Pogallo Line has
been previously constrained to 180-210 Ma by
correlating the estimated temperatures of Pogallo
mylonitization with the radiometrically derived
cooling curve for the southern part of the 1VZ
(Handy, 1987; Zingg et al.. 1990). Since these
studies, a 187.8 ± 0.5 Ma 40Ar/39Ar age for musco-
vite (Boriani and Villa, 1997) and a 170 ± 5 Ma
Rb-Sr age of biotite from a hornblende-dioritic
dike (Pinarelli et al., 1988) within the area of
investigation have confirmed that the Early Mesozoic

rifting event affected different isotopic
systems. Considered in the light of past studies, our
metamorphic titanite age therefore confirms that
crustal thinning and basin formation in the upper
crust (e.g. Bertotti et al., 1993) had an immediate
thermal impact on the mid- to lower crustal meta-
sedimentary rocks of the IVZ, as previously
proposed by numerous workers over many years (e.g.
Ferrara and Innocente 1974; Handy, 1987).

Conclusions

Early Permian oblique extension and Early
Jurassic rifting were accommodated by separate
mylonite zones and are recorded by different
isotopic systems in the southern Alpine basement.
Early Permian deformation was accommodated
by mylonitic shearing along the CMB Line. This
deformation along the CMB Line was coeval with
the intrusion of mantle-derived melts dated at
275-285 Ma by upper intercept U-Pb ages on
zircon from syn-mylonitic composite and granite
dikes. Diking at the CMB Line at 275-285 Ma
post-dated regional granulite facies metamor-
phism during the Carboniferous and was related
to the final stages of mafic underplating in the

Mafic Complex of the Ivrea-Verbano Zone
(Handy et al.. 1999; Barboza and Bergantz,
2000). The heat advected by the mafic dikes
induced localized partial melting along the CMB
Line, but probably did not cause widespread ana-
texis and regional metamorphism in the rest of
the IVZ. Modelling one possible evolution of
melt generation along the CMB mylonite zone is

consistent with mixing of the mantle-derived dior-
itic melts with partial melts from the peralumi-
nous mylonitic metapelites and may have
produced the parental melts of the SCZ granitoids. In
contrast to Early Permian CMB tectonics, Early
Mesozoic rifling was accommodated by mylonitization

along the Pogallo Line. These mylonites
overprint the CMB-fabrics and related dikes. The
Pogallo extension was responsible for the rapid
decrease of metamorphic conditions in Jurassic
time (Handy, 1987), as confirmed by the 173 ±
4 Ma formation age of titanite from Early Permian

hornblende-dioritic dikes.
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Appendix

Analytical methods

U-Pb isotopic analyses were carried out on zircon
and titanite grains of a hornblende-dioritic
enclave in a composite dike and a granite dike. Rock
samples were crushed and zircon and titanite
grains were separated using standard heavy liquid
techniques and a Frantz isodynamic magnetic
separator. Preferentially transparent and
inclusion-free mineral grains from the 100-160 pm and
160-250 pm sieve fractions were handpicked
under a binocular microscope and chosen for analysis.

Further selection was based on criteria of
morphology and micro-cracking. The zircon grains of
the diorite enclave showed a strong response to

air-abrasion following the method of Krogh
(1982) for 6 hours at 0.6 bars. The grains were
briefly washed in 6N HNO, on a hot plate, and
rinsed several times with distilled water and a
mixture of 6N HCl and acetone in an ultrasonic
bath. Decomposition was achieved at 180 °C within

60 hours in Teflon-lined stainless steel pressure
vessels, using 47% HF as reagent. After splitting
and spiking with a 208Pb/235U double spike (205Pb/
235U spike for zircons of sample MR085) standard
chemical procedures for the extraction of U and
Pb (Krogh, 1973) were applied. Titanite grains
were washed with 3N HNO, and rinsed several
times with distilled water and acetone. Decomposition

was achieved in 47% HF and 13N HNO, in

Table AI Whole rock chemical data of samples from the CMB dike swarm.

Sample MR081 MR051 MR076 MR079 MR091 MR075 MR 085 MR 165
Rock type hbl dioritic hbl dioritic hbl dioritic hbl dioritic hbl dioritic leucosome granitic granitic

stock dike dike dike enclave dike dike

SiÖ2 45.6 49.7 50.5 49.0 49.3 69.3 71.2 69.4
TiCL 2.16 1.78 1.40 1.43 1.72 0.40 0.35 0.31
ALÖ, 17.6 16.5 17.3 15.4 17.3 15.7 15.6 14.7

Fe,0, 13.7 11.8 9.72 11.8 10.4 3.21 2.88 3.35
MnO 0.17 0.20 0.17 0.21 0.19 0.06 0.04 0.04
MeO 6.52 6.23 5.93 9.13 4.91 1.04 0.70 0.62
CaO 9.85 10.0 9.57 9.99 9.29 3.54 2.58 2.33
Na,0 1.57 0.8 2.20 0.7 3.27 4.18 3.55 3.44

k2o 1.40 0.93 1.27 1.34 1.88 1.27 2.36 2.82
FLO; 0.20 0.24 0.25 0.30 0.38 0.17 0.19 0.17

Total 98.77 98.18 98.31 99.30 98.64 98.87 99.45 97.18

Pb /ppm 7 5 9 5 11 17 27 29
Th /ppm 5 5 5 5 9 11 14 17
Rb /ppm 44 35 34 45 53 56 86 102
Sr /ppm 374 352 535 303 570 431 371 295
Y /ppm 42 36 29 35 31 16 14 15

Zr /ppm 73 111 121 110 152 173 225 180
Nb /ppm 8 9 10 8 12 12 13 14

Ba /ppm 300 160 323 193 276 427 897 780
Cr /ppm 50 88 129 378 35 13 10 10

Ni /ppm 10 19 25 82 12 10 10 10
Cu /ppm 44 12 30 21 25 10 10 10
Zn /ppm 100 103 86 94 102 44 62 58
Ga /ppm 19 19 20 15 23 18 19 18
La /ppm 19 16 22 18 25 46 52 49
Ce /ppm 47 35 49 40 58 88 105 103
Pr /ppm 6.7 4.7 6.2 5.7 6.7 8.9 11.8 11.3
Nd /ppm 25 18 22 20 24 26 37 33
Sm /ppm 7.46 5.31 5.75 5.58 5.39 4.20 6.85 6.65
Eu /ppm 1.97 1.64 1.65 1.63 1.64 1.20 1.82 1.35
Gd /ppm 6.06 4.66 4.46 4.97 3.78 2.28 3.6 3.60
Dy /ppm 7.41 6.19 5.10 5.77 4.41 2.68 2.83 2.87
Er /ppm 4.15 3.76 3.03 3.52 2.3 1.65 1.32 1.51

Yb /ppm 3.39 3.07 2.25 2.88 1.88 1.36 0.88 0.90
Lu /ppnt 0.56 0.53 0.38 0.49 0.32 0.27 0.17 0.18
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closed Savillex beakers on the hot plate for 48
hours. After splitting and spiking with a 20tiPb/235U

double spike a modified procedure of Todt
(1988) for the extraction of U and Pb was applied.
Total procedural blanks were in the range of 5-8
pg Pb and below 1 pg for U. Pb aliquots were loaded

with silica gel and phosphoric acid onto single
Re-filaments, U was loaded onto single W-fila-
ments using TaCl5 (zircons of sample MR 085

were loaded on Re-filaments only). Single zircon
and titanite isotopic analyses were carried out on
a modified Finnigan MAT 261 solid-source mass

spectrometer operating in static mode, with 204Pb

measured on an ion-counting system. The
performance of the detection setup was controlled by
additional measurements of NBS 982 standard
solution. All errors throughout this publication
are given at the 2a level.

About 10-15 kg of fresh, non-porphyric rock
material was sampled for whole rock chemical
analysis. Samples from composite dikes were
prepared carefully to separate felsic and mafic material.

Major and trace elements (except for REE)
were determined by X-ray fluorescence (XRF)
using a PHILIPS PW 1400 XRF spectrometer.
Accuracy and precision were monitored by multiple

measurements of international reference
standards. REE were determined by inductively
coupled plasma-atomic emission spectrometry
(ICP-AES) using a PERKIN-ELMER ICP-AES
6000 and following the procedure outlined by
Zuleger and Erzinger (1988). The full set of
geochemical data is given in Table Al. Back-scattered

electron (BSE) imaging was performed on a

Cameca SX 100 electron microprobe using 20 kV
accelerating potential. CL images were obtained
from a CamScan SEM at the Université de

Lausanne, Switzerland and a Zeiss DSM 962 at
the GFZ Potsdam, Germany.

Trace element modelling

Melt Model

To quantify the effects of partial melting on the
trace element composition of the melt phase, the
equation for non-modal batch melting given by
Shaw (1970) is used below. This equation relates
the concentration of a trace element in the melt
(CA) to its initial concentration in the non-melted
source (Cs):

CA / Cs 1 / (Ds + Fm (1—Da))
where Fm is the weight fraction of melt

produced and Ds is the bulk distribution coefficient

for a specific element in the source at the onset of
melting. Ds is calculated from

Ds S| (Xsi X Kdj)
where Xsi is the initial mode (weight fraction)

of phase i in the source and Kd; is the mineral-
melt-distribution coefficient. DA is the bulk
distribution coefficient for a specific trace element in
the partial melt and calculated equally to Ds by
substituting Xsi with XAi.

Mineral modes, bulk distribution coefficients,
and source rock composition used for the partial
melt (PM) calculation are listed in Table A2. Mineral

modes and chemistry of the source rock S are
consistent with the composition of the IVZ nieta-
sediments. Distribution coefficients used for
calculation of Ds and DA are those compiled in Rol-
linson (1993) for granitic compositions.

Assimilation and fractional crystallization (AFC)

According to DePaolo (1981) and Powell
1984), the consequences of assimilation of a crus-

tal component (either bulk rock or anatectic
melt) concurrent with fractional crystallization on
the trace element composition C of the mantle-
derived and crustal-contaminated melt is
described by

C C(Xo) x /+ (r/(r-l+D)) x C (A) x (1 -f)
where C(Xn) is the composition of the parental

magma, C(A) is the composition of the assimilated

contaminant (assimilant) and D is the bulk
distribution coefficient of the fractionating crystals

(cumulate phases), r is the ratio of the rate of
assimilation to the rate of fractional crystallization

and ranges between 0 (no assimilation,
fractional crystallization only) and 1 (equal amounts
of assimilated and crystallized phases)./is calculated

from
f _ J7-(r-l+D)/(r-l)

where Fis the weight fraction of the remaining
magma.

Mineral modes, bulk distribution coefficients,
parental melt and assimilant compositions used
for the calculation and results are iisted in Table
A2 (AFC and FC stages) for the first stage (r
0.5) and second stage (r 0), respectively. X„ is the
mean value of CMB hornblende-diorites, A is the
mean value of CMB granites. Distribution coefficients

used for the calculation of D are those
compiled in Rollinson (1993) for basic to intermediate

(gabbroic to dioritic) compositions during the
first stage and those for intermediate to acid
(granodioritic to granitic) compositions during
the second stage of AFC.
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Table A2 Parameters and results of the partial melt model (PM), the first AFC stage (AFC), and the second FC
stage (FC). Abbreviations: S - source, A - assimilant, X0 - parental magma, D - distribution coefficient, C - element
concentration, Fm - extracted melt fraction, F - residual melt fraction.

PM stage-
Modes qtz P> bt ms 8tt zrn
S 0.44 0.21 0.21 0.1 0.035 0.001
A 0.33 0.33 0 0.33 0 0

I) S A C S [ppinl
Rb 0.96 0.30 Rb 118
Sr 0.99 1.58 Sr 280
Nb 0.65 0.02 Nb 13

Y 1.7 0.03 Y 30

C/F„, ppm/0 ppm/0.1 ppin/0.2 ppni/0.3
Rb 123 114 107 101

Sr 283 301 321 344
Nb 20 17 15 14

Y 18 17 16 15

AFC stage
D 0.5hbl 0.5pl C X„ | ppm | A 1 ppm |

Rb 0.045 Rb 42 94
Sr 0.94 Sr 427 333
Nb 0.663 Nb 9 14
Y 1.28 Y 35 15

C/F ppni/0 ppm/0.1 ppm/0.2 ppm/0.3
Rb 42 57 75 98
Sr 427 423 418 414
Nb 9 10 12 13

Y 35 31 27 24

FC stage
D l).9pl 0.1 tin C X, Ippni)
Rb 0.037 Rb 98
Sr 3.96 Sr 414
Nb 0.684 Nb 13

Y 0.09 Y 24

C/F ppni/0 ppm/0.2 ppm/0.4 ppni/0.6
Rb 98 121 160 237
Sr 414 214 91 27
Nb 13 14 15 17

Y 24 29 38 55
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