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davantage le paysage. |l est bien préférable de
juger du paysage futur sur place, c’est-a-dire la
méme ou se trouvera plus tard celui qui le contem-
plera, plutét que d'essayer de l'imaginer d'aprés la
vue aérienne qu'en donnent des maquettes trom-
peuses. C'est pourquoi nous avons estimé opportun
d’attirer I'attention de nos lecteurs sur le «Forster-
Perspectiv-Automat», un appareil dont ils ne pour-
ront que se féliciter. R. A.

Optical analysis in road-building

This is not the title of a book. We are referring to an
apparatus, on which Mr. G. Bachmann, engineer at
Berne, gives the following comment under the above
mentioned title in the periodical «Strasse und Ver-
kehr» (Roads and Traffic). He writes: The road, espe-
cially the autostrada, has a tendency to dominate the
landscape through which it runs. It should therefore
be «laid into» the grounds, i. e. brought into harmony
with the country-side. This cannot be achieved by
patching up the worst wounds, by planting some trees
and laying out lawns at some places. The whole
country-side should be taken into consideration as one
unit when planning the road.— Tourists should remem-
ber the road as what it actually is, or should be: an
engineering work of art. There should be no dishar-
mony between the road and the landscape. This can
only be achieved if the work of human hands is adapt-
ed to the landscape in such a manner as to fit smooth-
ly. To be sure, there are certain building regulations
and prescriptions which will not always leave enough
scope for realising this ideal state. In such cases the
surrounding territory must be shaped too. If we are
to appreciate the project of a future road in relation
to the whole, we should see it presented in true per-
spective. Only a presentation showing all the data
such as shapes and coverings of the ground in spatial
view will allow of assessing any project at its real
value.»

He then describes different kinds of perspectives and
goes on: «For some time already there has been an
apparatus at our disposal which permits of establish-
ing perspectives mechanically. No special technical
knowledge is required to operate it, as a matter of
fact it is amasingly easy. The apparatus is known as
the ‘Forster-Perspektive-Automaton’. With this set all
the different kinds of perspectives which we have
mentioned can be established and after some prac-
tice the necessary alteration values for any project
can be measured out of a corrected perspective. De-
pending on scale, for example corrections of longitu-
dinal sections of 5 to 10 centimeters can be ascer-
tained. The values can be read off. Calculations are
no longer required.»

The optical analyses of future buildings of all sorts in
relation to the landscape seems to us of the greatest
importance—all the more as their number keeps grow-
ing and interfering with the scenery. If it is possible
to get an accurate impression of the landscape with
its future buildings from the place from which it will
eventually be seen, then we are in a better position
to form our judgement than with models which show
us the landscape as seen from an airplane. We there-
fore feel that we ought to call our readers’ attention
to this Forster-Perspective-Automaton which will,
doubt, prove useful on many occasions. R.A.
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