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DYNAMIC LANDSCAPE | HYDROGONY

Hailiang Gong and Ioanna Antoniadi

Dynamic landscape

The design concept seeks to use the energy of site to
create an entirely new landscape rather than resorting
solely to engineered intervention. The design breaks
the dike of the Old Rhine and the water is allowed to
make new paths that naturally build up small struc-
tures from materials of the site and further slow and
accumulate sedimentation. Two distinct zones are
gradually formed: one acts as a central park working
at the scale of the whole Rhine Delta while the other
is dedicated to waterside urbanism, both of which
take advantage of locational assets and meet increasing
demands for housing and tourism infrastructure.

The design highlights the varying water levels of the
lake and river in order to reveal the dynamic of land-
scape through the language of ecology and the pass-
ing of time.

plan of rhine correction
at the river’s mouth

Hydrogony

On a programmatic level, this project suggests a new
route for the Rhine through the site. The western edge
of the river is followed by a promenade starting from
the existing Rhine and ending in a pier on the lake.
The route’s section changes along its length, allowing
for different experiences of the water. The water’s edge
ultimately limits the urban growth of Hoechst by act-
ing as an orientation tool for urban settlement while
providing a clear connection to the lake.

In the middle of this new path the river widens. Here,
in the spatial but also gravitational center of the site,
an island emerges. Walls are erected that act as sedi-
ment traps, continuing to collect the material that is
washed down from the Alps. Planted with trees and an
orchard on its raised center, the island can be explored
via a footpath along its perimeter.
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