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external pattern of behaviour, and that the greatest good will come only
through universal adherence to that pattern.»

«Towards a Quaker view of sex,» does not represent the ofticial view ot
the Society of Friends—although it appears under the imprint of the Friends’
Home Service Committee. But its tone is frank, professional, and authoritative.

Homosexual affection, says the group, 1s not morally worse than heterose-
xual affection, and should be judged by the same standards. It is the quality of
the relationship, rather than the acts that it may involve, that matters. The
group traces the history of legislation affecting homosexuals, and observes that
although the Victorian legislature did not trouble to define «gross indecency,»
lawyers had apparently never allowed their clients to admit the acts as charged
but instead denied their indecency. «Lord Curzon thought eating soup before
lunch was grossly indecent; it would have startled him if two men doing it to-
gether violated the Sexual Offences Act.»

The report surveys the sources of professional help for those with sexual
difficulties, and contains appendices on the origins of sexual behaviour, and on
sexual deviations.

«Towards a Quaker view of sex,» Friends House, Euston Road, London
NW 1: 3s 6d.

NEXT TIME

Tarry not, sweet soul of my former days,
Grieve me, leave me as you have come;

Fast as gossip you came to me,

Soul upon soul as fogs of eternity

Cleared, reared his head from out the haze
Bringing me, singing me songs of wisdom.
Slow as the time of a boring play

You hesitate to tear your soul from mine;
Knowing, showing that we are not playing

With another, smother not love by staying,

| weep when you travel along your way,

Without your soul my soul darkens wisdom’s shine.
And yet you leave your other self

To conquer one and yet not warn him;

Of hows and whys that keep not still

Within my fevered brow, how and why until

| wish to leave this body on the shelf

And wait for you the next time 'round the corner.
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