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55 Leopold Banchini Architects The light timber construction overlooks the wbw

Casa CCFF, Lancy rails. Exterior views are framed to create 11-2020
! a brightly lit intimacy. Photos: Dylan Perrenoud
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Vom Bahndamm tliber dem Gleisfeld des Gen-
fer Giiterbahnhofs griisst ein leichtes, auf
schlanken Stiitzen balancierendes Atelierhaus
die vorbeifahrenden S-Bahn- und Giiterziige:
Die Casa CCFF des Genfer Biiros Leopold
Banchini. Das junge Biiro ist aber auch interna-
tional tatig - etwa mit dem Ausstellungsbau

am Pearling Path in Muharraq (vgl. S.6) und stellt
sich deshalb auf Englisch vor.

Casa CCFF

Avenue Eugéne Lance, 1212 Lancy (GE)
Client

Yvan Rodriguez, Geneva
Architecture

Leopold Banchini Architects, Geneva
Structural engineer

Ingeni, Carouge, Marc Walgenwitz
Chronology

Project start: 2016

Construction: 2017-18

Leopold Banchini Architects

Mehr zum Projekt
- www.wbw.ch/jas

What is the essence of your work?

Leopold Banchini Architects is a multidisciplinary
research team exploring the frontiers of space
shaping. The studio produces works ranging from
small self-built installations to large-scale public
space projects.

Born in Geneva, Leopold Banchini studied
at the Glasgow School of Arts and and EPFL
Lausanne. After several years of collaboration
with Daniel Zamarbide under the name BUREAU
he opens his own practise in 2016, in which he
pursues the reflection and international scope
of work he had nourished prior to it.

Deliberately ignoring borders and embracing
globality, Leopold Banchini Architects aims to
expand the traditional definitions of project
making using DIY culture and eclecticism as
means of emancipation. Deeply rooted in archi-
tectural history, it is interested as well in con-
temporary popular cultures as in vernacular
traditions and crafts. Addressing architecture
as a form of social action, it places political and
environmental considerations at the very heart
of its practice.
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‘mit Kugelgarn®

How does this materialise in the chosen project?

Casa CCFF is an ecological urban house over-
looking the Geneva freight station; a domestic
factory floating above an untouched garden.
Mimicking the surrounding industrial shed roofs,
the large open volume is filled with sunlight.
The views to the exterior are framed to create
a brightly lit intimacy in this highly urban envi-
ronment.

Each architectural element placed in the
square plan is specifically designed for the sim-
ple house. Using economical materials and pre-
fabrication, it reduces the construction costs
to the minimum. The house is built almost en-
tirely in wood, pushing the structural capacities
of this natural material to its limits and reduc-
ing the use of concrete to a bare minimum.
Achieving high insulation values and maximising
solar gain, a small heat pump allows to avoid
the use of fossil fuels.

Assembled in a few days by Swiss carpenters,
the small house proposes an alternative to the
archetype of Swiss concrete houses often lying
on heavy foundations.

-Ob gerade schrag oder bogenformlg Kugelgarn® lasst sich in allen erdenkllchen ‘

Freiformen zuschneiden tnd fransentrei verlegen. Das verschafft thnen die Freiraume,

Ihre'Boden passend zu jederinnenarchitektur zu gestalten: www.fabromont.ch
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