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here. While the custodian has to master several

large specialist areas, the collector can persist in

his onesidedness without reproach. Because
the museum cannot afford either the private col-
lector's expenditure or his specialized passion,
it was bound to lose the competition for canonical

competence with a view to the present.

Artists' names as uniform fare
If the museums see the challenge from private
collectors as an attack on their lead in terms of

competence, one could also put forward the
liberal view that competition is good for business
and extends the ränge on offer - private collectors

have always fostered diversity. But it is

precisely this point that can scarcely be said to
apply to the present ränge of private collections,
as their contents are standardized to an extent
that not even their proud owners would be in a

position to deny. We are threatened with the
uniform fare of twenty, thirty artists' names that
combine in some way to make up the large

contemporary private collections that are now
pushing their way into the public eye.

And so perhaps the museums should even be

pleased if some acquisition opportunities pass
them by and are disposed of in private museums:
if all private collections of contemporary art found
their way into public museums at the same time

- a condition of entropy would be bound to threa-
ten, heat death through an excess of equality.
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