Zeitschrift: Werk, Bauen + Wohnen
Herausgeber: Bund Schweizer Architekten
Band: 81 (1994)

Heft: 3: Drei Fragen an Architekten = Trois questions aux architectes = Three
guestions to architects

Artikel: José Luis Mateo : Barcelona
Autor: Mateo, José Luis
DOl: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-61522

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 12.03.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-61522
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

José Luis Mateo
Barcelona

EE W Success in our profession has
to be seen in parallel with the other
face of the same coin, failure. Success
and failure make up a unity: they
must be seen simultaneously. Success
can never be regarded (or wished for)
as a whole, exclusively. So many ex-
amples of creators that, in parallel
with their triumph, the final liqui-
dation of their inventive spirit, of that
courage necessary for their work, suc-
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ceeds. Neither do I retain as attrac-
tive this level of success, nor an ab-
solute level of failure, because of its
lack of motivation and its destruc-
tiveness.

I'would not want to be regarded
as a masochist by stating that failure
is more exciting than success. Failure
(or a certain level of it) is a feeling
that motivates action, that leads to
the fight; success involves inaction

(just as a lethal drug), muscle relax-
ation and a soft and annihilating
feeling of complacency.

This is a mixture that every one
must administrate. In my case, I try
to put in parallel motivation to the
action and the plausible hope to-
wards a result, with the clear aim of
keeping myself alive and excited in
my participation in the inner forces
that transform our reality.



Wettbewerbsprojekt fiir die Umgestaltung
des Pariser Zoos, 1993 (mit Martha Schwartz,
Landschaftsarchitektin)
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