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Chronik Resumes

W.J. Reith, F. Ryser
A propos du depart du
Professeur Walter Custer
Le Professeur Walter Custer,

titulaire de la chaire Architecture et

Organisation du Territoire ä l'EPF de

Zürich, se retire ä la fin mars, apres
avoir enseigne pendant environ 20

ans.
11 fit ses etudes ä Berlin-Charlottenburg

et ä Zürich avant de s'eta-
blir comme architecte dans cette
derniere ville. Tres tot, il prit conscience
du fait qu'une planification locale,
regionale et nationale du territoire
etait necessaire en Suisse. De meme,
ä la fin des annees quarante, il parti-
cipa activement aux debuts des ef-
forts de collaboration de la Suisse

avec le Tiers monde.
En 1960, il fut appele comme

professeur ä l'EPF. Compte tenu de

son experience et de ses preferences,
il y jouera un röle essentiel dans l'or-
ganisation de l'Institut ORL et dans
les cours interdisciplinaires pour di-
plömes, consacres aux problemes des

pays en voie de developpement.
L'enseignement de Walter

Custer etait marque d'un style bien
personnel. Homme de methode. mais

ignorant le dogmatisme, il savait
toujours developper le processus ade-

quat en face d'un probleme. Theori-
cien sachant tenir compte des condi-
tions marginales meme les plus mini-
mes, il dialoguait avec le groupe et,
gräce ä son esprit interdisciplinaire, il
debouchait immediatement dans la
confrontation pratique. Custer par-
tait de l'idee que ses etudiants etaient
des personnalites diversement moti-
vees, mais se dirigeant avec interet
vers leur avenir d'architecte. Au de-
but des annees soixante-dix, il plaide
consequemment pour le «diplöme sur
theme libre», une exigence formuiee
par les etudiants eux-memes. Le
Professeur Custer n'a que rarement indi-
que des details techniques concernant
le metier, il en laissait le soin aux
livres.

Pour lui, il etait essentiel que
les futurs architectes developpent un
comportement tel qu'ils ne se conten-
tent pas de la Solution au probleme
pose, mais qu'ils interviennent eux-
memes dans les processus aboutissant
äce probleme.

Sur ce numero
Asile/exil: Isolement et/ou
permeabilite?
Instituts, asiles, foyers, caser-

nes, prisons, Sanatoriums, internats
et couvents ont tous quelque chose en

commun: tous sont des lieux d'habi-

tat et (partiellement) de travail oü,
pour une raison ou une autre, un
certain nombre d'individus sont cou-
pes du monde exterieur pendant une
periode plus ou moins prolongee.
Dans leur conception interne, leur
Organisation et leur action sur les

occupants, ils sont assez semblables.
Au plan de leur objectif de

resocialisation et de rehabilitation,
les differences peuvent par contre
etre fondamentales. En effet, l'ecart
est grand si le sejour dans un tel
etablissement doit servir ä preparer
les interesses ä une vie normale dans
le monde exterieur, ou si une inser-
tion ou un retour dans la societe n'est
pas envisage ou ne peut plus l'etre.

C'est pourquoi paradoxale-
ment, l'etablissement ferme, la
prison, doit permettre une vie se distin-
guant le moins possible de la «normale»,

ce qui pourra preparer de ma-
niere optimale au retour dans la vie
civile.

Dans le domaine de telles ins-
titutions, les besoins en bätiments
sont precisement tres grands. C'est
pourquoi un «boom» dans la
construction de tels programmes s'est
manifeste depuis la moitie des annees
soixante-dix et les tout nouveaux con-
cepts de resocialisation qui en sont
l'aspect le plus important, conduisent
ä des Solutions architecturales
n'ayant plus rien de commun avec
l'institution-caserne du debut de ce
siecle.

G.P. Semino
Reflexion historique
Architecture de la

segregation, surveillance
et reinsertion
Carcere, en hebreu Carcar, si-

gnifie inhumer, retourner ä la terre
maternelle. Le criminel est emmure,
exclu de la vie sociale, tout comme
s'il n'etait jamais ne.

En decä des besoins naturels
de vengeance, on trouve ici la croyan-
ce au caractere sacre de la sanction,
dans la mesure oü ä cette epoque, la

comprehension de Dieu se manifes-
tait dans les mceurs, les coutumes de

la societe et les lois du monde dans

lequel vivait cette derniere.
II en resultait que les premie-

res prisons etaient des grottes, des

citernes et puits abandonnes et des

Souterrains. La survie de l'incarcere
etait laissee au bon vouloir de Dieu.
Le prisonnier est dejä une ombre
dans l'empire de Hades. Profondeur,
obscurite, privation des sens et de

toute activite, suggerent dejä la ces-

sationdelavie.

L'idee que meme celui qui a

faute vis-ä-vis de la societe fait encore
partie de cette derniere ne vint que
plus tard. La prison devient alors un
monument Charge d'effrayer. Au
Moyen Age, l'application des tortu-
res les plus cruelles fait place peu ä

peu aux notions de repentir et d'ex-
piation. Typologiquement, la prison
se rapproche alors de l'architecture
monastique.

Avec l'avenement du rationa-
lisme, les sanctions se differencient
en fonction des delits et l'idee de la

reparation se fait jour (travail force).
Parallelement, de nouvelles formes
d'architecture penitenciaire apparais-
sent. La maison d'arret «transparente»

et «technique» assure une surveillance

et une discipline optimales.
C'est en Scandinavie, et

seulement pendant notre siecle, que se

developpe l'idee de la reinsertion. A
cöte des penitenciers fermes se creent
des departements semi-ouverts et ou-
verts dont l'objectif est de «guerir»
les delinquants, de les rehabiliter et
de les replacer dans la societe.

Reorganisation de la Maison
d'Education au Travail
St-Jean ä Gals (Erlach)
Faisant suite ä un projet de

concours, la transformation et l'ex-
tension de l'ancienne Maison d'Education

au Travail St-Jean (architectes:

E. Rausser et P. Clemencon,
Berne) prevoient la construction d'un
foyer de traitement par groupes de 20

detenus presentant des troubles psy-
chiques, que completeront des locaux
d'arret semi-ouverts et une Station de

toxico-therapie pour les delinquants
drogues et alcooliques.

En phase finale, le caractere
de l'ensemble devra etre aussi eloigne

que possible de celui d'une prison,
car les occupants, parfois condamnes
ä de longues detentions, doivent y
etre prepares ä la liberte. Dans cet

exemple, l'organisation des diverses

zones - maisons de groupe, departement

ferme et departement ouvert
sur l'exterieur (eglise et cloitre) - ex-

prime clairement ce concept de la

readaptation progressive au monde
exterieur et ä la societe.

Renovation generale du peni-
tencier «Lindenhof» ä Witzwil
Le penitencier de Witzwil,

construit en 1885 et agrandi sans ces-

se par la suite, ne convenait plus du

tout aux exigences d'une maison d'arret

moderne. C'est pourquoi, sur la

base d'un concours d'idees, le bureau

G. Brossard et W. Schweri ä Winterthur

fut Charge d'etablir un projet.
Les nouvelles constructions

qui doivent etre commencees en 1980

sont prevues pour un regime semi-

ouvert et ouvert et recevront des

delinquants purgeant une premiere
peine ou des recidivistes ayant de

bonnes chances de reinsertion. 9

groupes d'habitat accueilleront au
maximum 20 detenus chacun et ces

groupes beneficieront d'une certaine
autonomie dans le cadre de l'organisation

interne.
L'ensemble sera complete par

les equipements indispensables tels

qu'ateliers, locaux de formation, de

loisirs et installations de sport. Les

activites agricoles jusqu'ä maintenant
dominantes en seront reduites d'au-
tant.

Werner Jehle
Architecture et violence
en peinture
De tout temps, les arts plasti-

ques ont aborde le theme de l'isole-
ment, solitude de l'individu et son

impuissance en regard de l'arbitraire
et de la violence.

Le «Proces» de Kafka l'expri-
me tout autant que le «Carceri» de

Piranese, ou qu'un bas-relief roman
de la cathedrale de Bäle representant
le martyre de saint Vincent, ainsi

qu'ä une epoque plus recente, de

nombreuses toiles de Giorgio de Chi-
rico. Non pas l'emprisonnement mais

son contraire, la liberation. est l'objet
de la toile de Konrad Witz oü Pierre
emprisonne est conduit hors de son
cachot par un ange pendant que les

gardiens sommeillent.
Toutes ces representations ex-

priment le viol de l'individu par les

formes architecturales qui, bien que
composees en toute liberte, n'en sont

pas moins empruntees ä la realite.

Reorganisation de la Maison
d'Education de Preles
La Maison d'Education

«Chätillon» et sa Station d'agriculture
externe «La Praye» ä Preles accueillent
des adolescents de 15 ä 22 ans sortant
de l'ecole.

Depuis 1976, on renove et

transforme les bätiments existants
tres disperses de cet etablissement

lorsqu'ils en valent la peine, ou l'on
en construit de nouveaux. Les divers

projets que se partagent les architectes

F. Kessler, Berne, et Alain G.

Tschumi, Bienne, doivent etre ache-

ves cette annee.
Dans l'edifice principal erige

en 1925, on a supprime les cellules du

cöte sud et amenage l'espace ainsi
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recupere pour accueillir les trois
groupes d'adolescents en deux depar-
tements semi-ouverts et un ferme.
Une nouvelle maison d'adolescents
fut construite ä La Praye, de meme
qu'une maison du personnel.

A «Chätillon», on realise ac-
tuellement une autre maison
d'adolescents (departement ouvert), une
maison du personnel, des ateliers
d'apprentissage pour differents me-
tiers artisanaux et techniques (ou-
verts egalement aux jeunes de la re-
gion), une zone de jardinage et des
installations de Sport et de loisirs.

Renovation et amenagement
du foyer de jeunes d' Erlach
Le projet du groupe de travail

ARB (K. Aellen, D. Reist, F. Biffi-
ger, Berne) pour la renovation du
foyer de jeunes d'Erlach, choisi dans
le cadre d'un concours restreint, pre-
voit la suppression des locaux situes
actuellement dans le seminaire. A la
place des anciens dortoirs, on y ame-
nagera l'aile des classes. Quatre
anciens edifices inoccupes de la vieille
ville qui conviennent parfaitement
seront transformes en maisons de groupe.

La transformation demarrera cette

annee.

Centre medico-pedagogique
Uri ä Altdorf
Le HPZ d'Altdorf (architectes:

J. Naef, E. Studer, G. Studer,
Zürich) est concu avec un internat et
un externat. Les equipements medi-
co-pedagogiques et therapeutiques
de l'externat, la consultation de logo-
therapie, la salle de gymnastique, le
bassin therapeutique, etc. ont une en-
tree separee, ce qui les rend accessi-
bles aux adultes handicapes du canton.

Les 2 groupes d'internat de l'e-
cole pour handicapes accueillent cha-
cun 9 enfants, tandis que les deux
groupes d'habitat du foyer pour jeunes

(cas «necessiteux») abritent 14

ecoliers. Avec les eleves externes, la
totalite des enfants necessiteux et
handicapes pris en Charge chaque
annee est de 60 repartis en 6 classes.
Contrairement aux autres edifices
presentes dans ce numero, les
architectes se sont ici pose le probleme de
l'integration des nouveaux volumes
dans la Silhouette d'un site histo-
rique.

N. Morgenthaler
Couvent de clarisses
ä Chicago
Le couvent des «Poor Cläres»

a ete concu comme nouveau lieu de
residence et de travail pour cinquante
religieuses. II s'agit du premier cloitre
nouvellement cree aux USA depuis le
concile Vatican II, tentant de mettre
en pratique les idees reformatrices
qui en emanent.

II fallait donc creer un volume
pouvant etre vecu aussi bien ouvert
pour le travail et la rencontre, que
ferme pour la vie communautaire et
la meditation. Pour les quelque deux
tiers des religieuses qui actuellement
ne peuvent avoir aucun contact avec
le monde exterieur, l'edifice devait
etre aussi riche, differencie et multiple

en evenements que possible, pour
leur permettre de prendre contact
prudemment et peu ä peu avec les
membres des paroisses avoisinantes.

Aujourd'hui, apres que l'e-
glise a tente pendant 10 ans d'assurer
de nouveaux membres ä ce couvent,
tout le complexe doit changer de des-
tination: une idee que nous n'avions
jamais perdue de vue lors de la plani-
fication. Une ecole d'architecture et
d'art, un foyer, une commune d'habitat

et meme un hötel pourraient s'y
installer.

W.J. Reith, F. Ryser
On the retirement of
Prof. Walter Custer
Professor Walter Custer, oc-

cupant of the Chair for Architecture
and Regional Planning at the Swiss
Federal Institute of Technology in
Zürich, will retire at the end of
March after around 20 years of teach-
ing activity.

He studied in Zürich and
Berlin-Charlottenburg, betöre he
became established as an architect in
Zürich. He was one of the first to
recognize the necessity for local,
regional and national planning in
Switzerland. He also actively partici-
pated. at the end of the Forties, in the
early stages of Swiss development
projects in the Third World.

In 1960 he became a Professor
at the Swiss Federal Institute of
Technology. On the basis of his experi-
ence and preferences. he played an
influential part in the setting up of the
Planning Institute and of the inter-
disciplinary post-graduate courses on
the problems of the developing coun-
tries.

Walter Custer as a teacher
possessed his own individual style; he
was methodical and always knew,
without being dogmatic about it, how
to develop the procedure matching
any given new assignment; he was
also a theoretician who was fully
aware of the most unlikely circum-
stances that might influence a

project, but at the same time was always
in communication with those working
with him, and, thanks to his inter-
disciplinary curiosity, he was always
directly involved in the practical ap-
plication of a project. Custer pro-
ceeded from the assumption that his
students were free personalities who
had chosen the career of architecture
for various personal reasons and in-
terests. In keeping with this ap-
proach, he came out early in the
Seventies for the right of students to
select their own degree projects, this
demand having been made by the
students themselves. Professor Custer

only seldom transmitted the tech-
nical fundamentals necessary for a

planner; these are all in the books.
What he regarded as more important
was to encourage budding architects
to develop a mode of behaviour that
is not satisfied merely with solving a
given architectural problem but that
enters actively into the processes that
originally led to the given assignment.

On this Issue:

Asylums / exiles: Isolation
and /or permeability?
Institutions, asylums, homes,

barracks, prisons. Sanatoriums,
boarding schools and monasteries all
have something in common: they are
all places of residence and, in part, of
work for a specific number of indi-
viduals who, for one reason or
another, for varying lengths of time,
are cut off from the outside world.
They are very similar in their internal
structure, their Organization and in
their effect on the inmates.

With regard, however, to
their aims of resocialization and re-
habilitation, they differ considerably;
it makes a great difference whether
the sojourn in an Institution is in-
tended to prepare the inmate for a
normal life in the outside world, or
whether resocialization or return into
ordinary society is not or cannot be
intended.

Paradoxically. the closed
Institution, the prison. must render
possible a life that differs only so little
from "normal" life that return into
civil life can be effectively prepared
for.

There is a great need for new
buildings for institutions. For this
reason, since the middle of the
Seventies there has been noticeable a

certain "building boom" in the field
of institutions. Its most important
aspect is probably the entirely new con-
ceptions of socialization, which lead
to architectural designs that no longer
have anything in common with the
barrack-like establishments of the
turn of the Century.

G. P. Semino
A historical approach:
The architecture of seclusion,
supervision and reintegration
Carcere, in Hebrew carcar,

means inter, return to the maternal
earth: the criminal is cast out, walled
up, removed from social life as if he
had never been born. Behind the
natural need for revenge lurks the
belief in the sacredness of punish-
ment, amounting to the belief, held
in former times, that God is man-
ifested in the moral code, the usages
of society and the laws.

Consequently the first prisons
were caves, empty cisterns and wells,
Underground tunnels. The survival of
the inmate is left up to God. The
prisoner is already a shade in the
realm of Hades: depth, darkness, the
stoppage of the senses and of any sort
of activity suggest non-life.

Werk. Bauen+Wohnen Nr. 3/1980



Chronik Summaries

Only later does the idea dawn
that even the one who has trans-
gressed against society still belongs to
society. The prison then becomes a

place of deterrence, its intention be-
ing to instil fright, to warn. The inflic-
tion of as many torments as possible
is gradually replaced in the Middle
Ages by the idea of repentance and

expiation; the prison then comes to
approximate, in its architecture, the

monastery.
In the age of growing rational-

ism, distinctions are made among
different types of punishment in keeping
with the nature of the given crime.
The idea of reparation emerges (pen-
al labour). At the same time, new
forms of prison architecture are cre-
ated: the "panopticum", the "tele-
phone-pole" prison, permitting max-
imum supervision, and maximum
discipline.

Starting in the Scandinavian
countries, and only in our Century,
there develops the idea of reintegra-
tion in society; in addition to the
closed sections, there are created the
semi-open and open sections having
the function of "curing" the convict,
of rehabilitating him, of reintegrating
him in society.

Renovation of the St.Johann¬
sen institutions in Gals
(Erlach)
The rebuilding and the exten-

sion of the old St.Johannsen "workhouse"

as the result of an architectural

competition (Architects: E. Raus-
ser and P. Clemencon, Berne) envis-

ages the creation of a therapeutic
home for mentally disturbed con-
victs, a semi-open house of deten-
tion, for 20 inmates each, and a

Sanatorium for alcoholic delinquents
as well as one for those addicted to
drugs.

The establishment is so

designed that when completed it will
resemble a prison as little as possible,
since the purpose of this Institution is

to prepare convicts for release into
normal life, some of whom have
served long terms in closed prisons.
The arrangement of the different
elements - residences, internal zones
and areas accessible from the outside
(church and cloister) - clearly ex-
presses the conception behind the
Institution: gradual adaptation to the
normal outside world and society.

Total reorganization of
the "Lindenhof" institutions
in Witzwil
The prison in Witzwil, built in

1885 and later continually extended,
has for a long time past no longer met
modern penal requirements. On the
basis of a theoretical competition, the
office of G. Brossard and W. Schweri
in Winterthur has thus been en-
trusted with working out a project.

The new buildings, which are
to be commenced in 1980, are
designed to accommodate first offen-
ders and repeaters under a semi-open
to open System. A maximum of 20

inmates is to be accommodated in
each of 9 residence groups, with these
residence groups enjoying a certain
autonomy, as regards internal Operations.

The complex is supplemented
by the required Workshops, training,
recreating and sports facilities. The
previously dominant farm will be cor-
respondingly reduced in scope.

Werner Jehle
Architecture and violence
in art
The arts have always con-

cerned themselves with the theme of
imprisonment, the isolation of the in-
dividual and his helplessness in the
face of arbitrary power and violence.

This theme is expressed not
only in Kafka'a "Trial" but also in
the "Carceri" by Piranesi, a

Romanesque relief on the Cathedral
in Basle depicting the Passion of
St.Vincent, as well as in many
pictures by Giorgio de Chirico in recent
times. Not imprisonment, but its op-
posite, liberation, was represented by
Konrad Witz in his Illustration of the
legend of St.Peter being released
from prison by an angel and being led
past the sleeping guards.

In all these representations,
what is expressed, is the violation of
the individual human being by
architectural forms, which may very
well be artistically composed for the

purpose, but which have been sug-
gested by reality.

Renovation of the young
people's home in Preles
The "Chätillon" young

people's home and its farm called "La
Praye", in Preles receives young people

who have left school, between the
ages of 15 and 22.

Since 1976, already existing
constructions of the extensive institu-
tion, to the extent it was worthwhile,

have been renovated and recon-
structed or replaced by new buildings.

The various projects, in which
the architects F. Kessler, Berne, and
Alain G. Tschumi, Biel, are both in-
volved, should be completed this

year.
In the main building, erected

in 1925, the cells on the south side
have been eliminated and the space
thus gained converted into a
residence area for the three groups of
pupils, with two semi-open and one
closed sections. A house for pupils
has been built new in "La Praye",
where a staff house has also been

built; there are under construction in
"Chätillon" an additional house for
pupils (open section), a staff house,
training Workshops for various manu-
al and technical trades (which are
also accessible to young people in the
district), a nursery garden and sports
and recreation facilities.

Reorganization and conver-
sion of the boarding school in
Erlach
This project by the ARB team

(K. Aellen, D. Reist, F. Biffiger,
Berne), which emerged from a

competition for the reorganization of the

young people's home in Erlach, has

as its object the conversion of the

previous premises. Instead of the
former dormitories, there will be in-
stalled classrooms. Four empty old
buildings in the Upper part of the old

town, which are most suitable for this

purpose, will be converted into
residences. The conversion will be

undertaken this year.

Special education centre
of Uri in Altdorf
The Special Education Centre

in Altdorf (Architects: J. Naef, E.
Studer, G. Studer, Zürich) is

designed both as a boarding and as a

day school. The special educational
and therapeutic installations of the
day school - out-patient clinic for
speech defects, gymnasium,
therapeutic bath, etc. - are separately
accessible, and in this way serve also
adult handicapped persons in the
Canton. In each of the 2 residence

groups of the special boarding school
there live 9 handicapped children, in
the 2 residence groups of the chil-
dren's home (welfare "cases") 14

pupils. The centre handles annually a

total of 60 children in 6 classes.

In contrast to the other buildings

presented in this Issue, the
architects were here confronted with
the problem of integrating the new

constructions in the already existing
historic architectural substance of the
town.

N. Morgenthaler
Poor Cläres Convent
in Chicago
Architects: CAPA, Chicago

Associates Planners + Architects;
Edward Noonan, Nikiaus Morgenthaler,

Jacques Blumer, Chicago
1967/68

The "Poor Cläres" Convent
was built as a new residence and

place of work for fifty nuns. it was the
first new monastic construction in the
USA to be realized subsequent to the
2nd Vatican Council and to attempt
to apply the ideas of reform emerging
from this Council.

The architects' assignment,
then, was to design a place which
could be experienced both as an open
place of work and contact and as a

secluded realm of meditation for a

monastic Community. For around two
thirds of the nuns, who at that time
had not been allowed to have any
contact with the outside world, this
construction was to constitute as rich-
ly differentiated an environment as

possible with ample opportunities for
contacts, enabling the nuns, circum-
spectly, to get into touch, little by
little, with the surrounding
Community.

At the present time, after
more than ten years of attempts on
the part of the church to recruit new
people for the convent, the entire
complex is to be given a different
function. This is an idea that was in
the back of our minds even as early as

the original planning stage. A school
of architecture and art, a home, a

residential Community, even a hotel,
any of these could be accommodated
here.
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