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In this issue
Otto Rudolf Salvisberg was born
in Köniz, near Berne (1882) and
died in Arosa, on a ski excursion
(1940). In Switzerland he is re-
membered respectfully as an
important architect and as an ex-
tremely successful teacher at the
ETH (1929-1940), yet he has not
entered the pantheon of the
"pionneers". The official histo-
riography of the modern movement

(Giedion, Roth, Sartoris,
etc.) has ignored him, and even
the most recent studies on German

and Swiss architecture
between the wars (Gubler, Huse)

manage to fill books without even
listing his name.

Seeond glance-architecture

In his introduetory essay, S. von
Moos tries to give an explanation
for Salvisberg's critical fate. And
he Singles out Salvisberg's
Machine Laboratory of the ETH in
Zürich (1930-1933), a building
which has qualities of an expres-
sionist "Stadtkrone", and yet ap-
pears, in the present context, as
almost scandalously "indifferent".

He thinks that today "its
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