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In thisissue...

The present issue documents five
large scale housing complexes of ill
repute from Europe and the US; one
of them occupying a particular niche
in the annales of architectural disas-
ter: Pruitt-Igoe (St.Louis, USA); two
others having become throughout
Europe bywords for all what is wrong
with contemporary urban renewal:
Sarcelles near Paris and the Mir-
kisches Viertel in West-Berlin.
Those who knew it all along that
large scale housing blocks “cannot”
work should, however, not bee too
triumphant: almost all the articles of
the present issue show that the deba-
cle of certain large scale public hous-
ing complexes has little or nothing to
do with the particular building type
chosen, but much with politics,
financing, social planning, equipment,

etc. Also, some of these projects have
actually overcome their initial dif-
ficulties which caused their ill repute
and, often to the amazement of their
critics, actually start to live.

In their examination of “The
Pruitt-Igoe Public Housing Complex,
1954-1976", Dr. Henry J. Schmandt,
and Prof. George D. Wendel give the
first full account and detailed critique
of the famous St-Louis project, whose
partial demolition in 1971 has helped
to generate a worldwide consensus
about large scale housing blocks and
their unsuitability for urban renewal.
After a detailed chronology of events
— planning, building, beginning de-
terioration, and eventual wholesale
demolition in 1976 — the authors ex-
amine the role of various factors,
especially  architectural  design,
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