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Summaries in English
the various tram and bus lines necessarily had to con-
verge at the Station. Finally, the main streams of
private motor traffic also had to run close to the Station.
This area being advantageously located, more and
more service facilities were attracted here, until the
railway Station, the Square in front and the business
center of the town have begun tu burst at the seams. A
total break-down can be prevented only by a gradual
disentanglement of these streams of traffic. For
various economic and urbanistic reasons, the pedestrian

is being sent Underground.
Station and city are merging underneath the Station

Square, and what remains on the surface is a waste-
land desolated by traffic, surrounded by carefully re-
novated or still to be renovated facades. which are
preserved as historic monuments, dating from times
when the Square was still the realm of the pedestrian.
Thus the city missed the Chance to regain an
urbanistic focus and to offer its pedestrians something
more than a mere Shopping concourse. Uli Huber

Basel
In Basel in 1975 still more parts of the underpass

zone beneath the Station Square were opened, with a
new Shopping area. leading to the Hilton Hotel and
the building of the International Settlements Bank.
The architects are not too easy about the result. so
that previous planning phases are being reconsidered.

Solothurn
The complex in Solothurn is typical of what is being

done in the small city. The traffic division is the familiär

one: vehicle above, pedestrian below. Given this
Situation, the architect can only do the best he can.

Berne
The new railway Station in Berne was inaugurated

in 1974, and it alone made possible the creation of a
spacious Station Square. However, this Square has
been occupied completely by private and public traffic

facilities. Since the Square itself is not yet in finished
State and planted, this Issue will report only on the

Underground pedestrian concourses. Although railway

Station Squares have often been laid out near old
fortifications, this is, as far as we know. the first time,
aside from Rome-Termini, the remains of such
constructions have been successfully integrated in a
pedestrian zone.

Zürich Airport, Terminal B
(See page 187)

On November Ist 1975 there was opened at Zürich
Airport the new Terminal B. the second Passenger
terminal at this airport, with associated parking facilities,

Garage B. This new terminal represents what is
probably the most important part of the expansion of
Zürich Airport, and it is a vital Step forward in the
planning and realization of the 3rd expansion phase
(cf. Werk 4/1973). In spite of the enormous scope of
the project and the complex planning problems in-
volved, the responsible team has succeeded in desi-
gning an air terminal whose meticulous planning is
obvious to every passenger using it.

The planning of the airport extension project oc-
curred in a period of constantly expanding air traffic.
The present capacity of the passenger facilities -
Terminal B is designed for 6 million passengers per
year - reckoned with a reserve lasting into the Eigh-
ties. Owing to the present reduced rates of increase,
füll utilization is being delayed, and the addition of
two further terminals included in the general plan has
become a project for a more distant future.

Underlying the terminal project is an operational
concept (cf. Werk 4/73, p. 422/426), which function-
ally regulates access, passenger flow and baggage
flow, and also allows for the requirements of visitors
and accompanying persons. The operational Situation
made imperative a subdivision of the terminals in
aecordance with flight destinations.

The client and the architects were agreed in their
endeavour to do justice to the significance of the first
airport in Switzerland and to the general emotional
involvement in the prestige of flying by devoting the
corresponding attention to design features. Moreover.

aecount had to be taken of the need for maximum

flexibility as well as the capacity for expansion.
in aecordance with the master plan, and this involved
both construction and design. Ease of installation and
maintenance, rapid progress in building and economic

Operation were additional criteria in the architectural

planning.
An attempt was made to create in the various pre-

mises a calming reassuring atmosphere, to balance
the adventure of flying. This is expressed in a cool
elegance of design, the keynote throughout being
Understatement.

The departure hall is situated in the central zone
beneath three large silver-grey Skylight Supports of
visible steel construction, which are considerably
elevated. The thorough-goint glazing of all partitions in
the top areas admits a certain amount of daylight.

Visual contact with airfield and planes gives the
passenger a Sensation of open space. The desired
atmosphere is reinforced by the dark-blue ceiling and a
light granite floor, with colourful animation being
furnished by the enamel facing of the various ticket-
window groups and walls.

The finger dock, whose central corridor is not very
high, presented very special design problems. In con-
trast to the departure and arrival levels, the ceiling
here is silver-grey. The space is articulated in the lon-
gitudinal direction by different types of ceiling, flat in
the waiting-rooms and coffered in the actual corridor
areas. Seating groups, display Windows and sales
Stands enliven and thus psychologically shorten the
passageway.

The gates are completely glazed, this affording
optical contact with plane and apron. The carpeting on
the floor, coffered ceiling and furnishings define the
spatial impression. The lively yellow shade of the
lavatory walls constitute bright colour accents.

The transit area is designed for longer stays. The
two waiting-rooms in the centre are adjoined by
restaurants, various service facilities and shops. All
shops have special display-windows of dark-eloxidiz-
ed aluminium slats, this producing a uniformly har-
monious effect. The materials and the colour scheme
employed in this area aim at a dignified atmosphere.
A large art window offers local museums an opportu-
nity to present their collections to an international
public.

The Customs hall is where the passenger Claims his
baggage. This area is functionally sober in design. The
dividing partition between this area and the arrival
hall is glazed to permit visual contact with those
fetching incoming passengers. Unfortunately, this
glass wall in the Customs clearance area had to be clo-
sed again for security reasons. The narrow arrival
hall, with its broad glazed front, ensures good visibi-
lity and constitutes a unit with the Customs hall in re-
spect of both materials and colour scheme.
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Les transports collectifs du
point de vue de l'utilisateur
Suite de la page 158

preciees peut-etre davantage
aujourd'hui qu'auparavant. Uli
Huber, FAS, architecte en chef des

CFF, qui expose son projet dans un
article, a largement participe ä la

redaction du chapitre trains et
gares.

La Suisse, avec sa propagande
touristique officielle, constitue cer-
tainement un cas exceptionnel. A
la difference de la television, il
semble etre possible d'y subventionner

des travaux de valeur avec
les deniers publics, remplissant
ainsi une mission culturelle veritable,

sans devoir abaisser le niveau
sous la pression de l'opinion publique.

De nombreuses publications
sont specialement concues pour la

propagande touristique ä l'etranger.

Pour celui qui voyage en

Suisse, cet effort se manifeste, les

affiches mises ä part, par la
presence de la revue «Suisse» dans

chaque wagon. Hans Kasser SWB,
son redacteur de longue date, y
contribue notablement ä la
presence culturelle de la Suisse.

Le developpement de nouveaux
wagons de chemin de fer est du

d'une part au progres technologi-
que et d'autre part ä une exigence
de confort croissante. Pour le
nouveau Swiss-express, les installations

rendues necessaires par la vi-
tesse accrue (climatisation,
largeur) s'accompagnent de mesures
d'ordre esthetique, pour un meilleur

confort. Ces mesures sont
examinees dans un article critique
sur le design.

Les gares suisses ont ete bäties

pour la plupart durant les annees
heroi'ques et d'expansion des
chemins de fer, une exception etant la

nouvelle gare de Berne, dont les

differentes etapes de planification

ont dejä fait l'objet de presenta-
tions dans «werk/oeuvre». La
majorite des gares urbaines connaissent

aujourd'hui une expansion
due ä la multiplication des Services

inherents ä un tel carrefour. Nous

nous trouvons au coeur de cette
evolution qui cause des mutations
desagreables dans de nombreuses
villes, provoquant souvent des dis-
cussions et des critiques. Les
publications de Solutions architecturales
et les articles de specialistes locaux
veulent contribuer au debat.

L'inauguration de la nouvelle

aerogare Terminal B de l'aeroport
de Zürich marque l'achevement
d'une des plus importantes realisations

de Suisse. Ce bätiment pour
les transports collectifs a ete realise

avec un souci du detail tout helvetique

remplissant ainsi sa fonction
d'enseigne de la Suisse. Le fait que
l'accent est mis sur la qualite de

famenagement est du aux inten-
tions du maitre d'oeuvre et ä un tra¬

vail extraordinaire de la part des

specialistes de la planification qui
se sont efforces de faire correspon-
dre la fonction utilitaire avec la
fonction repräsentative de
l'ensemble. II nous a semble interessant

de lui opposer des realisations
etrangeres - en tant que miroir de

pays dont le besoin de representation

se manifeste dans des
constructions utilitaires moins preten-
tieuses.

Une fois encore s'impose la
comparaison entre le train et
l'avion. Les gares suisses, souvent
des temoins prestigieux des
Premiers jours des chemins de fer, ont
su s'adapter au cours du siecle aux
exigences changeantes et au progres

technique et sont protegees
aujourd'hui comme monuments.
De quelle maniere les aerogares
survivront-elles? Comment les ge-
nerations futures les apprecie-
ront-elles? V.H.

(Traduction: Bernd Stephanus)


	

