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nomic and industrial needs in Grenoble and its
region.

There were three big overlapping phases covering
a period of nearly 10 years:
1. The Olympic Village, low-cost housing, plus the
west housing complex.
2. A group of 3500 housing units, of which 2500 are
low-cost units, situated on the north: Harlequin.
3. A group of 7500 units, with an industrial zone
offering 4500 jobs.

The aims
The basic idea and the unique feature of this

complex is to have taken account of the ‘““deracinat-
ed” character of the future residents, that is to say:
migrant workers, former rural dwellers, immigrants
of all nationalities. It was therefore necessary to
confront the problem of lack of social life engen-
dered often by the working conditions of most peo-
ple in these segments of the population (physical
fatigue, time devoted to travelling to and from
work, long hours on the job, etc...).

With the assistance of the architects Loiseau and
Tribel and the landscape architects Corajoud and
Ciriani, a special effort was made to integrate instal-
lations as closely as possible in daily life. The first
measure was the creation of a pedestrian street, at
ground-floor level, in direct connection with the
public amenities.

The latter were planned in the open with poly-
valent use, adapted to children, teenagers or adults.
There was also provided an educational-cultural
team system with teaching, cultural events and
everyday problems being integrated.

Two important elements, first of all, modify the
area:

— The vaulting.

— The use of colour and publicity — which catalyse
and animate the complex with great success and
also, at times, with a certain awkwardness. Then
there are mixed up all sorts of functions, vertical

den Korpus zum Arbeitstisch
den Korpus mit Vollausziigen
den Korpus fiir die Registratur
den Korpus fur die kleine Kasse
den Korpus der abschliessbar ist
den Stahlkorpus

Oswald Zzeigt

or horizontal connections, which make of this
street a veritable architectural bric-a-bac, which is
extremely appealing.

— Vertical connections: lifts and access stairs come
down to street level. But the entrance hall and
letter-boxes are located in a glass cage inserted in
the structure at the upper floor level, a true area
of transition between street and flat.

Realization
The street

This is certainly the essential element of the com-
plex. Because this street is alive. The architects have
created two street levels, with one underneath the
buildings. In this reserved area many needs, func-
tions and also space-determining aims are densely
clustered.

The elevated footbridges
The street is also varied by the elevated foot-
bridges giving access to other areas.

The horizontal connections

The immediate proximity of the installations con-
siderably enhances the quality of the street, giving
rise to a succession of areas, closed, open, semi-
closed, transparent, opaque, etc.

Impression and reality

This street is truly alive; the building plan in
setting up differentiated poles, implies continuous
traffic. Some children play in the street, others rol-
ler-skate or simply sit on red-checkered benches.
Life becomes more intense near schools or in the
shopping street. Here the shops have simply been
slipped into the structure — and one has the impres-
sion that this street may change in the future. Other
shops will fill in the structure.

Finally, we must stress the very important role
played by colour here, which accentuates the gener-
al impression.

Der Stahlkorpus mit seinem Fussgestell
aus naturfarbenem Eichenholz passt
in unser Normprogramm

The outdoor spaces

Two considerations have influenced the organiza-
tion of the grounds: the notion of the urban park
and the notion of countryside. It was necessary, in
fact, to create a reserve of parkland that 15000
residents would be induced too frequent. Therefore
it was necessary to satisfy all the needs of a varied
population: play areas for infants, a lake, a market,
a central square, open-air theatre, promenade for
the aged, etc.

However, it was also necessary to create a land-
scape on a flat site. Thus eight mounds were created
for the sake of variety and to provide look-out
points.

At the foot of the buildings, there are masses of
trees that soften the effect of the buildings. On the
diagonal, the promenade follows the movement
suggested by the mounds, and the result is a new
relief. Within this context the various installations
required for life in the open air can be set up.

Conclusion

In conclusion, we can say that the Harlequin dis-
trict represents a high level of urban development,
based on a reasonable functionalism, with due
regard for future residents; but from the architec-
tural standpoint it is open to criticism. P.L. Faloci

Current architectural events
in Spain
(See page 457)

In this article, our correspondent in Spain, the
architect César Ortiz-Echagiie of Madrid, presents
the most important architectural developments in
Spain. The reader will find here a series of photos
that will give him an idea of the various trends in
contemporary Spanish architecture.
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