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Shopping facilities. Everything in the settlement is con-
veniently situated near to the centres (see sketch no. 3).

Such a lay-out commends itself not only because of
the high cost of land in the vicinity of the centre but also
is an advantage to the centre itself as well as to the
residents. Some of the residents find within easy
distance a very attractive selection of commercial and non-
commercial establishments, which they can, quite com-
fortably and at practically any time, reach on foot. The
shops in the centre have a regulär clientele, who buy
principally in the centre, these regulär customers can
also shop outside the peak periods, which serves to level
out the work-load of the centre. The access roads are
loaded only with a planned load and the infra-structure
provided for the centre is better and more evenly used.

Should the centre be connected to a capable public
transport System, then the Provision of office and trade
buildings within the centre is a distmct possibility.

Finally, it is also an advantage if the Government itself
establishes some of its Offices in the centre or near
vicinity. For example in such a centre it would be
possible to provide theatres. community halls, swimming
baths, schools and doctors' and dentists' practices (in a

medical centre) for which the excellent transport
connections and central position are an advantage which
also benefit the population. In addition, the centre
would also be used at those times when the Shops were
shut, for example evenings and on Sundays.

Centres as just described are not without their problems.

These problems appear above all during their planning

and realization, especially in Switzerland where
such large Settlements are seldom planned and built
together. First of all there is a great lack of large adjacent
plots of land, which would permit such projeets to be
undertaken. especially in those agglomerations where
they would be particularlyeffective. Secondly the Settlements

and centres would be provided by different un-
dertakmgs, who would not often make the effort to
coordinate their plans or even work together. Thirdly, the
great number of undertakings often requiresa considerable

distribution of Sites in the available area whereby it
is questionable whether a dose interweaving of produets

would be basically possible. Finally, it is still the
public building intentions, insofar as they affect the
infra-structure or other establishments, which can hard-
ly ever be reconciled with private projeets because the
decisions on both sides will be taken at different times
and aecording to different critena.

The Extension of Centres in the Middle
of Towns

A third possibility for the Provision of modern and
capable medium-sized centres lies in the extension of
existing centres in the middle of towns (see sketch
no.4).

Most of the existing town-centres have a developed
old town nucleus in which new large-area businesses
can be provided only with much, partly unwanted,
interference with the buildings already there. These old
towns, however provide the greater part of the fascina-
tion and attraction of the towns. It would be wrong,
therefore, to erect new modern centres a few kilometres
away from them, because this would lead automatically
to these old towns dying out. This applies equally to
well-preserved centres of agglomerations' suburbs,
whose tradition also should not be put at stake without
consideration, in that new competitive establishments
are built in their neighbourhood.

On the contrary the buildings of a new centre with
modern and rational establishments directly before the
doors of the old towns brings advantages. The old town
Profits from the additional attraction of the new centre
and the new centre profits from the atmosphere of the
old town. In the old town those Shops and businesses
can keep, orfind their locations which do not requiretoo
much space and for which a relatively low rent is
required, for example speciality shops, handicraft
businesses, antique shops and galleries.

Aecording to the definition of micro-location in a

medium-sized centre we cannot use one or the other ot
the modeis refferred to herein, without considenng the
general factors for micro-locations. Besides these
factors, as far as the building plot and the Provision of
Services are concerned, the following should be defi-
nitely mentioned: »regional plans »existing projeets
and plans for adjacent areas • building regulations,
rights and obligations. Translation: Dr. J. Hüll ¦
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