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«WERK» NO 9/1953 RESUMfiS FRANCAIS

Les maisons tours du «Letzigraben» et le projet d'urbani-
sation du quartier de In Brahmsstrasse, ä Zürich 273

Architect: A.H.Steiner FAS, architecte de la ville de Zürich

II s'agissait de bätir une zone triangulaire, dont le centre,
actuellement comble, avait longtemps ete carriere, les
diverses parcelles, d'autre part, appartenant soit ä la ville
soit ä des particuliers que l'on chercha ä faire contribuer ä
l'oeuvre d'ensemble ou ä desinteresser par voie d'aehat. Idee
directrice: mettre le plus grand nombre de logements
possible en rapport organique avec le parc ä amenager au
centre. Pour ce faire, creation de maisons tours (jusqu'ä 12

etages), d'immeubles de 8 etages et, en outre, de maisons
de 4 etages (pour plus grands logements). La forme en Y
adoptöe pour les maisons tours a permis d'en disposer tous
les logements vers la zone de verdure et le Midi. Chaque
maison tour comprend 44 logements de 2 et 3 pieces. Entre
les blocs regneront des jardins rejoignant eux-memes le
parc, cependant que les hauts immeubles seront flanques
de pavillons n'ayant qu'un rez-de-chaussee: magasins,
garages et un restaurant. Par ailleurs, en ce qui concerne les
constructions, actuellement en voie d'execution, de la
«Brahmsstrasse», on a surtout cherche ä creer des logements
ä bon marche (192 logements d'une, deux, trois et quatre
pieces, plus 18 garages et 12 boutiques ou ateliers). Enfin,
le parc ne sera pas seulement un element de l'unite urbanis-
tique en cause, mais devra servir au quartier dans son
ensemble (jardin d'enfants, terrains de jeu, etc.). - On
compte que le projet sera completement execute fin 1954.

La « Cite Rotterdam » ä Strasbourg 281

1951/53, Eugene Beaudouin, architecte, Paris

Cette cite de 800 logements, la plus grande experience
francaise en ce domaine depuis la guerre, se compose, sur
un terrain de 10 ha, de hautes maisons de 9 ä 13 etages, de
constructions moins hautes aux logements plus vastes, pour
familles nombreuses, d'une ecole de 30 classes — le tout
formant un fer ä cheval encerclant un vaste parc.
L'ensemble, termine en avril 1953, n'a demande que 16 mois de
travail, temps record en France.

«La nouveile ville marocainc» ä Fez 276

1950)51, Michel Ecochard, chef du Service d'urbanisme et
d'Architecture du Protektorat, architecte-urbaniste, Paris/
Babat; K.J.Hodel, arch.SIA, Lucerne

De 1912 ä 1949, la population de Fez a passe de 70000 ä
170000 habitants et, si la ville europeenne a ete d'emblee
coneue tres vaste, la vieille ville arabe, la Medina, d'une
densite de population de 300 hab. ä l'ha il y a 50 ans, en a
une aujourd'hui de plus de 1500. Aussi a-t-on deeide d'ele-
ver au N.-O. une nouveile ville arabe bien reliee ä l'an-
cienne et ä la ville europeenne. Une premiere etape (pour
20000 hab.) a ete jusqu'ici elaboree en detail, et, en 1952,
on a commence de realiser la partie sud, un vaste terrain
etant de plus reserve au-dessus du cimetiere de Sidi Amar
(Bab Segma) pour une universite marocaine moderne. —

La population de l'exterieur, qui ne cesse de venir grossir
le nombre des habitants, n'aequerant que peu ä peu des
habitudes urbaines, on a cree, de part et d'autre du trace
des rues, des parcelles de 8 m sur 8, utilisables selon trois

Stades d'habitat: la tente ou la hutte de paille (nuala) des
nomades; la maison mediterraneenne ä cour int6rieure et
sans autre etage que le rez-de-chaussee; la maison (d'in-
fluence europeenne) ä plusieurs etages.

Projet de maisons d'liiibittüion n plusieurs cUi|jes ä Fez 288

1952, K.J.Hodel, arch.SIA, Lucerne

Dans ce projet coneu pour la population musulmane du
Maroc, on a cherche ä tenir compte: 1. des conditions cli-
materiques (l'exposition au midi est, aussi sous cette lati-
tude, la meilleure); 2. de la necessite (la femme musulmane
ne pouvant se montrer non voilee ä des etrangers) de de-
fendre chaque logement des regärds du dehors. D'oü des
fenetres haut situees et partiellement obturees de lamelles
servant aussi de bi ise-soleil.

L'art moderne en Aniridie 293

par Werner Hofmann

Si Hugo von Hofmannsthal put ecrire en 1893: «L'art, ä
Vienne, n'a point de marche», la capitale, bientöt apres,
non seulement engendrait toute une floraison de gloires
internationales dans les lettres, la musique et les scienees,
mais s'illustrait aussi par des peintres comme Klimt,
Kokoschka, Schiele, et l'architecte Adolf Loos. Entre les deux
guerres, une tradition jiicturale avait eommence de se
constituer, que le second conflit mondial interrompit. Seul
Herbert Boeckl la represente actuellement, continue par
Carl TJnger, l'un et l'autre aboutissant ä l'art abstrait. Les
jeunes, un peu hesitants, trouvent plus facilement acces ä
l'expression graphique qu'ä la peinture, et sont grandement
influences par Alfred Kubin, ce puissant surrealiste avant
la lettre. Sans pouvoir enumerer en un simple resume les
nombreuses tendances et personnalites de l'art autriehien
contemporain, relevons seulement ces deux traits propres
au pays: l'impopularite des recherches abstraites pures
(cependant fort actives) et l'heritage baroque qui ne laisse
point de se manifester ehez beaucoup. Quant ä la sculpture,
eile est indubitablement dominee par l'art de Fritz
Wotruba. - D'une maniere generale, l'art viennois vivant est
nettement conscient de ses rapports avec l'Occident; mais
les createurs oeuvrent dans un milieu qu'un exees de tra-
ditions a rendu indifferent. Ils parlent dans le vide, disait
dejä Adolf Loos, et ä cet egard leur Situation n'a point
change.

L'ceuvre j/rave de Johann Itobert Schüren 301

par Kurt Sponagel

J.R.S. (1895-1941), ne ä Aarau, mais de sang bernois, fut
eleve du peintre Leuenberger ä Zollikon (prös Zürich), puis,
ä Geneve ä partir de 1916, fut parfois conseille par Hodler.
Apres un sejour ä Choex (Valais), puis, en 1922, ä Florence,
il vecut solitairement ä Locarno Monti, avant de s'eteindre
ä Ascona. - Outre ses toiles et de tres nombreux dessins et
aquarelles, il n'a laisse que 36 planches gravees, mais qui
temoignerit d'un grand talent de dessinateur mis au Service
d'un art resolument non-abstrait, tout interiorite et mani-
festant essentiellement une vision infiniment grave de la vie
et de l'univers.



«WERK» N° 9/1953 SUMMARIES IN ENGLISH

The Tower Houses of the "Letzigraben" and the Town-
Plimning Projeel of theBrahms-Strasse District, at Zürich 273
Architect: A.H.Steiner FAS, Town Architect of Zürich

The plan was to build on a triangulär site, of which the
centre, which is now filled up, had for a long time been a
gravel-pit. The various parts of the site belonged either to
the town or to private parties. The governing idea: to place
the greatest possible number of apartments in organic
relation to the park to be laid out in the centre. To achieve
this: building of tower houses (up to 12 stories), blocks of
flats of 8 stories, and also 4 story houses (for larger
apartments). The Y formation adopted for the tower houses
made it possible to make all the apartments face the green
area and the South. Each tower house includes 44
apartments of 2 or 3 rooms. Between the blocks there will be
gardens which will join onto the park, while the high blocks
are flanked by one-storey detached buildings, containing
shops, garages and restaurant. Besides this, as far as the
Brahms-Strasse buildings now under construction are con-
cerned, the main idea has been to build inexpensive apartments

(192 apartments of one, two, three and four rooms,
and 18 garages and 12 shops or Workshops). Finally, the
park will not be solely an element in the town-planning unit
in question, but will serve the district as a whole (children's
garden, playing-grounds, etc.). - It is estimated that the
project will be completed towards the end of 1954.

The "€it6 Rotterdam" at Strassburg 281

1951/53, arch. Eugene Beaudouin, Paris

This housing estate of 800 apartments, the biggest French
experiment in this field since the war, lies on a terrain of
10 hectares and consists of high houses of 9 to 13 stories, the
lower buildings having larger apartments, for larger fa-
milies, and a school of 30 classes. The whole estate is in a
horseshoe formation encircling a large park. The entire
project, which was completed in April 1953, only took 16
months to construct, which is a reoord time for France.

Refleetions on the Conditions of the Programme and its
Execution 282

by Eugene E. Beaudouin

The Ministry of Reconstruction and Town Planning had
organized a competition for this project between teams
which had to include, besides the architect or architects,
engineers and building firms. The achievement of the
programme within the set time by the team appointed was
made possible by the strict Observation ofthe slogan, "Not
a day, not a sou" more than the engagements undertaken. —

It was difficult, but essential, to maintain a team spirit in
every section. It was no less important for the head of the
undertaking to compose a dossier with füll knowledge of the
purpose ofthe project, then a preliminary project and finally
the definitive project. The most instructive experience was
the Organization of the area of work and its rational manage-
ment, and, from the point of view of economy, the choice of
the materials which were the most advantageous locally at
a given time, and also the bearing in mind of the necessity
of normalizing the fittings connected with comfort and
grouping the household installations in one Single element.

The "New Maroccan Town" at Fez 286

1950/51, Michel Ecochard, Head of the Town-Planning and
Architectural Department of the Protectorate, Architect and
Town-Planner, Paris/Babat; K.J.Hodel, arch. SIA, Lucerne

From 1912 to 1949, the population of Fez increased from
70,000 to 170,000 inhabitants. Although the European
town was conceived on a very large scale from the beginning,
the old Arab town, the Medina, which had a density of 300

inhabitants to the hectare 50 years ago, now has a density
of more than 1500 to the hectare. It has now been deeided
to build, at N.W., a new Arab town, well connected to the
old town and to the European town. A first stage (for 20,000
inhabitants) has already been completely built, and, in 1952,
work was begun on the Southern part. A large area has been
reserved, above the Sidi Amar Cemetery (Bab Segma), for
a modern Moroccan University. - Since the Arabs of the
interior, who are continually migrating to the town, only
aequire the urban way of life slowly, lots of 8 metres Square
have been reserved in certain sectors for use in accordance
with 3 stages of urbanization: the tent or straw hut (nuala)
of the nomads; the one-storey Mediterranean house with
interior courtyard; and the house of several stories (with
European influence).

Project for Blocks of Fiats at Fez 288

K.J.Hodel, arch. SIA, Lucerne

In this project, conceived for the Moslem population of
Morocco, the following factors have been taken into con-
sideration: 1. the climatic conditions (houses facing the
South-East, the best quarter at this latitude); 2. the necessity

of keeping the interior of eaeh room out of sight from
outside (since Moslem wömen are not allowed to show
themselves unveiled to strangers). The Windows are there-
fore situated high up and are partly obscured by laminated
blinds, which also serve as protection from the sun.

Modern Art in Austria 293

by Werner Hofmann

Although Hugo von Hofmannsthal was able to write in
1893, "Art has no market in Vienna", the Austrian capital
soon afterwards produced not only great numbers of
international figures in literature, music and science, but also
painters like Klimt, Kokoschka and Schiele, and the architect

Adolf Loos. A tradition in painting had begun to grow
up between the two wars, but the second war interrupted it.
Only Herbert Boeckl represents it now, his work being
followed by Carl Unger; both of them border on abstraet
art. The younger artists, a little hesitant, find access more
easily to graphic expression than to painting, and they are
greatly influenced by Alfred Kubin, the great Surrealist.
Without being able to enumerate, in a summary, all the
tendencies and Personalities of contemporary Austrian art,
we mention only two traits peculiar to the country: the
unpopularity of pure abstraet researches (which are, how-
ever, very active), and the Baroque heritage, which is very
much in evidence. As for sculpture, it is indubitably domin-
ated by the art of Fritz Wotruba. - Generally speaking,
Viennese art of today is clearly conscious of its connections
with the West; but the artists work in a milieu which has
been rendered indifferent by an excess of traditions. Adolf
Loos has already said that they work in a vaeuum, and in
this respect the Situation has not changed at all.

The Fugravings of Johann Bobert Schürch 301

by Kurt Sponagel

J.R.S. (1895-1941), born at Aarau of Bernese parents, was
a pupil of the painter Leuenberger at Zollikon (near
Zürich), and then, at Geneva from 1916, was sometimes given
advice by Hodler. After a visit to Choex (Valais) and then,
in 1922, to Florence, he lived in solitude at Locarno-Monti,
before moving to Ascona, where he died. Apart from his
paintings and a great many drawings and water-colours, he
left only 36 engraved plates. These, however, show a great
talent as a draughtsman put to the Service of a resolutely
non-abstract art, with great feeling, and manifesting
essentially an infinitely serious vision of life and the universe.
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