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Norman Norell was born in Noblesville, Indiana, and
as a child his family moved to Indianapolis where he
lived until he was 19.
From early boyhood he yearned to be an artist and his
education was directed toward that goal. He went to
New York to study painting at the Parsons School and
then graduated from the Pratt Institute.
During his student years he discovered the possibilities
of self-expression dress design offered and received his
first chance in an assignment to do the costumes for the
Rudolph Valentino film, ‘The Sainted Devil’.
He designed Gloria Swanson’s costumes for the film
‘Zaza’, then joined the stafl of the Brooks Costume
Company.
Charles Armour, the dress manufacturer, sensed Norell’s
gift formodern fashion design. The young designer spent
four years in the Armour organization, then joined the
staff of Hattie Carnegie, where he remained until 1941,
when the firm of Traina-Norell was established.
Instant acclaim greeted the first Traina-Norell collection.
The lithe, cleanly proportioned Norell silhouette, the
audacious use of rich fabric, and the faultless detail of the
clothes brought his name into world prominence within
a year of his emergence as an independent designer.
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MODEL : NORMAN NORELL, NEW YORK MODEL: NORMAN NORELL, NEW YORK MODEL : NORMAN NORELL, NEW YORK
Braid embroidery with appliquéd guipure flowers by Evening dress in cotton organdy by White organdy with large flower motifs by
FORSTER WILLI & CO., ST-GALL FORSTER WILLI & CO., ST-GALL FORSTER WILLI & CO., ST-GALL

In 1943, Norman Norell was the first designer to receive
the Coty American Fashion Critics’ Award. The jury
cited his launching of several fundamental trends that
had wide effect upon the entire fashion industry: the
sequinned cocktail dress, the cloth coat, either sequin
studded or fur lined for daytime and evening, the
sweater-topped evening skirt, the revival of the chemise
dress and fur slacks that set a new fashion in lounging
costumes.
In 1951, he again was singled out by the Coty Award
jury, with the first Return Award for the ‘exceptional
beauty and importance to fashion of his Winter 1951
collection’.
In 1958, he was the first to reach the Hall of Fame rank
of the Coty Award.
Mr. Norell terminated his 19 years association with
Traina-Norell Corporation to become president of his
own firm, Norman Norell, Inc. The first collection of
the new firm was presented in June, 1960.
Noted today for making some of the most sophisticated
clothes in the world, Norman Norell is still his Indiana-
bred self'in his quiet, friendly manner and speech.
He collects French antiques and Chinese porcelains
which decorate his New York apartment.
He is an avid auction fan, and may be found most
Saturday afternoons at his favorite ‘sport’, bidding for
treasures at the Parke-Bernet Galleries.
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