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Manila

The First
Lady

of the
Philippines

and the Embroideries of Forster Willi & Co., St. Gall

The name is Imelda Marcos, the First Lady of
the Philippines - an image so richly endowed with
assurance, simplicity and regality that employing
superlatives about her becomes second nature to
the millions who love and admire her. Mrs. Imel-
da Marcos has captured the Filipino’s public ima-
gination. This is because of the fact that Filipi-
nos have a preference or perhaps nostalgia for
the uncomplicated world her person evokes, of
sunshine, honor and domestic felicity.

Since her reign as the First Lady of the Philip-
pines, Mrs. Imelda Marcos has had a long line of



Mrs. Imelda Marcos, First Lady of the Philippines, wearing
a traditional Filipino Terno designed by Ramon Valera,
foremost Manila Couturier, made of embroidered organza
with applications by Forster Willi & Co, St. Gall,

which is available at the leading department store of

Manila — Rustan’s.




Mrs. Imelda Marcos, First Lady of the Philippines, photogra-
phed in the Malacanang Palace, official residence of the
President and His Wife, wearing a Filipino Terno designed
by Ramon Valera, foremost Manila Couturier, made of lame
guipure lace by Forster Willi & Co, St. Gall, exclusively
represented by Rustan’s of Manila.




accomplishment behind her. People say that she is
one of the few who are gifted with that rare talent
of turning and planning out complex things with
a symphonic touch that makes everything come
out precise, harmonious, successful. She is full
of optimism and brims over fresh ideas for pro-
moting tourism, beautifying the city, encouraging
arts, patronizing cottage industries. One of her
major accomplishments was the fund drive she
herself launched for the building of what was to
be the first cultural centre in Manila. Within a
short period of twenty days, Mrs. Imelda Mar-
cos was able to raise twenty million pesos, an
accomplishment that is hard to top.

Her hard role as the First Lady does not, however,
alter with her role as a wife. She is a true man’s
woman for her life definitely revolves around her
man. And it is extremely difficult to conceive of
Mrs. Imelda Marcos in isolation from President
Ferdinand Marco. As she herself puts it, “We
are sort of a package deal”.

Mrs. Imelda Marcos is also a devoted, thought-
ful mother to three precious children (two lovely
girls, Imee and Irene and a handsome boy named
Bongbong). In spite of her tight schedule, she
still mahages to find time to supervise the chil-
dren in their homework and also play.
Without trying to be one, Mrs. Imelda Marcos
is now a fashion setter in Manila. Fashion-cons-
cious females are copying her style of dressing.
A very traditional sort of person and possessing
the characteristics considered “de rigueur” at the
turn of the century, Mrs. Imelda Marcos will sure-
ly make a mark in history as one of the most
stately first ladies. As one columnist aptly put it,
“it is very difficult not to ‘queennify’ her”.
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