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The Part Played by Textiles
at the Lausanne Fair in 1965

The Lausanne Fair or « Swiss Comptoir » as it is known
locally took advantage of the pause enforced on it in 1964
by the Swiss National Exhibition being held in Lausanne,
to carry out various structural changes and alterations
to the premises. Thus for example the traditional exhi-
bition of textiles, devoted mainly to ready-to-wear
clothing and household textiles, formerly held in a typical,
rather cold-looking exhibition hall, was housed in new
premises better suited to its character and needs. Without
being at all cramped the new hall is more self-contained ;
a circular gallery makes it possible to increase the actual
exhibition area and offers greater scope to decorators, while
at the same time giving visitors an attractive overall
view of the whole sector and making it easier to visit.

As we have said, the textile sector at the Lausanne Fair
is mainly occupied by local and regional firms in the
fields of ready-to-wear clothing and household textiles,
in accordance with the national character of the whole fair
and its traditional visitors. Furthermore the management

of the Swiss Compoir devotes to this part of the Fair
a care fully justified by the popularity it enjoys. In 1965,
the textile sector at the Lausanne Fair covered an area
of almost 25,000 sq. ft. at floor level and 21,000 sq. ft.
in the gallery, and showed the products and creations of
some fifty exhibitors. In order completely to renew the
general presentation of these stands, the management of
the Fair had organized a competition among interior
decorators, the most outstanding of whom was the young
Lausanne decorator Samy Benjamin. The overall arrange-
ment of the textile salon was therefore entrusted to this
young artist with very modern ideas. Above, we show
one view which will enable readers to gain a general idea
of the whole, it being impossible owing to the nature of
the display to give an overall view.

Let us add that next year’s Fair, the 47th Swiss Comp-
toir, will be held in Lausanne from September 10th to
25th, 1966, with the official participation of Finland as
guest of honour in the foreign pavilion.
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