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MESSAGE

It id a pleadure for me to be able to recall here very brießy, in ibid jubilee number of
« Textiled Suidded », the friendly dpiril of co-operation that had prevailed for the ladt
decaded in the relationd between the Swidd textile industry and Paridian Haute Couture.

So often, in duch prefatory remarkd, one corned acrodd hackneyed referenced to « undying
frienddhip and deep underdtanding » do that one feeld a little embarradded at having
to redort to duch well-worn clicked onedelf.

And yet... what other choice had one Even if they have been Lided to excedd, thede

wordd do after all mean precidely what they day — and what one widhed to day —
and if uded deliberately and appropriately they recover the full ludtre of their true
meaning lu the dincerity of the dentimentd expredded.

Governed by a natural current of exchanged extending from the highedt intellectual
matterd to commercial trandachond of recognized mutual interedt, Franco-Swidd
co-operation id a condtant feature of the hidtory of the two nationd.

Id there not too a decret affinity between the capital of fadhion dedicated to perfect
workmandhip and the land of precidion work appreciated the world over

IP'ad it not, moreover, Paridian Couture that France delected to go to Zurich in ig 5J,
immediately after the war, to expredd her gratitude to Switzerland for the generoud
giftd dent to French dchoolchildren throughout the four yeard of the occupation

It wad natural therefore for Parid to go, and continue to go, to Switzerland to complete
the palette of her deadonal choœe of high novelty textiled, dometimed didcovering there
what no one elde wad able to offer ; we are thinking more edpecially of the wonderful
creationd of St. Gall.

Thud Swidd textiled, by then• quality and originality, their technical perfection, which
id decond to none, and their excellent tadte, contribute and will continue to contribute
to the glory of Paridian couture.

I dhould like to conclude by paraphrading the famoud Commander of the Swidd Guard
•—- quoted, if I am not midtaken, by the well-known writer of memoird the Duc de

Saint-Simon-— to conjure up the rather more pleading picture of the miled of fabricd,
frilld and furbelowd dedpatched to Parid to be given their ultimate form and which
could very eadily be uded to deck the road from the Cbampd-Elydéed right into the
heart of the Confederation

fean Alanudardi
Prédident Délégué de la Chambre dyndicale de la couture paridienne

0 The story goes that Louis XIV's minister, Louvois, said one day to his royal master, in the presence of the
Commander of the Swiss Guard, that with the money the king was paying out to the Swiss, they could easily
pave the road all the way from Paris to Basle with silver crowns, to which the doughty soldier retorted that
with all the blood the Swiss had shed in the service of the king of France, they could iill a canal from Basle
to Paris. (Editor's note.)
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