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VELCRO — A sensational Swiss invention conquers the world

A Swiss invention is fast conquering the markets of the
world and revolutionising a whole sector of the textile
industry.

This sensational novelty is a new fastener, consisting
of two superimposed or juxtaposed rihbons which interlock

and adhere securely together by an ingenious system
of minute hooks, merely on being pressed together (Fig. 1).
This fastener can be opened as easily as it is closed,
without any effort whatsoever, simply by pulling on one
of the ribbons (Fig. 3).

The story behind the invention of this fastener is an
amusing one. The inventor, Mr. G. de Mestral of Nyon
(Switzerland), was out for a walk one day in the Jura
mountains when he fell into a clump of burs and spent a

good half hour trying to remove them from his corduroy
trousers.

« How is it these burs stick so well » he wondered. It
took him four years to find a practical answer to this
question, patiently perfecting, with the help of a Swiss
weaving loom manufacturer, two strips of nylon which
would hook onto each other even more securely than the
burs to his trousers. One of the strips, like the bur, is
covered with hundreds of hooks (about 380 to the sq. inch)
made of single filament nylon, the other is a sort of uncut
velvet composed of thousands of loops (approx. 5,160 to
the sq. inch) (Fig. 1).

One has only to press these two ribbons together, even
very lightly, and they immediately hook onto each other ;

as soon as one pulls them apart, they unhook.
Consequently they make a fastener that is as simple in operation

as it is practical, and which in certain tests to which
it has been submitted lias been opened and closed as

many as 30,000 times without the slightest wear.
10.85 sq. inches of Velcro closer stands a pull of up to

88 lbs.
This closer is washable and can be sterilised at a

temperature up to 110° C (230° Fahrenheit). It can be
ironed (external surface) and chemically cleaned. It can
be sewn, stuck and dyed ; it is manufactured in different
lengths and supplied in rolls of 20, 30 or 50 mm. widths
(inches 0.79-1.18-1.97).

Its scope is tremendous.
For clothing : town clothes, sportswear, dressing gowns,

pyjamas, underwear, maternity clothes, waterproofs, etc.
For interior decorating and furnishing : curtains, drapes,

furniture covers, rug and carpet fixtures. For the
leather industry (Fig. 2) : footwear, sandals, bags, travel
articles, belts, etc. For orthopedics : dressings, belts,
corsets (Fig. 3), bandages, surgical stockings, etc. For
industry : the uses of Velcro in industry would be too
long to enumerate here and are beyond the scope of this
article.

The appearance of Velcro on the market, in particular
the textile market, is bringing about a veritable revolution.

To close, we wish to stress the fact that this is a purely
Swiss invention, conceived and carried out entirely in
Switzerland, and that it is a credit to the industry of this
country, which is well known for its spirit of inventiveness
and the improvements it has made in the field of machine
engineering, particularly with regard to textile machinery.

Velcro S.A., Nyon



Index des annonceurs et des maisons mentionnées dans la partie rédactionnelle

Index of Advertisers and Firms contributing to the Editorial Features of this Number

Indice de los anunciantes y de las casas mencionadas en las paginas de texto

Verzeichnis der Inserenten und der im redaktionellen Teil erwähnten Firmen

BRODERIES ET DENTELLES - EMBROIDERIES AND LACES -BORDADOS Y ENCAJES - STICKEREIEN UND SPITZEN

Altoco S. A., St-Gall 117
Bischoff Textiles S. A., St-Gall 9,22,91,118,119
Bosshard & Cie S. A., St-Gall 10
Burgauer & Co. S. A., St-Gall 16
Eisenhut & Co., Gais 133
Eugster & Huber S. A., St-Gall 28
Filtex S. A., St-Gall 10
Christian Fischbacher Co., St-Gall 27
Forster Willi & Cie, St-Gall 25,31,41,45,80,88,89,95
H. Frei &Cie, Diepoldsau 10
Aug. Giger & Cie, St-Gall 134
Carl Gorini, St-Gall 10
R. & W. Graf, Rebstein 134
Hausammann Textiles S. A., Winterthur 28
Honegger & Cie S. A., St-Gall 28, III
Hufenus &,Cie, St-Gall 132
Willy Jenny & Co., St-Gall 131
Kleinberger & Co., St-Gall 133
Leumann, Boesch & Co. S. A., Kronbühl-St-Gall 133
J. G. Nef & Co. S. A., Hérisau 11,32,64
Neuburger & Co. S. A., St-Gall 117
Oertie & Co., Teufen 16
Rau S. A-, St-Gall 44
Reichenbach & Cie, St-Gall 29, 65, 90
Roelli & Cie S. A„ St-Gall 28
Jakob Rohner S. A., Rebstein 19, 43, 61, 83, 87
Paul Sailer & Co., St-Gall 132
Jakob Schläpfer, St-Gall 132
Walter Schrank & Co., St-Gall 35, 40, 42, 44
Ed. Sturzenegger S. A., St-Gall 120, 130
A.-G. vorm. Gebrüder Tobler & Co., Teufen 10
Union S. A., St-Gall 36, 37, 38, 39, 81

Wetter & Cie, Hérisau 10

CHAUSSURES — SHOES — CALZADOS - SCHUHE

Chaussures Bally S. A., Schönenwerd 12

COLORANTS - DYESTUFFS - COLORANTES -FARBSTOFFE

Ciba Société Anonyme, Bâle IV
J. R. Geigy S. A., Bâle 1,2
Sandoz S. A., Bâle 7

CONFECTION ET LINGERIE EN TISSUS - WOVEN READY-
MADE WEAR AND UNDERGARMENTS - ROPAS HECHAS Y
ROPAS INTERIOR DE TEJIDO - KONFEKTION UND WÄSCHE
AUS STOFF

Emile Anderegg S. A., Weinfelden 28
Baerlocher & Co., Rheineck 28
Kneubuhler & Cie, Zofingue 136
Leumann, Boesch & Co. S. A., Kronbühl-St-Gall 133
Marty & Co., Zurich 79
Société Anonyme Jacob Scherrer, Romanshorn 129

DIVERS - MISCELLANEOUS - DIVERSOS -VERSCHIEDENES

Siegfried Bollag & Co., Buying Agents, Zurich 10

Alfred Rosenstiel, Zurich 4 131

ÉCHARPES ET CARRÉS - SQUARES AND SCARVES -CUADRADOS Y ECHARPES - SCHÄRPEN UND VIERECKTÜCHER

F. Blumer & Cie, Schwanden 13, 123
Filtex S. A., St-Gall 10
Christian Fischbacher Co., St-Gall 27
Honegger & Cie S. A., St-Gall III
Max Kreier Co., St-Gall 121

Siber & Wehrli S. A., Zurich 6
Stoffel & Co., St-Gall 21

Arthur Vetter & Co., Zollikon 136

FILÉS ET RETORS - YARNS AND TWISTS - HILADOS Y
TORCIDOS — GARNE UND ZWIRNE

Boppart & Co. S. A., Goldach 136
Braschler & Cie, Zurich 10
Heberlein & Co. S. A., Wattwil 14
Société industrielle pour la schappe, Bâle 4
Hans Städler S. A., St-Gall 10
Trub & Cie S. A., Uster 28
Zwicky & Cie, Wallisellen 10

FILS A COUDRE - SEWING THREADS - HILOS DE COSER —
NÄHFADEN

E. Mettler-Muiler S. A., Rorschach 28
Zwicky & Cie, Wallisellen 10

LAINE — WOOL — LANA — WOLLE
Tissage Bleiche S. A., Zofingue 133

MOUCHOIRS - HANDKERCHIEFS - PANUELOS -TASCHENTÜCHER
Baerlocher & Co., Rheineck 28
Bischoff Textiles S. A., St-Gall 9
Filtex S. A., St-Gall 10
Christian Fischbacher Co., St-Gall 27
A. Gunther & Co. S. A., St-Gall 136
Honegger & Cie S. A., St-Gall 28, III
Kleinberger & Co., St-Gall 133
Max Kreier Co., St-Gall 121
J. G. Nef & Cie S. A., Hérisau 11

Oertie & Co., Teufen 16
Jakob Rohner S. A., Rebstein 19
Paul Sailer & Co., St-Gall 132
Stoffel & Co., St-Gall 21
Ed. Sturzenegger S. A., St-Gall 130
S. A. ci-devant Tobler Frères & Cie, Teufen 10

TEINTURIERS, IMPRIMEURS, FINISSEURS — DYERS,
PRINTERS, FINISHERS - TINTOREROS, ESTAMPADORES,
APRESTADORES — FÄRBER, DRUCKER, APPRETEURE
Stoffel & Co., St-Gall 21
Weberei Sirnach, Sirnach 10
Alwin Wild, St. Margrethen 10
Zwicky & Cie, Wallisellen 10
Winzeier, Ott & Cie S. A., Weinfelden 135

TISSUS DE COTON, SOIE, LIN, RAYONNE, NYLON ET
FIBRANNE - COTTON, SILK, LINEN, RAYON, NYLON AND
STAPLE-FIBRE FABRICS — TEJIDOS DE ALGODÖN, SEDA,
LINO, RAYÖN, NYLON Y FIBRANA - STOFFE AUS
BAUMWOLLE, LEINEN, SEIDE, KUNSTSEIDE, ZELLWOLLE, NYLON
Abegg Frères, Horgen 28, 58
L. Abraham & Cie, Soieries S. A., Zurich 30,46,47,48,49,50,51, 75, 76, 77,

95
Emile Anderegg S. A., Weinfelden 28
Baerlocher & Co., Rheineck 28, 57
Rudolf Brauchbar & Cie S. A., Zurich 81
Burgauer & Cie S. A., St-Gall 16
Emar, Tissage de Soieries S. A., Zurich 134
Eugster & Huber S. A., St-Gall 28
Filtex S. A., St-Gall 10
Christian Fischbacher Co., St-Gall 27, 59
Charles Gorini, St-Gall 10
Berthold Guggenheim Fils & Cie, Zurich 20
H. Gut &. Cie S. A., Zurich 23
Haas & Cie, Zurich 58
Hausammann Textiles S. A., Winterthur 28, 92
Heer & Cie S. A„ Thalwil 15, 124, 125,126,127
Honegger & Co. S. A., St-Gall 28, III
Kahn & Reber A.-G., Zurich 10
Max Kirchheimer Söhne & Co., Zurich II
Leumann, Boesch & Co. S. A., St-Gall 133
Mettler & Cie S. A., St-Gall 3, 28, 62
Naef Frères S. A., Zurich 5, 64, 84, 85
J. G. Nef & Cie S. A., Hérisau 11, 64
Reichenbach & Cie, St-Gall 29, 66, 90, 93
E. Roelli & Co. S. A., St-Gall 28
Jacob Rohner S. A., Rebstein 19
Sager & Cie, Dürrenäsch 135
Ernst Schurpf & Co. S. A., St-Gall 28
Robt. Schwarzenbach & Co., Thalwil 24, 67, 86, 128
Siber & Wehrli S. A., Zurich 6
Weberei Sirnach, Sirnach 10
Soieries Stehli S. A., Zurich 94
Stoffel & Co., St-Gall 21, 63
S. A. Stünzi Fils, Horgen 18
Tissage Wallenstadt, Wallenstadt 28
Wetter & Cie, Hérisau 10
Winzeier, Ott & Co. S. A., Weinfelden 135
R. E. Zinggeler, Zurich 122, 135

TULLE - NET - TUL - TÜLL
Société suisse de l'industrie tullière S. A., Munchwilen 8,60

TRICOT ET JERSEY (VÊTEMENTS ET LINGERIE) - KNITTED
AND JERSEY GOODS (APPAREL AND UNDERWEAR) -ARTÎCULOS DE PUNTO (VESTIDOS Y ROPA INTERIOR) -TRIKOT UND JERSEY (KONFEKTION UND WÄSCHE
Aspor S. A., Porrentruy 28
Hochuli & Cie, Safenwil 112,130
Lahco S. A., Baden 110,111
Jakob Laib & Cie, Amriswil 28
Joh. Muller S. A., Wohlen 17,112,114
Nabholz S. A., Schönenwerd 116
A. Naegeli S. A., Trikotfabriken Berlingen u. Winterthur,

Winterthur 28
J. F. Rohrer-Bolliger S. A., Romanshorn 112,130
Ruegger & Cie, Zofingue 131

Ruepp & Cie S. A., Sarmenstorf 23,113,115
Alwin Wild, St. Margrethen 10



Where to subscribe to « TEXTILES SUISSES »

Australia.

Canada.

China.

Cyprus.

Denmark.

East Africa.

Egypt.

Ghana.

Ireland.

Great Britain.

India.

Indonesia.

Irac-

Israël.

Japan.

Liberia.

New Zealand.

Netherlands.

Norway.

Pakistan.

Oversea Trade Co., Victoria House, 83, Pitt
Street, Sydney.
Simon News Agency 1025 Ogiivy Ave.
Montreal 15

Embassy of Switzerland, C. Nan Ho Yen,
Pekln.
Consulate General of Switzerland, 87,
Mowming Road, Grosvenor House,
Shanghai.
Mr. Shukuroglou, Swiss Consular Agency
P. O. B. 123, Nicosia.
A. C. Ilium Handelshus A/S Ostergade
52-54, Copenhagen.
Consulate of Switzerland, P. O. B. 102,
Tanga (Tanganyika) B. E. A.
Consulate of Switzerland, P.O.B. 20008,
Nairobi.
Swiss Chamber of Commerce, 8, Abdel
Khalek Saroit Pacha Street, B. P. 352,
Cairo.
Swiss Chamber of Commerce, 40, Safla
Zaghbui, B. P. 836, Alexandrie.
Consulate of Switzerland, « Ghana House »
4th floor, Post Office Square, P. O. B. 359
Accra.
Eason & Son Ltd., 79-82, Middle Abbey
Street, Dublin.
S. F. & Partner Ltd., 20 & 21 Bloomsbury
Way, London W. C. 1.

Swiss Trade Commissioner for India,
Gresham Assurance House,
Sir Phirozschah Mehta Road, Box 102,
Fort-Bombay.
Legation of Switzerland, Djalan Dipone-
goro 5, Diakarta - Java.
Legation of Switzerland, Saadun Street
No 3/1/2, Alwlyah, Bagdad.
Groupement Suisse pour le Commerce
avec Israël (GSI), P. O. B. 2117, 28, Ahad
Haam St., Tel Aviv.
Fukuichi Co., Ltd., P.O. Box 96, Higashi,
Osaka.
Meiji-Shobo, Publisher & Bookseller, 4-2,
chôme Surugadai, Kanda Tokyo.
Consulate General of Switzerland
P. O. Box 283, Monrovia.
Universal Business Directories Ltd., 44-46,
Kingston Street, Auckland.
Nederlandsch - Zwitsersche Kamer van
Koophandel, 146 Singel
Amsterdam.

A/S Narvesens Litteraturtjeneste
Postboks 115, OSLO.

Philippines.

Federation of
Rhodesia
and Nyasaland.

South Africa.

Straits Settlements.

Sweden.

Switzerland.

Thailand.

U.S. A.

Embassy of Switzerland, Clifton N°
Karachi.

98,

Legation of Switzerland, 610 San Luis
Street, P.O. Box 2515 Manila.

Swiss Office for the Development of Trade,
B. P. 1153, Ellsabethville (Belgian Congo).
Consulate of Switzerland Linquenda House
Baker Avenue Salisbury (S. Rhodesia).
Legation of Switzerland 818 George Av.
P. O. B. 2289, Pretoria
Consulate of Switzerland, 75, Manners
Mansions, Corner Jeppe and Joubert
Streets, Johannesburg.
Consulate of Switzerland, 634, South African

Mutual Building P.O.B. 37, 14 Darling
Street, Capetown.
Consulate of Switzerland, Union Building,
Collyer Quai, Singapore.

Nordiska Kompaniet, Hamngatan 18-20,
Stockholm.
Swiss Office for the Development of Trade,
Bellefontaine 18, Lausanne.

Legation of Switzerland, 746, Soi Phya Nak
off Phya Thai Road, Bangkok.
The American News Company, 131, Varick
Street, New York 13 (N. Y.).
Foreign Fashion Publications, 202 West
40th Street, New York 18, N. Y.
French & European Publications, Inc.
610 Fifth Avenue, New York 20 (N. Y.)
Ambassy of Switzerland, 2900, Avenue
Mady Jenney, European Fashion Magazine
Service 1457, Broadway — RM. 1008,
New-York 18 (N.Y.)
Embassy of Switzerland Cathedral N. W.,
Washington 8 (D. C.).
Consulate General of Switzerland, 444,
Madison Avenue, New York 22 (N. Y.),
Consulate general of Switzerland, Lincoln
tower, 75 East Wacker Drive, Chicago 1

(Illinois).
Consulate of Switzerland, 2068 Carew
Tower, 5th and Vine Streets Cincinnati 2,
(Ohio)
Consulate general of Switzerland, 740 South
Broadway, Los Angeles 14 (Cal.).
National Publications Company, 1151, South
Broadway, Los Angeles 15.
Consulate of Switzerland, 236 International

Trade Mart, New-Orleans 12 (La.).
Consulate general of Switzerland, 226, S
16th Street, Philadelphia 2 (Pa.).
Consulate general of Switzerland, 55, New
Montgomery Street, San Francisco 5 (Cal.).
Consulate of Switzerland, 1331, Third Av.,
Seattle I (Wash.).
Consulate of Switzerland, 1012, Ambassador
Building, 411, N. 7th Street, St. Louis (Mo.).

TEXTILES SUISSES N» 4-1958/N» 1-1959

No This is not a double number, as it might seem, but the one that usually
appears at the end of December and is the fourth of the year.
As it is distributed almost entirely abroad, our subscribers only receive their
copies as a general rule during the first weeks of the following year.
The editors of « Textiles Suisses » consider therefore that it would be more
logical to call the December issue No. 1-1959. From now on, the old No. 1,

which came out in April, will become No. 2, and the one that appears at the end
of June will be No. 3, while the October number will be known as No. 4. In this

way, the last number of the year will become No. 1 of the following year.
The present issue is marked 4-1958/1-1959, in order to avoid any misunderstanding

and to show readers that we are still continuing to publish four numbers
a year.

The Redaction

108



SWISS OFFICE FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF TRADE
ZURICH AND LAUSANNE

What we can do for you!

The S. O. D. T. acts as a central enquiry, documentation and propaganda

office and its aim is to help, in every possible way, all foreign
firms desirous of contacting and entertaining business relations with

Swiss manufacturers. All information requested by foreign buyers is,
in principle, supplied free of charge, except in special cases requiring
costly or complicated research.

The S. 0. D. T.

A Communicates addresses of Swiss manufacturers and trading
firms.

0 Indicates any Swiss manufacturers of a specified commodity.

0 Acts as intermediary between foreign agents desirous of represent-
ing Swiss firms abroad and the principals in this country. Those
wishing to act in this capacity are requested to fill in a form; if
the replies are satisfactory, the address of the agent is registered
and his address given to any Swiss firm seeking such an agent.

A Publishes and sells a « Directory of Swiss Manufacturers
and Producers». This Directory, which is edited with extreme
care, is published approximately every three years and lists the
addresses of over 7000 Swiss manufacturers and more than 7000
commodities which can be obtained in Switzerland. There are
English, French and German editions of the « Directory ».
Price : Sw. Frs. 24.— postage paid.

Q Organizes the Swiss Sections at Trade Fairs and Exhibitions.
Information on this subject gladly given on enquiry.
Gives information of a general nature on Swiss national economy
and industries.

Q Publishes brochures such as «Switzerland — Flarmony and Con¬
trasts », «Switzerland and her industries», etc.

0 Gives information concerning Switzerland's trade relations with
other countries.
Publishes all types of printed matter and special editions on questions

of this kind.

0 Publishes regularly the following S. O. D. T. T rade Journals
a) «Swiss Technics»

(Published in collaboration with the Swiss Association of
Machinery Manufacturers, Zurich)
(3 Issues a year)
Subscription : (2 years) Sw. Frs. 15.—

b) «Swiss Industry and Trade»
(3 issues a year)
Subscription : (2 years) Sw. Frs. 10.—

c) «Textiles Suisses»
(4 issues a year)
Subscription : (1 year) Sw. Frs. 24.—

Each of these journals is edited in several languages.

Q Studies all problems concerning the relations of Swiss industry
with foreign markets. Examines requests and communications
received from foreign correspondents.

0 Conducts detailed market surveys of the home market (Gallup
system) in collaboration with specialized institutions.

© Produces and distributes documentary films about Switzerland.

How the S.O. D.T. is represented abroad
The S. O. D. T. maintains very close contact with Swiss Embassies, Legations, Consulates and Chambers of Commerce throughout the

world. S. O. D. T. Agencies are also established in several important trade centres.

SWISS OFFICE FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF TRADE

ZURICH LAUSANNE

Dreikönigstrasse 8 Rue de Bellefontaine 18

Tel. 25 77 40 Tel. 22 33 33

Oä ä figures under each town indicate r% Ck r\ sr\O O O O the services undertaken by that office. O O O O © ©
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