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The Swiss Textile Industry and the 39th Lausanne National Fair

Each year in the month of September, the Palace of Beau-
lieu in Lausanne houses the Swiss National Autumn Fair,
popularly known as the Swiss Comptoir. The 39 th Fair
will be taking place from September 13th to 28th this year.
For sixteen days, the 1,320,000 square feet occupied by the
Fair's premises will be the hub of the country's economic
activities, the meeting place of producers and consumers
who have come from the most distant parts of Switzerland
to take part in this big autumn market. One has only to
öiention the 2313 exhibitors and the 800,000 visitors to
the 1957 Fair to give an idea of the present importance of
this great economic event.
One of the twenty-three sectors into which the exhibition
|s divided is traditionally reserved for the Swiss textile
lndustry; this sector, occupying the larger part of one of
the biggest halls in the Fair, mainly represents the linen
and wool branches, and helps to give an idea of the
important part played by the textile industry in the Swiss

economy. It is interesting to note in this connection that
the textile crafts, which date back to the year 1400, were
'n fact, together with watchmaking, the first industrial
activities in the country. In spite of Switzerland's lack of
raw materials, the Swiss textile industry has developed
t° such an extent that today it employs some 80,000
Workers and, in 1956, accounted for 15 % of Switzerland's
''xports.
Special care is given to the presentation of the stands in
*he textile sector at the Lausanne Fair by both exhibitors
and the Fair's management. The original decorative
scheme, with its many vertical, often mobile elements,
^hich has been introduced during the last few years,
arouses great interest among visitors and considerably
lricreases the effectiveness of the publicity.

The goods on display live up to the high standard of quality

for which Swiss products are known, and the general
setting forms an admirable backdrop to the attractive
display of fine quality household linen and the wide range of
colourful wools.

JOSE UWES



PUBLICATIONS
OF THE SWISS OFFICE FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF TRADE, Z U RI C H - L AU S AN

« Siviss Industry and Trade » ;

Surveys Switzerland's economic situation and development ; gives general informa-
tion concerning her industry, trade and national life. Issued three times yearly in

English, French, German, Italian and Spanish.
Abroad : Two year subscription rate : S. frs. 10.—.

« Swiss Technics » :

A journal edited in collaboration with the Swiss Association of Machinery
Manufacturers in Zurich. Notes on Swiss technical innovations. Articles concerning the
construction of new machines, etc.
Issued three times yearly in English, French, Spanish, Portuguese, German and

Italian.
Abroad: Two year subscription rate : S. frs. 15.—.

« Textiles Suisses » :

A specialised trade journal, richly illustrated, giving information on all matters
concerning the clothing and fashion trades following the latest developments in
the textile trade.
A quarterly publication issued in four editions : English, French, Spanish and

German.
Abroad : Annual subscription rate : S. frs. 24.—.

« Directory oj Swiss Manufacturers and Producers » :

Published in English, French and German. Contains addresses of Swiss industrial
firms ; classified indexes of products, branches of industry and firms.
Price : S. frs. 24.—, postage paid.

Booklet « Switzerland and her Industries » :

Giving a brief general survey of Switzerland, her institutions, national economy
and industries and containing numerous illustrations. Editions available in English,
Italian, Spanish, German, French, Dutch and Arab.
Price : S. frs. 2.50.

« Informations Economiques » :

A weekly newspaper on foreign trade.
Contains information on foreign markets, commercial methods, business possibilities,
trafic in goods and payments.
Appears once a week in two languages (French and German).
Annual subscription rate : Abroad S. frs. 30.—.

For all information please write to :

SWISS OFFICE FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF TRADE

Rue Bellefontaine 18 LAUSANNE Telephone (021) 22 33 33
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