
Zeitschrift: Swiss textiles [English edition]

Herausgeber: Swiss office for the development of trade

Band: - (1954)

Heft: 3

Artikel: The swiss millinery industry

Autor: [s.n.]

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-798860

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 15.02.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-798860
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


The Swiss

Millinery Industry

Swiss model hat
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The mass-production of finished hats for women developed to a very
satisfactory extent in Switzerland. This is an industry that is definitely
artisanal in character and which, even if it cannot he compared in size with
the traditional big Swiss textile industries, is nevertheless interesting because
of the place it has succeeded in occupying in a comparatively short period of
time. The twenty concerns counted in the 1953 census employed only a little
over half a thousand workers at the time. During recent years however, this
branch has developed in a way similar to the women's ready-to-wear clothing
industry. In 1953 exports were valued at 2.4 million Swiss francs, which is
three times greater than in 1950. The articles exported are mainly in the
medium and higher price ranges, that is to say high quality articles, whereas
the hats imported although amounting to approximately the same total in value
are double the quantity. Switzerland therefore exports finished hats for
women of a value which is on the average double that of those it imports. It
is the fine finish of its products that has enabled the Swiss millinery industry
to export, and it is its exports that have made it possible, owing to the
difference in the seasons between the northern and southern hemispheres, for
this industry to keep working regularly throughout the year in spite of its
seasonal character, which is an advantage from the social and other points of
view. The growth of exports that took place in the Swiss millinery industry
during 1953 was due to the increase in imports of all buyer countries of any
size, Sweden coming first, followed by the United States and South Africa. Let
us add that although this industry draws its inspiration from Paris, it adapts
the models, which are sometimes rather too exclusive in taste, and puts them
within the reach of a clientele that is less blasé but more widespread.
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In the Swiss millinery industry : left, hand shaping felt hoods made malleable by steaming ; right, hats being
trimmed by millinery workers.
Photographs taken in the workshop of the millinery factory Jules Brunschwig Sons, Zurich, on the occasion of a visit
of the press.
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