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A synthetic textile fibre made entirely in Switzerland:

The first artificial fibre, of which we possess several
varieties today under the names of " rayon " and " staple
hbre was made about the end of the 19th century.
These fibres however are made from cellulose, a natural
raw material, and are consequently only semisynthetic.
Since their invention however attempts have constantly
been made to manufacture wholly synthetic or man-
made textile products by chemical means.

Nylon, the first wholly synthetic fibre was first made
about the year 1930 in the United States, and its invention

was rapidly followed in Germany by that of Perlon.
Both of these synthetic fibres have properties that meet
all requirements made of textile yarns for apparel
purposes, but in many respects greatly surpass natural
fibres. Demand therefore rapidly increased and for a
olng time even exceeded supply. In order to relieve
this shortage, Fibron S.A. decided in 1947 to produce
in Switzerland a wholly synthetic textile fibre. Production

of this new fibre was finally started by the middle
of 1951. Caprolactam, a salt derived from phenol, is
polymerized into a spinning solution and processed into
Grilon.

The Grilon process was not an easy one to develop
as it was necessary to work out entirely new chemical
and mechanical means of production that did not infringe
any existing international patents. The results obtained
were so satisfactory that Grilon met with success right
from the very start, both at home and abroad. Grilon
is made either in the form of continuous filaments or as

spinning yarns like staple fibre. In the first case, each

separate yarn is stretched to several times its original
length (in the final stages of manufacture), whereas in
the second, the yarns are combined into a tow before

stretching, then given crimp and finally cut to the
required length for spinning, depending on the purpose
for which the fibre is to be used.

The finest continuous filaments are used mainly for
women's stockings, lingerie and blouse and dress fabrics.
Crêpe yarns are extremely popular for the manufacture
of very elastic woven and knitted materials for stockings,
socks and lingerie which are strong, light in weight,
snug and possess excellent insulating properties.

Coarser filament yarns are used in the manufacture of
filter cloth, fishing nets, cables for whale fishing, ropes
for mountain climbing, tow ropes, etc. The great
tensile strength of Grilon, as well as its resistance to
abrasion, decay and the action of water or chemicals
makes it an ideal material for a large number of industrial

products.
Grilon wool-type staple fibre is found on the market

either as pure Grilon knitting yarns in all the popular
shades, or mixed with wool whose strength it greatly
increases. The textile industry uses these mixed yarns
for the manufacture of woven and knitted goods of every
kind which are remarkable for their wearing qualities
and their resistance to abrasion.

Grilon cotton-type staple fibre is spun pure or added
to cotton or rayon in order greatly to increase the strength
and durability of these yarns.

Grilon filament yarn and fibre are therefore two
textile materials that compare most favourably with
other wholly synthetic textiles of the same class, namely
the superpolyamids. Grilon, which is entirely made in
Switzerland, already plays an important role not only
in supplying the home market but also in the field of
exports.

GRILON S.A., Domat /Ems.

Synthesis of lactam Textile hall



Index des annonceurs
et des maisons mentionnées dans la partie rédactionnelle

Index of Advertisers
and Firms contributing to the Editorial Features of this Number

Indice de los anunciantes
y de las casas mencionadas en las paginas de texto

Verzeichnis der Inserenten
und der im redaktionellen Teil erwähnten Firmen

BOUTONS — BUTTONS - BOTONES — KNÖPFE
Kaspar Humbel, Uetikon a. See 118

BRODERIES ET DENTELLES - EMBROIDERIES AND LACES —
BORDADOS Y ENCAJES - STICKEREIEN UND SPITZEN
Bischoff Textil A.-G., St-Gall 20,109
Eisenhut & Co., Gais 114
Eugster & Huber, St-Gall 23
Christian Fischbacher Co,. St-Gall 26
Filtex S. A„ St-Gall 14,79,81
Forster Willi & Cie, St-Gall 10,48,49,50,51,53,63,64,74
H. Frei & Cie, Diepoldsau 14

Aug. Giger & Cie, St-Gall 53
Charles Gorini, St-Gall 14
R. & W. Graf, Rebstein 120
Hausammann & Cie, Winterthour 23
Honegger & Cie S. A., St-Gall 23, III
Hufenus & Cie, St-Gall 59,62,114
Teodor Locher, St-Gall 107
E. Mettler-Muller S. A., Rorschach 117
A. Naef&Cie, Flawil 13,46,52,58,61,73
J. G. Nef & Cie, Hérisau 108
Rau S. A., St-Gall 57
Reichenbach & Cie, St-Gall 114
Jacob Rohner S. A., Rebstein 5

E. Roelli & Cie S. A„ St-Gall 23
Sailer & Schoensleben, St-Gall 121

Max Sandherr, Berneck 117
Jakob Schläpfer, St-Gall 65,115
Walter Schrank & Co., St-Gall 56,57,58,70,71
Ed. Sturzenegger S. A., St-Gall 115
Sturzenegger & Tanner & Co., S. A. St-Gall 14
Union S. A„ St-Gall 47,54,55,60,62, 70,120

COLORANTS - DYESTUFFS - COLORANTES -FARBSTOFFE
Ciba Société Anonyme, Bäle IV
J. R. Geigy S. A., Bâle 17,18

CONFECTION ET LINGERIE EN TISSUS - WOVEN READY-
MADE WEAR AND UNDERGARMENTS - ROPAS HECHAS Y
ROPA INTERIOR DE TEJIDO — KONFECTION UND WÄSCHE
AUS STOFF
Emil Anderegg S. A., Weinfelden 23,110,128
Baerlocher & Co., Rheineck 14
Ed. Engel! & Co., Coire 116
Farida, Uster 120
Kneubühler & Cie, Zoflngue 122
Sanco S. A., Zurich 124
Schellenberg, Sax & Co., Trübbach 122

CRAVATES - NECKTIES- CORBATAS - KRAWATTEN
Ferrin, Racloz & Cie, Genève 102
Charles Malignon, Genève 14

DIVERS - MISCELLANEOUS - DIVERSOS -VERSCHIEDENES
Feldmühle S. A., Dépt Cellux, Rorschach 8,9
Grossmann & Co., A.-G. Thalwil 127
E. Roelli & Co. S. A„ St-Gall 23
Ernst Schurpf & Co. A.-G., St-Gall 126

ÉCHARPES ET CARRÉS — SQUARES AND SCARVES —
CUADRADOS Y ECHARPES - SCHARPEN UND VIERECKTÜCHER

Emil Anderegg S. A., Weinfelden 23, 110
F. Blumer & Cie, Schwanden 12,101
Ferrin, Racloz & Cie, Genève 102
Filtex S. A., St-Gall 14
Christian Fischbacher Co., St-Gall.... .-. 26
Honegger & Cie S. A., St-Gall 23
Max Kreier Co., St-Gall 106
Siber & Wehrli S. A„ Zurich 6
Stoffel & Cie, St-Gall 16
Arthur Vetter & Cie, Zollikon 127

FILÉS ET RETORS - YARN AND TWISTS - HILADOS Y
TORCIDOS - GARNE UND ZWIRNE
Baümlln, Ernst & Co., St-Gall 124
Boppart & Co. A.-G., Goldach 119
Grilon A.-G., Ornat/Ems 118
Heberlein & Co. A.-G., Wattwil 24
Heer & Cie S. A., Oberuzwil 116
Spinnerei an der Lorze, Baar 28
Nef & Co., St-Gall 14
E. Mettler-Muller S. A., Rorschach 23
Textil-Export S. A., St-Gall 14
Trub & Cie S. A., Uster 23
Emil Wild & Co., St-Gall 14
R. Zinggeler A.-G., Zurich 121

Zwlcky & Cie, Wallisellen .- 125

FILS A COUDRE - SEWING THREADS - HILOS DE COSER -NÄHFADEN
E. Mettler-Muller S. A., Rorschach 23,119
Textii-Export S. A., St-Gall 14
Zwicky & Cie, Wallisellen 125

LAINE - WOLL - LANA - WOLLE
Tissages Bleiche S. A., Zofingue 123
Schild S. A., Berne et Liestal 15
Tuchfabrik Lotzwil A.-G., Lotzwil 119

MOUCHOIRS — HANDKERCHIEFS-PANUELOS-
TASCHENTÜCHER
Baerlocher & Co., Rheineck 14
Filtex S. A„ St-Gall 14
Christian Fischbacher Co., St-Gall 26
Honegger & Cie S. A., St-Gall 23,111
Max Kreier Co., St-Gall 106
Jakob Rohner S. A., Rebstein 5
Sailer & Schoensleben, St-Gall 121
Stoffel & Cie, St-Gall 16
Ed. Sturzenegger S. A., St-Gall 115
Union S. A., St-Gall 120

TEINTURIERS, IMPRIMEURS, FINISSEURS - DYERS,
PRINTERS, FINISHERS — TINTOREROS, ESTAMPADORES,
APRESTADORES - FÄRBER, DRUCKER, APRETEURE
Stoffel & Cie, St-Gall 16
Weberei Sirnach, Sirnach 14
Zwicky & Cie, Wallisellen 125



tissus; de coton, soie, lin, rayonne, nylon et
FIBRANNE - COTTON, SILK, LINEN, RAYON, NYLON AND
STAPLE-FIBRE FABRICS — TEJIDOS DE ALGODÔN, SEDA,
LINO, RAYON, NYLON Y FIBRANA — STOFFE AUS
BAUMWOLLE, LEINEN, SEIDE, KUNSTSEIDE, ZELLWOLLE, NYLON

Abegg Frère, Horgen 23
L. Abraham A Cie, Soieries S. A., Zurich 35,38,39,40,75,76
Emil Anderegg S. A., Weinfelden 23,128
Baerlocher A Co., Rheineck 14
Rodolf Brauchbar & Cie., Zurich 1,41, 67, 99
Elsaesser A Cie S. A., Kirchberg/Be 23
Emar S. A., Zurich 4
Eugster & Huber, St-Gall 23
Filtex S. A., St-Gall 14
Christian Fischbacher Co., St-Gall 26, 79, 81,103
Charles Gorini, St-Gall 14
Berthold Guggenheim Sohn A Co., Zurich 27,100
H. Gut & Cie S. A., Zurich 19
Hausammann & Cie, Winterthour 23
Heer A Cie S. A., Thalwil 22
Honegger A Co. S. A., St-Gall 23, III
Max Kirchheimer Söhne A Co., Zurich 2
Leemann A Schellenberg S. A., Zurich 125
Charles Malignon, Genève 14
Mettler A Cie S. A„ St-Gall II, 23,78,105
J. G. Nef & Cie, Hérisau 11,81,85
Palma A Co. A.-G., Zurich 116
Reichenbach & Cie, St-Gall 42,43,79,104,114
The Ruti Silk Co., Zurich 128
Paul Schafheitle A Co., Zurich 115
Schneidinger Frères, Zurich 116
Karl Schoch A Co., Zurich 14
E. Schubiger A Cie S. A., Uznach 118

Ernst Schurpf A Cie S; A., St-Gall 126
Robt Schwarzenbach A Co., Thalwil 75,76
Siber & Wehrli S. A., Zurich 6
Stoffel A Cie, St-Gall 16,44,45, 74, 79, 80, 81
S. A. Stünzi Fils, Horgen 3,36,37,72
Sturzenegger A Tanner A Co. S. A., St-Gall 14
Taco S. A., Zurich 78
Etabl. A. Uehlinger, Bale 14

Tissage Wallenstadt, Wallenstadt 7
Winzeier, Ott A Cie S. A., Weinfelden 121

TRICOT ET JERSEY (VÊTEMENTS ET LINGERIE) - KNITTED
AND JERSEY GOODS (APPAREL AND UNDERWEAR -ARTICULOS DE PUNTO (VESTIDOS Y ROPAS INTERIOR) -TRIKOT UND JERSEY (KONFEKTION UND WASCHE)
Aspor S. A., Porrentruy 23
Egger, Eisenhut A Cie, Aarwangen 23
Handschin A Ronus S. A., Liestal • 21,66
Hochuli A Cie, Safenwil 113
Jakob Laib A Cie, Amriswil 23,113,123
Johann Müller S. A., Strengelbach 127
Nabholz S. A., Schoenenwerd 112
A. Naegeli, Trikotfabriken Berlingen und Winterthur,

Winterthur 23,124
AI. Ruckstuhl, Wil 23
Ruegger A Cie, Zofingue 122
Ruepp A Co. S. A., Sarmenstorf 111,126
Jos. Sallmann A Cie, Amriswil 123
Alwin Wild, St. Margrethen 14

TULLE - NET - TUL - TÜLL
Société suisse de l'industrie tullière S. A., Münchwilen 25

Where to subscribe to « TEXTILES SUISSES »
Subscriptions run from the date of receipt by the editor. No back number can be supplied.

Australia.

British West Africa.

Canada.

China.

Cyprus.

Denmark.

East Africa.

Egypt.

Ireland

Great Britain.

India,
Ceylon, Burma.

Indonesia.

Israël.

Japan.

New Zealand.

Netherlands.

Oversea Trade Co., Victoria House, 83, Pitt
Street, Sydney.
Consulate of Switzerland, P. O. B. 359
Swanmill, Station Road, Accra (Gold Coast).
Mr. R.J. Taber, 99, King Street West,
Toronto (Ont.).
Swiss Sales Agencies, 417, St. Peter Street,
Beardmore Building, Montreal.
Legation of Switzerland, 8 C. Nan Ho Yen,
Pekin.
Consulate General of Switzerland, 87,
Mowming Road, Grosvenor House,
Shanghai.
Swiss Chamber of Commerce, 87, Mowming
Road, Grosvenor House, Shanghai.
Mr. Shukuroglou, Swiss Consular Agency,
P. O. B. 123, Nicosia.
A. C. Ilium Handelshus A/S Ostergade
52-54, Copenhagen.
Consulate of Switzerland, P. O. B. 102,
Tanga (Tanganyika) B. E. A.
Swiss Chamber of Commerce, 8, Abdel
Khalek Saroit Pacha Street, B. P. 352,
Cairo.
Swiss Chamber of Commerce, 40, Safia
Zaghbul, B. P. 836, Alexandrie.
Eason A Son Ltd., 79-82, Middle Abbey
Street, Dublin.
S. F. A Partners Ltd., Bloomsbury Square
4 a, London W. C. 1.

Swiss Trade Commissioner for India,
Ceylon and Burma, Gresham Assurance
House, Sir Phirozschah Mehta Road, Box
102, Fort-Bombay.

Legation of Switzerland, Djalan Dipone-
goro 5, Diakarta - Java.

Groupement Suisse pour le Commerce
avec Israël (GSI), P.O.B. 2117, 28, Ahad
Haam St., Tel Aviv.
Fukuichi Co., Ltd., P.O. Box 96, Higashi,
Osaka No 7, 1 — chôme, Awajimachi,
Higashi-ku, Osaka.
Meiji-Shobo, Publisher A Bookseller, 4-2,
chôme Surugadai, Kanda Tokyo.
Universal Business Directories Ltd., 44-46,
Kingston Street, Auckland.
Nederlandsch - Zwitsersche Kamer van
Koophandel, 146 Singel
Amsterdam.

Norway.

Pakistan.

Philippines.

Rhodesia (North).

South Africa.

Straits Settlements.

Sweden.

Switzerland.

Thailand.

U.S. A.

A/S Norwesens Kloskkompan P. O. B. 125,
Oslo.

Legation of Switzerland, Clifton N° 98 off
Partab Singh Sethi Road, Karachi.
Consulate of Switzerland, Calle Juan Luna,
402, Wilson Building, Manila.
Swiss Office for the Development of Trade,
B. P. 1153, Elisabethville (Belgian Congo).

Legation of Switzerland, 1031, Church
Street, Pretoria.
Consulate of Switzerland, 601, International
House, Cor. Loveday A Kerk Street,
Johannesburg.
Consulate of Switzerland, 140, St. George's
Street, Cape Times Building, Capetown.

Consulate of Switzerland, Union Building,
Collyer Quai, Singapore.

Nordiska Kompaniet, Hamngatan 18-20,
Stockholm.

Swiss Office for the Development of Trade,
place de la Riponne 3, Lausanne.

Legation of Switzerland, 125/1, Savanka-
loke Road, Bangkok.

The International News Company, 131,
Varick Street, Alew York 13 (N. Y.).
Legation of Switzerland, 2900, Avenue
Cathedral N. W., Washington 8 (D. C.).
Consulate General of Switzerland, 444,
Madison Avenue, New York 22 (N.Y.).
Consulate of Switzerland, Lincoln tower, 75,
East Wacker Drive, Chicago 1 (Illinois).
Consulate of Switzerland, Atlas Bank
Building 901, Walnut Street 518-524,
Cincinnati 2 (Ohio).
Consulate of Switzerland, 511, W. M. 740
South Broadway, Los Angeles 14 (Cal.).
National Publications Company, 1151, South
Broadway, Los Angeles 15.

Consulate of Switzerland, 236 International

T rade Mart, New-Orleans 12 (La.).
Consulate of Switzerland, 226, S 16th Street,
Philadelphia 2 (Pa.).
Consulate of Switzerland, 55, New
Montgomery Street, San Francisco 5 (Cal.).
Consulate of Switzerland, 1331, Third Av.,
Seattle I (Wash.).
Consulate of Switzerland, 1012, Ambassador
Building, 411, N. 7th Street, St. Louis (Mo.).

Subscribe to TEXTILES SUISSES (« Swiss Textiles »)

and we shall be happy to register your name on our mailing list


	A synthetic textile fibre made entirely in Switzerland : grilon

