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Zurich:

An air of Paris

Hall, entrée.

Maison Rose Bertin, a new « very parisian » Fashion
House, was opened in Zurich on September 20th 1949.

The celebrated and very charming dressmaker of Queen
Marie-Antoinette, Rose Bertin, was the first to make
known in Europe what « French » and « Parisian taste »
mean. In the XVIIIth century, this little French « Coutu-
riere » created the dolls — the first mannikins — which
were sent to all the great capitals ; her idea was revived in
Paris just after the war, to prove that the capital of
Fashion had not lost its creative gifts.

And now « Rose Bertin » is presenting Paris fashions to
Zurich. A Swiss house, it has obtained the exclusive agency
of the best Parisian couturiers and can display to Swiss
clients original Paris models bearing the hallmark of
famous names. The exclusiveness of the models which
are reproduced and their perfect finish are guaranteed
by a staff mobilized in Paris itself; the task of these
« officers » is to train Swiss dressmakers in the difficult
art of creating feminine apparel.

At the moment, Maison Rose Bertin is presenting the
latest creations of Pierre Balmain — who, this season, has
been quite obviously influenced by Oriental ideas and is
boldly splashing lovely yellows, reds and purples among
the delicate pinks and greys which he handles like a poet.
Bruyeére’s remarkable technique, skilful simplicity and
ingenious styling and the miracle of « quick-change » Un modele Bruygre. (Photo E. Widder)
gowns ; the originality of Jean Dessés who loves asymetrical
silhouettes, bending and folding them to suit his fancy,
giving us a unique shoulder line; the «shell » effect
launched by Jeanne Lanvin, with enveloping folds towards

the front and — traditional with her! —
embroideries ; Jean Patou who so loves
mother of pearl, rubies and onyx which he
combines in his sober, youthful and so
entirely distinctive styles.

At « Rose Bertin’s », fashionable women
will find more than a reflection of Paris ;
they can breathe here the very air of Paris !
And, most interesting for us, the gowns made
here will be cut largely in Swiss fashion
fabrics — as are so many Paris models. It is
precisely this co-operation between France
and Switzerland in the field of fashion which
we wish to stress here ; it holds many pro-
mises for the future.

SuzZANNE FOURNIER.

Salon Régence, au fond salon Louis XVI.
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