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oehod de Pacid

Photo Auteurs Associés

Linda Darnell, la star de renom, n’a pu faire
autrement, lors de son passage a Paris, que de
profiter des merveilleuses créations de la Haute
Couture. On la voit ici, chez Christian Dior,
essayant une robe d’organdi blanc brodé de
motifs en spirale de A. Naef & Cie., Flawil.

Grossiste a Paris : Pierre Brivet, Fils.

Linda Darnell, the famous star, took advantage
of her journey through Paris in order to see
something of the latest novelties created by
the Parisian ¢ Haute Couture ”’. We here see
her at Christian Dior’s, trying on a frock of
white embroidered organdie with a spiral motif,
from A. Naef & Co., Flawil.

Linda Darnell, la célebre estrella, al pasar por
Paris no pudo por menos que aprovechar las
creaciones maravillosas de la alta Costura.
La vemos representada en casa de Christian
Dior, probando un vestido de organdi blanco,
bordado con dibujos en espiral, de A. Naef
& Cie., Flawil.

Linda Darnell, der bekannte Filmstar konnte
wihrend ihres Pariser Aufenthaltes den Ver-
lockungen der Haute Couture und deren
herrlichen Creationen nicht widerstehen. Hier
sieht man sie bei Christian Dior wihrend der
Anprobe eines mit spiralférmigen Motiven
bestickten Kleides aus weissem Organdi von

der Firma A. Naef & Co., Flawil.

Un mariage parisien

Mademoiselle Chanut dans sa robe de mariage
d’organdi blanc, broderie anglaise de St-Gall.

A Wedding in Paris

Mademoiselle Chanut in her wedding dress
made of white organdie with Swiss embroidery

from St. Gall.

Una boda parisiense

Mademoiselle Chanut en su traje de boda, de
organdi blanco bordado de punto inglés de

St. Gall.

Eine Pariser Heirat

Friulein Chanut in ihrem Hochzeitskleid :
weisser Organdi mit englischer Stickerei aus

St. Gall.

Dhatn Qndia Tla da Teanna
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Fashion in shoes

Fashions in footwear have not changed very considerably since last year and shoes
for the 1947/48 Winter Season show no essential difference with those of last summer.
Trends are developing along the lines already indicated, the vogue for certain new
styles which appeared last Spring is steadily growing, a few less pleasing details are
being eliminated. It is noticeable that in modern footwear the fashion for ornate
uppers and intricate soles (requiring a great deal of workmanship) is fast disappearing,
a trend which is favourably influencing the ever acute problem of labour. The « qua-
lity » factor is however gaining in importance. Footwear today must be of a quality
equal at least to pre-war as regards raw materials and execution.

Extremes of height in heels are still in favour. A revival of classic styles is stressing
the French type of elongated forms to the detriment, of the stub-toed American styles.
But for winter wear too, the practical « casuals » and «loafers », flat-heeled and youth-
ful, which swept the board last summer, are holding their own. The flatter heel has
gained ground for « afternoon » or « cocktail hour » styles and even for evening wear,
and this not only for teen-agers but also for their older sisters.

High-heeled styles nevertheless give designers scope to exercise their imagination. The
new creations of Parisian dressmakers have influenced feminine footwear. The mode
for pumps with higher uppers has resulted in a new, « closed » heel style, the open toe
serving as a decorative element. Classic and fancy sling-ons with open toe are, of course,
still prevalent. There is a very wide range of asymetrical and extremely luxurious
« ankle bracelet » styles with pure satin lining in pastel shades. Mention must also
be made of the now current tendency to lengthen the lines of footwear, a direct result
of longer hem Jlines. A solution has been sought in crossed or asymetrical strap effects,
in higher insteps, and so on, or by stressing the heel with decorative effects.

American trends are apparent in very high-heeled pumps with instep line adorned
with large, modern bows. Evening shoes are high or low-heeled, in golden or silver
kid, crepe, satin, lamé, etc. Sportswear, town-wear, after-ski wear, boottees for cold
winter days, complete the very diverse range of Swiss export styles which can, of
course, also be obtained on the home market.

All these exclusive models were presented recently by Messrs BArLy Ltd., at
Schoenenwerd, and represent a selection of their 1947/48 Winter Collection.

73



74

News from the trade

The 11* Swiss Export Week

The Export Syndicate of Swiss Garment Industries at Zurich,
uniting all leading manufacturers in the trade, organized its
XIth Export Week held from November 24th - 29th a¢
Zurich.

During these few days, new 1948 Spring and Summer Collect-
ions were presented by twenty-nine of the country’s most
important firms and included the following lines : dresses,
jersey fabric and knitted dresses, blouses, sportwear, raincoats
and children’s clothes. We have already mentioned this
periodical event in these pages : its importance lies in the fact
that it allows foreign buyers to view the most interesting, best
quality products Switzerland can offer in the branch, and this
all in the space of a few days and under the best possible
conditions without necessitating any tiring cross-country
travel for the visitors.

This year as last, the industry has shown itself worthy of
its excellent though recent reputation. Despite monetary
difficulties and import restrictions which still paralyse trade
with certain countries, garment manufacturers have renewed
contact with a faithful clientele who come to Switzerland
especially for finely worked and tasteful goods.

As we have already mentioned here, manufacturers of ready-
made wear constantly strive to translate haute couture crea-
tions for the benefit of the many, eliminating details which
render them inacceptable to the general public. There
are few shorter-than-ankle-length evening gowns — ball
frocks are still worn very long — morning and afternoon
dresses have lengthened very perceptibly and become stabi-
lized at about 12 inches from the ground ; the new hem line
has been adopted everywhere and reigns triumphant for coats,
tailormades and dresses. We have noted charming creations,
models in which the realization of a perfectly feminine sil-
houette has called for masterful skill on the part of the designer
and dressmaker and an exquisite choice of dainty detail.
Among the hundred and one points which attract attention
in this year’s new styles, there is the quality and beauty
of the fashioned fabrics and particularly of the exclusive
prints, some in heavy cotton (even for evening wear), others
in pure silk. Pure silks have decreased considerably in price
and, as a result, novelty silk fabrics are widely used for dresses
and two-piece ensembles.

Our illustration reproduces a photograph of the
exhibition stand of Messrs. Wagner & C° of Basle at
the 1947 Swiss Industries Basle Fair. This firm is reputed
for its cotton, rayon and staple fibre fabrics, plain,
printed and colour-woven. A speciality product is -
Linco rayon, light, boiling and perspiration fast, an
ideal fabric for lingerie, shirts and blouses.
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