Zeitschrift: Swiss textiles [English edition]
Herausgeber: Swiss office for the development of trade

Band: - (1944)

Heft: 2

Artikel: Silk twists

Autor: [s.n]

DOl: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-799338

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 11.08.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-799338
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

Silk Twists

Their known and unknown uses

In the language of fashion, the word
“silks ” generally implies beautiful silk
fabrics, soft in textures and glowing with
the colours in vogue. Apart from these,
however, the fine products of the silk
spinning industry can be applied to many
other uses, the best known of which
being, of course, highly prized silk hose
and knitted lingerie. For such articles,
as for silk fabrics, the manufacturer

requires silk twists such as tram, organ-
sin, crépe, grenadine, etc.

It is often forgotten, however, that the most remarkable characteristics of natural silk — its solidity, durability
and especially its unsurpassed elasticity — are particularly suited for the production of excellent sewing materials,
According to the purpose for which they are required — hand or machine sewing, darning or buttonhole-stitching
— the twists are made by special processes, dyed in all possible tones and colours and finally sold on the market
in small reels or in skeins.

Sewing-silks play no negligible role in the home, in the dressmaking and ready-made clothing trades, in footwear
manufacture, as in many other industries besides. It is most important that for the high quality products of these
trades and industries, the fabrics or leathers should not only be sewn together, but that the seams should mould
themselves to the movements of the body without tearing ; and no other material fulfils such requirements so well
as silk with its quality of elasticity.

Tt ist well known, of course, that silks are employed for fine embroidery on clothes, banners and ecclesiastical orna-
ments. But it is less well known that silk twists are also used for brushes, hair nets and fishing tackle, and in
surgery and dentistry.

Silk twists also go to the making of gauzes for millers and film printing, while special silks are prefered
for the insulation of fine wires in the cable industry. And so, silk twists, under one form or another are
used as raw or accessory materials in countless industries.

For over a century, Messrs. Zwicky & Co. of Wallisellen and their predecessors have been producing all these types
of special silk twists. Raw twists are thrown on powerful machinery and then either sent out as raw materials
to weaving, knitting or hosiery mills, or treated in the firm’s own dye works ; once dyed, they are again either
consigned to other industries, or prepared by the firm as sewing, darning, embroidery or butonhole silk. A world-
wide organisation distributes these products to industry, wholesale dealers, shops and specialized trades. This
necessitates a network of foreign branches and a great number of depositories, from which buyers can obtain
immediate delivery of any goods or co-
lourings required. Apart from the silk
twisting mills, the firm also runs an up-
to-date skein-dyeing works for silk, spun
silk, rayon, cotton and staple fibre, besides
a department for hosiery dyeing and
finishing.

Dependent as they are on the dictates of
fashion — both as regards colourings and
products — silk twisting mills, and par-
ticularly sewing silk factories, form an
essential element of the fashion textile
industry.
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