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Springtime Wastelands
Arnaud Bostelmann, Francesco Paleari

On the surface of an eroded lava formation,

a smooth stone sticks out. At the bottom of

a layered cliff, the rusty wreck of a vehicle slowly
turns into a fossil. The thin line between man-
made artifact and natural occurrence begins

to blur; both could have just happened, or could
have been the action of someone, yesterday

or a thousand years ago. Yet, it does not matter.
Excavation traces on the side of rocks, manu-
factured objects covered in dust. A landscape
that melted into a labyrinth, leaving the mineral
strata bleeding out in the open. On the ground,
a path system spreads like veins on a dried leaf.
As in an infrastructure of a bygone era, plants
find their way amongst derelicts and engravings
like graffiti, everywhere. The interplay between
human processes and nature unfolds through
marks it left behind. Two journeys, two observers,
two sets of images, same place. Timelines that
cross one another. Recorded signs or the feeling
that something, at some point, happened here.

Arnaud Bostelmann, born 1990, is an architect and photographer based in Zurich. After studying at the EPFL, the
RWTH Aachen and the ETH Zurich, he started as a research assistant at the professorship of Alexandre Theriot
at ETH Zurich and has been running an independent practice for architecture and image since 2020.

Francesco Paleari, born 1992, is a visual author who works in the field of photography, dedicating himself to au-
thorial and collaborative research projects on architecture, urban planning and landscape. Since 2019 he has been
26 a professor in the master’s program in photography at the Universita luva di Venezia.
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