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270°C Colder
thethirdeye.agency

Around 11 months ago, | moved into a small house at the north-
ern edge of the city. My roommates are different kinds of spi-
ders, cockroaches, mosquitoes and some other foreign creatures
whose names | do not know. Actually, | am a foreigner myself.

In principle, we share all the space in this house. But it seems like
every creature has their own addiction to certain kinds of space:
Spiders like corners, cockroaches like somewhere with foods,
mosquitos like me...

The form of the small environment in my house reminds me of
a model for a social structure and its corresponding space and
time. At the ETH on Honggerberg, space and time are also shared
by different human beings with different social identities: At
around 05:30 in the morning, the staff of the logistics center of
ETH is receiving mails and packages from the Post, and at the
same time the cooks of two canteens start to prepare the meals
of the day; the cleaners from vebego Schweiz Holding AG

must arrive at around 6:00 and some of them finish their work at
around 8:00 on working days. Most of them are recent immi-
grants, the time when they finish their work should be the time
when the «professors», «students», «researchers», «assistants»
just begin theirs. At around 19:00, maybe most of these decent
identities are leaving their working place, heading for another
space called home; at around 20:00 the staff from the post office
comes to empty the postal box; from 22:15 the Sicherheitsdienst
of the night shift start checking if all the space is in a state called
safe; if it is summer, after midnight, crickets start chirping for
courtship at the parking lot of the A floor in HIL.

| cannot remember since when, it seems that everyone and every-
thing has a schedule, but some of the schedules stand on the edge
of the prevailing reality. We sense each other over invisible bound-
aries and pretend to be stable in the turbulence of desire and fear.

It is so cold, but where could we go, the average temperature of
the universe is even 270°C colder.

thethirdeye.agency is a detective agency based at Department of Architecture, ETH Zurich. We observe, document
and whatever. «Architecture involves some detective work.» (1) «But they retain an appetite for the lost, unexpect-
ed detail, for what was discarded or forgotten in the course of time. [...] They are hungry for clues.»(2)
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