
Zeitschrift: Trans : Publikationsreihe des Fachvereins der Studierenden am
Departement Architektur der ETH Zürich

Herausgeber: Departement Architektur der ETH Zürich

Band: - (2022)

Heft: 40

Artikel: Kaleidoscope and disco balls

Autor: Crim, Ileana / Herrli, Noé

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-1037186

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 17.04.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-1037186
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


Kaleidoscope and Disco Balls
lleana Crim & Noé Herrli

I have been lost for a while now, wandering through this
labyrinth of mirrors, reflections all around as far as
I can see. Overwhelming masses surrounding me with
their unfathomable presence. Or is it their absence?
Each prism crushed and absorbed by the next one.
Reality is diffracted here, shredded into shards and
tossed back in every direction, like light on a disco ball.

Meandering through this constellation, I am left unable
to grasp what I want to see. Distinguishing between
real bodies and their reflections is almost impossible.
Identifying their location with precision has become
a game which I cannot win, as the duplicated images
float and emerge, dislocated from their surroundings.(1)
Nothing stands out here, as each street seems to be
a copy-paste of the next one, merging and melting
into a ubiquitous network. I am hovering in a stream
of reflections, looking for a tangible reality to hold
on to but I perceive only an infinite grid of windows
flying all around.

I want to escape this dazzling maze, I move on, but
every new surface adds to the physical realities,
absorbing the reflected reflections and throwing them
back on to the fictional mirror's reality.(2) A dull
feeling of nausea begins to gnaw at me inside and
a sense of foreboding tells me that the mirrors
have defeated me. I want to find the way out, but
I am not sure that it even exists. Anxiety cripples
me, I am condemned to this sensation, this feeling
of placelessness. I fear never to find places that
are reassuringly unechoed and unabsorbed anymore.

The computers populating the other side of the glass
have no such fears, as they only create and process
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data, for they are in their element, while I am not in
mine.(3) This environment, analogous to their inner-
workings, makes me wonder whether they are its sole
creators. The faceless buildings function like
computers without interfaces, only understandable by
themselves, speaking their own language, beyond
the comprehension of a human user.(4) Neighbouring
images are fed in to be spat out in an ever expanding
loop. Input, output, input, output, input, output...(5)

A car passes by. I can see the back lights drift away,
whereas the headlights seem to be coming at me,
their image reflecting in the facade at the end of the
street. I see the four lights projected on the other
end as I turn around. They ricochet all around from
one glazing to the next, creating an infinity of luminous
points gliding onto the cold surfaces. The driver
brakes, projecting an explosion of red eyes, all staring
at me. The kaleidoscope stops as the machine turns
and disappears behind the corner.
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