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REFLECTIONS ON WATER
Oscar Lussi

Silt and melting water, washed down from one
of the mightiest mountain ranges, shape and
change the world's largest delta system,
obliterating the boundaries between land and water.
The monsoon sky collapses under the immense
weight of dark blue water-soaked clouds,
drenching the paddy fields in the countryside
and flooding the grounds of the cities with
sluggish brown mush, as if the earth itself was
turning into water.

Skyscrapers surrounding the lakes appear as
if they were guarding the last green idylls.
An improvised aluminum fixture built on the
fence serves as a shop, an old bearded man
smiles. Heavy raindrops bounce off emerald
green leaves of mango, banana and krishna-
chura trees, soothing the busy streets with
a sweet earthy fragrance.
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A city, layered like the ever-changing delta land-
masses, built up over centuries, changed in
minutes and destroyed in seconds. The perpetuating

cycle of appropriation, oscillating between
the fertile and hostile.

Oscar Lussi, born 1996, is currently studying architecture at ETH Zurich. The photographs were taken during his
six-month internship with Kashef Chowdhury in Bangladesh, 2019. 43
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