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ANATOMY OF ANTIQUE MARBLES
Giuseppe Allegri

In antiquity, countless simulacra were crafted

In the struggle to make adolescence’s beau-

ty eternal. The opposition of art and life—the
one cold and everlasting, the other fragile

and warm —nourished the imagination of many
writers. Their belief in the immortality of art
raised the artist’s task to a divine state, in which,
as craftsmen of imperishable youth, they felt
akin to the ancient sculptors.

Though if one looks closely at these ancient
statues, you hardly find the perfect and ideal
youth they aimed to preserve, nor its coldness.
Even these supposedly incorruptible images
have been subject to ageing. Their skins are
covered in wrinkles, their bodies affected by
cracks and marks. Investigating these curious
biological implications of classical sculpture,
one is led to the discovery of its surprisingly
bodily nature, which reveals the most intimate
aspects of youth's fragility and decay.
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