Zeitschrift: Trans : Publikationsreihe des Fachvereins der Studierenden am
Departement Architektur der ETH Zirich

Herausgeber: Departement Architektur der ETH Zurich

Band: - (2018)

Heft: 32

Artikel: E. 1027

Autor: Laaring, Bess / Poulikakos, Alexander / Stolze, Magdalena
DOl: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-919056

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 15.04.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-919056
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en




E. 1027
Bess Laaring, Alexander Poulikakos, Magdalena Stolze

Cape Martin, South of France.
A house built in 1929 sits on a cliff,

overlooking the sea.

Dear Badovici,

Thank you for hosting us recently in your sea-side villa. I will admit to liking it
greatly, and being full of admiration of the villa’s sophisticated design. It accommo-
dates, in its well-formed layout, de-compression and the contemplation of the blue
expanse and enjoyment on the terrace of the sea air. It so elegantly houses our

languid activities.

The inicial formulation and conception of the house’s purpose was irrational,
however. I understand that your lover designed the villa for both of you and yet for
only the briefest time did it serve its intended purpose. Her frivolity is evident, and
I cannot admit to appreciating the interiors. They are at once meaningless and
emotional. Her treatment of surfaces is too female, too timid and too restrained.
Better the house serves its purpose as the vessel for our holiday making.

The house is no longer hers and the murals I painted while there were an atctempt to
meter the arrogance of her overconfident design. The dull walls needed addressing,
My murals rectify the unconvincing nature of the place, whar wich the bold intro-
duction of spirit and vitality. I hope you are benefiting from my improvement, the
life it brings to an otherwise lifeless place. I have several more compositions planned
which I intend to complete on my fucure visits.

[ look forward to my next visit.
[ shall bring Yvonne again.

Le Corbusier
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E. 1027

Eileen,

There has been something preoccupying me for years. I've been thinking abour us.
I've been thinking about it, our most precious obsession. We wrote poems and con-
srandythoughtaboutiL()urcapsuk:buﬂtuddlouro“w1handsthat“mssupposed
to hold us rogether but instead tore us apart. It started to amplity our differences
and make us feel incompatible. That’s why there was no room for the three of us
after a few short years together. And you left. I stayed bur things were no longer the
same. [ was constantly reminded of the times the three of us had shared and how
they were gone forever. I felt lonely but my attraction to ic didn’c allow me to move
on. I became dependent on visitors to keep me busy so nacurally I was happy at first
to see how fond of it my dear friend became. His visits started to become more
frequent till it was grabbed fully by his bare, naked hand and squeezed tightly,
hardly letting it breathe. Being caught between them and afraid of becoming
isolated again, I did not interfere and lec myself be repressed. His stain stayed
present even after his grip loosend. There is a constant reminder now of his pene-
tracion. I’'m even afraid his delusional obsession still hasn’t faded. Just over a year
ago he built his own cabanon five minutes away from our house. My dear friend
tainted my affecrion ro it, tearing it out of my weak arms, leaving me apprehensive
and unable to protect it. Out of guilc I couldn’t bear to be there anymore, so I aban-
doned it. I'm still devastated I lec this happen and I am asking you to forgive me.

Love
Jean
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E. 1027

My first one — when we first started [ saw so much promise in you. We designed you
together, Jean and I. And now neither of us owns you. I put all of myself into you, in
every corner. I wanted to be alone with you and Jean. My life in Paris was always too
loud and fast and public, women and cars and salons. [ wanted quier dinners and
slow mornings and lazy afternoons. I wanted a space that was perfect for him,
perfect for me. A private stage for my relationship with Jean, but also a new

organism.

And when we created you rogether, I really believed it could be perfect. When 1
made the spaces, and we put them next to each other, you were created, a living
thing. And you were not perfect for me or for my lover — you chose to be loved by
another man. One who abused you — one who saw you as just a machine for living.
The bedroom, perfect for sleeping in, for lounging around in, became just walls
around a beautiful space. All of my instructions for living ignored, all our spaces
vandalised and destroyed. And my weak-willed ex-lover allowed it all to happen to
you, and you allowed it too. You wanted to be just a house, when you could have
been much more to me. I made you with my own hands, I gave you a name, a new
combination of Jean’s and my name. But I knew it was over even before it happened.
You were a product of my love for Jean, a product of his love for me. And our love
crumbled as soon as we had created you. It was not your fault — but you made us see
it. How his living room was supposed to be my bedroom. How his need for people
destroyed my love of privacy. This is why I could never come back to you — you were
his, and then you were another man’s. Both you and I sir, barely recognised, left
alone. Your recognition comes only from what a man painted on your walls, and my
recognition comes only from the man’s name I painted on my walls. Buc I chink
about you, and whar you could have been for me, every day.

Love, Eileen.
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View of E.1027 shortly after 1926 © DR - Photographer unknown

Uninhabited for many decades, the house deteriorated. In order to protect his mu-
rals, Le Corbusier eventually persuaded a supporter to buy the house. The villa was
often actributed to Le Corbusier. Through more recent actention, Eileen Gray has
gained recognition for the villa and for her work. She continued to work as a design-
er until her death at the age of 98 in 1976. The house has now been refurbished.

These letters are written on the basis of true events.
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