
Zeitschrift: Swiss express : the Swiss Railways Society journal

Herausgeber: Swiss Railways Society

Band: - (2019)

Heft: 138

Artikel: Twenty years on : Ron Smith recalls a celebration in Luzern in 1999

Autor: Smith, Ron

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-853809

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 12.03.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-853809
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


Twenty Years On
Ron Smith recalls a celebration in Luzern in 1999

In
1999 the VBL (Verkehrsbetriebe Luzern) celebrated the

100th anniversary of public transport in the city. In early
March of that year I was privileged to have a private preview

of the special Jubilaumsbus at the VBL's Tribschenstrasse

Depot. This was a new articulated single-deck trolleybus,
numbered 199. It was painted in the City's traditional blue
and white colours and decorated with colourful hand painted
butterflies. The slogan for the celebration was "Wir haben ab"
that translated as " We are taking off and the butterfly symbol
supposedly represented the way that public transport vehicles

flit from stop to stop, never in a straight line! On 19th March
the official launch took place at the depot, and number 199

took to the streets.

The Swiss certainly knew how to celebrate with the main

event, and this was followed across all of 1999 with many

other events. The Tribschenstrasse Depot had an open day,

with many vehicles on display. I also recall a sales stand with
old bus stops, and their signs; roller destination blinds, many
smaller metal signs from the inside of old trams and buses

(No Smoking; Hold Tight; etc.); lamps and too many tempting

things that could never be brought back on an aircraft.

Twenty years on I wonder how much these items are now
worth! At the Verkehrshaus, there were big displays including
"old timer" buses many of which operated special trips, and

even regular routes interspersed with the normal buses, on
lesser density routes. All buses and trolleybuses carried
elaborate floral wreaths on their front bumpers. It was a great
celebration of Luzern's first class public transport system.

I have recently retrieved some of the images of that day
from my system and they are worth another view.
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