Zeitschrift: Swiss express : the Swiss Railways Society journal
Herausgeber: Swiss Railways Society

Band: - (2016)

Heft: 127

Artikel: Bern gets a lift - or two : Ernst Leutwiler reports on the commissioning
of two new inclined plane lifts

Autor: Leutwiler, Ernst

DOl: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-854061

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 01.03.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-854061
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

Bern gets a lift

or two

Ernst Leutwiler reports on the commlssmnmg of two new

inclined plane lifts

he City of Bern is rightly proud of its world
-I_famous bears, that since 2009 have been enjoying

the extra space afforded by their new Bear Park
across the River Aare from their old home in the
restricted confines of the old bear Pit. The new park
is situated on a steep slope that leads down to the river,
a superb location but one that was not fully accessible
for persons with any form of mobility impairment.
To meet the requirements of Switzerland’s Disability
Discrimination Act (DDA) the City Council studied many
proposals for improving access for all visitors and finally
settled on a CHF3m proposal to install an inclined plane lift.
The 43m long track connects a height difference of 20m,
using a spacious cabin that has room for a combination of
2 wheelchairs and up to 15 people. The lift, built by
Inauen-Schitti AG of Schwanden (GL), is fully automatic,
operates during the opening hours of the Bear Park, and is
free to users. The ‘Barengraben’ is well worth a visit and is
only a 7 minute bus ride on Line 12 from the Hauptbahnhof
— but beware, during the winter months the bears are invisible
as they are hibernating!
In Bern’s southern suburb of Belp the district hospital and
nursing home is situated on a hill and from its opening
in 1992 it had been connected to a lower level, for parking
and the short walk to the BLS Station, by a 2-person
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1,3 & 5. Bern,
Béarengraben.

2 & 4. Belp Spital
Bergstation.

inclined plane eleva-
tor. This was 49m |
long and climbed
25m but due to its [§
small size, and the |
requirements of the
DDA, it has recently
been replaced by a
larger cabin that can take 2 wheelchairs and more people. This
was a joint contract between Von Rotz & Wiedemar AG, and
Frey AG, of Stans. Again it is fully automatic, but this one
operates from 05.30 to 23.00. £l
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