Zeitschrift: Swiss express : the Swiss Railways Society journal
Herausgeber: Swiss Railways Society

Band: - (2014)
Heft: 118
Vorwort: Editorial
Autor: [s.n]

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 19.11.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

SWISS EXPRESS

THE MAGAZINE OF THE SWISS RAILWAYS SOCIETY
- OVER 1300 COPIES DISTRIBUTED WORLDWIDE

EDITORIAL

ot for the first time at an SRS AGM the question of taking Swiss Express
N into a digital format was raised, and a wide-ranging discussion ensued.

The Committee have considered this issue previously and with the
subscription renewal request last year we asked if a digital magazine would be of
interest to the general membership. Just some 16% responded that you might be
interested in seeing the magazine in such a format. This confirmed that a printed
magazine was still preferable to the majority of our members. Those who choose
to live their lives through a computer screen see going digital as ‘the way forward’
but it is a move that is fraught with potential problems and unintended
consequences. The US journal Newsweek stopped printing and went on line,
suffering a massive fall in circulation, headed towards bankruptcy, and is now
reverting to print. With hindsight, this was hardly surprising for once a
publication is available on-line, even only by subscription, it can be copied and
freely circulated to others who pay nothing towards its compilation and
publication. This produces readers who become ‘free’ subscribers, gaining the
benefit of the publication without any financial input. Some people will always
want print copies to keep, pass on and refer back to, but the fewer copies printed
the higher the unit costs of these will be. Our printers distribute Swiss Express -
once they mail-out over 1000 copies we gain a substantial discount on our postage
bill. If just 20% of our members opted for only a digital copy we would lose this
discount and the cost to all other members would rise. Another issue is that of
the author’s, photographer’s and the Society’s Copyright. With a printed journal
this is relatively easy to control, once it goes on-line there is no control. Suffice to
say you can expect Swiss Express to remain a printed publication for the foreseeable
future.
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Swiss Railways Society — Membership Details

If you are not currently a member of the Swiss Railways Society, and have only just discovered
Swiss Express, why not join so you can keep up to date with railways and the transport scene in
Switzerland? For a modest UK subscription of £17/year in addition to receiving four quarterly issues
of this splendid publication you can also take part in the other activities organised by the Society.

For a Society Prospectus you can either write to
Steve Buck, 55, The Boulevard, Wylde Green, Sutton Coldfield, B73 5JB,
or email him at membership@swissrailsoc.org.uk
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