Zeitschrift: Swiss express : the Swiss Railways Society journal
Herausgeber: Swiss Railways Society

Band: - (2014)

Heft: 119

Artikel: Pilatus philately

Autor: Farr, Michael

DOl: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-854147

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 05.08.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-854147
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

4. While staying at Zurich in June 1963 we joined this steam special on the Sihltalbahn.

5. Swans nesting by the sidings at Stansstad in April 1964. If staff wanted to move coaches in the nesting season they could be

faced with aggressive swans!

6. 11 June 1965. The author’s ‘Emergency Escape’ from the Gemstock cable car, Andermatt.

125 Jahre Pilatus Zahnradbahn
125 anni delle ferrovia a cremagliera del Pilatus
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his year’s postage stamp issue with a railway theme

celebrates 125-years of the steepest cogwheel railway

— the Pilatusbahn. Swiss Post issued a CHF1.00
stamp on 8th May and this will be available from post offices
for a year, or until stocks are exhausted. A sheetlet of 10
stamps is also available as well as a “maximum card” — a
postcard with a picture of the little red railcar dwarfed by
the mountainside as it climbs at a remarkably steep angle.
The card can be bought only at the special philatelic
counters, or by post.

The railway began operating on 4th June 1889 after 600
men had toiled for 400 days to construct this, still the
steepest cogwheel railway in the world. Due to the gradient
of the line the engineer Eduard Locher-Freuler (1840-1910)
designed a unique rack system, named after him, and
because he later turned his efforts to bridge and tunnel
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125 ans du chemin de fer a crémaillére du Pilatus
125 Years Pilatus cogwheel railway

UL

building no other railway uses this particular design of rack.
He also chose a gauge of 800mm and introduced some
particularly small radius curves as his line conquered
gradients of up to 48%, almost 1 in 2, over 4.5km.

Mount Pilatus, 2,132m high, is shrouded in legend. Its
name is said to come from Pontius Pilate whose soul came
to rest in a small Alpen lake as he wrestled with his guilt over
the crucifixion of Christ. According to the legend anyone
disturbing his spirit would cause a devastating storm and in
an effort to protect against this the Council of Lucerne
forbade people from walking on the mountain, which
became known as the forbidden mountain. This restriction
was lifted at the end of the 16th century, so today’s visitors
can wander at will. There are, however, no guarantees about
the weather! £
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