
Zeitschrift: Swiss express : the Swiss Railways Society journal

Herausgeber: Swiss Railways Society

Band: - (2013)

Heft: 113

Artikel: ZB goes underground : Mario Gavazzi reports on the closure of part of
the historic Brünig line in Luzern

Autor: Gavazzi, Mario

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-854186

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 17.10.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-854186
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


Exactly
3 -minutes after Midnight 8th/9th November,

the last train travelled along a section of the original
Brünig line (now the Zentralbahn - ZB) between

Steghof and Allmend/Kriens Mattenhof in Luzern. And the
last train was also an original touch — a steam train headed by
G 3/4 No.208 of the Ballenberg Dampfbahn (BDB),
hauling an historic composition full with people on the way
to Dallenwil along the Engelberg line. Here they enjoyed
a "Midnight Dinner"' before returning by VBL bus to the

City. For days before this last train many people had taken

their last chance to travel by train on the line, called locally

the 'Barrieren-Linie' (barrier line), because of four crossings
within some 500m, all with full barriers, severing busy main

streets many times an hour. Also many people, both locals

and visitors, took photographs as last souvenirs of this
historic route especially on Thursday 8th when the BDB
loco ran a number of special trips.

A nostalgic feeling was present during those days,

especially for the author of this article, who spent his youth
a short distance from the railway tracks. Older people
still called it the Briinig-line because in 1889 it was opened

over the pass of that name to Meiringen by the Jura-Bern-
Luzern Railway. It was later
extended to Interlaken prior to
becoming the only metre-gauge
section of the SBB. Years later
the Kriens-Luzern-Bahn (KLB)
used the route, overlaying their
standard gauge (1435mm) line
to give a four-track layout. Also,
from 1964, the Luzern-Stans-

Engelberg-Bahn (LSE) used the
line with their new trains after

ABOVE: On Thursday 8th
November G 3/4 No.208 of
Ballenberg-Dampfbahn operated
several trains on the old line.

All photos: Mario Gavazzi
LEFT: ZB train emerging from the
tunnel through the ongoing works
a contractors loco in the
foreground.
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the link to their original line was completed. The
ZB is the outcome of the merger between the

SBB/Briinigbahn and the LSE.

After a frantic weekend of realigning the

connecting tracks, on Monday 12th November
the ZB opened the 2km line through the

newly-constructed, double-track, Haltiwald
tunnel. The westbound track in the tunnel has

been laid with a third rail to allow standard gauge
freight operations to continue. From the start of
the new timetable period on 9th December 2012

a new underground station on the route at
Allmend Messe was opened by the ZB. It is

unclear at present as to what will become of the
old alignment. The tracks were lifted within days

of its closure and an old bridge removed.

Possibly parts of the route might be used for a

new city highway called 'Südzubringer' forming
a direct link from the A2-motorway to the
Tribschen area near the main station. Whatever

happens in the future a new era for the two lines

to Brünig-Interlaken and Stans-Engelberg has

now begun! H

A

TOP: ZB-train to Engelberg crosses the Steghof-bridge. In the foreground the
new railway line to the tunnel is prepared, a second track will follow in 2013.

ABOVE: Old and new railway tracks near Kriens-Mattenhof.

LEFT: Removing the 1897 Steghof Bridgeafter the new line opened.

BELOW LEFT: Entrance to the new station on ZB Tunnel line.

BELOW: ZB train calling at Allmend Messe.
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