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Peter Marriott introduces
Alpmitholz-a compact new HO
scale layout.

Over the last decade or so most of the
layouts that I have built have been end-to-end.
For this layout I wanted to be able to just stand
and watch the trains go by in an attractive setting
to remind me of holidays in the Alps. And so it
was that I built this compact layout that is
simply a circle of track with a couple of storage
sidings and a timber yard to add a little bit of
operational interest.

The building of this layout has been
extensively documented in Model Rail magazine
as a series between March and October 2009 so I
will not reiterate the construction techniques
here. The layout was built as a Scottish Region
line but it was always my intention to “convert”
the line to a Swiss line following completion of
the magazine series. At the time of writing I had
not erected the catenary masts on the layout so
it’s currently run as a diesel operated Swiss line. A
rare commodity indeed! To satisfy my conscience
[ have envisaged that the single-track line could
be somewhere like the Spiez to Zweisimmen line
when the storms had reduced the line to diesel
only operation. You are right, I am stretching my
imagination just a little bit too far!!
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[ will conclude on the note that I intend to
bring the layout to the 2010 Swiss AGM
complete with locomotives in DCC sound mode.
Please come along and introduce yourself and
watch the trains go by. Hopefully it might remind
you, too, of visits to our favourite country.

“I DID IT MY WAY” - Part 3
Roger Ellis admits that “I did it
everybody else's way!”

In the first two parts of this trilogy I have
covered the building of the baseboard and the
wiring of the track, and so now in Part 3 we must
endeavour to make it all look Swiss.

Peter Marriott has already covered the
construction of catenary in the December 2008
and March 2009 Swiss Express magazines so all T
need to add is to remember to install the over-
head, and perhaps the signals as well, BEFORE
you build the scenery.

Most of the major European kit manufacturers
sell tunnel mouths of all shapes for all gauges but
if you have catenary make sure you buy those that
are meant for electric traction. Obvious, I know,
but I have several tunnel mouths that will only
take steam or diesel locomotives! When positioning
the tunnel mouth ensure the longest coach you
have on your layout will clear the tunnel wall,
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