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EDITORIAL

Welcome to Edition 100 of Swiss Express - I wonder if the
editor of Edition One realised, when sitting-down to write the
words of the first editorial which we have reproduced on Page
0, that 25-years later his new magazine would still be going
strong. When Swiss Express was launched the SRS had a total
membership of around 350; this year our membership is just
under 1,300, only slightly down on our 2006 peak of 1,377.
Subscriptions in 1984 were £5 a year. It is just £15 a year to renew
your membership for 2010 so I hope that you will realise what a
bargain your subscriptions are - and that Swiss Express is.

Following its foundation in 1980 the Society produced, on
an ad-hoc basis, a stapled-together set of A4 pages under the
title of Swiss Railway News the last edition of which came out in
1984. The move to Swiss Express was a bold one. From
something that could be written-up on a typewriter and
reproduced on a simple copying machine to a properly
published and printed magazine was a giant leap for a Society
still feeling its feet. The early editions were thin (just 28-pages),
obviously in black and white, and the photographic
reproduction was “grainy’, to say the least. They were so
completely different to the full-colour magazine that the
editorial team, with some professional assistance, now produce
and that you are currently reading. I must thank the former
editors, and the many contributors, for giving us 25-years of
entertainment and education in all the editions between then
and now.

Given that Edition 100 comes along almost at the same
time as the 30th anniversary of the start of the SRS I have asked
Bryan Stone, a member living in Switzerland, to recall just what
the Swiss railway scene was like in the early years of the 1980s.
Reading his excellent article you will realise how things have
changed. Transport today in Switzerland is totally different
from what it was in 1980 when the SRS was founded. Thanks
to the discipline of the Taktfahrplan, that started to be
introduced some two years later, things were already changing
fast when Swiss Express came on the scene, and over the years
through its contributors this magazine has reported on these
events. I hope that we will continue to be able to do this as we
enter the second decade of the 21st Century.

It has occurred to us that a way of involving members in the
30th Anniversary of the Society would be to ask those of you
who have memories, anecdotes, observations, etc pertinent to
Switzerland in 1980 to set them out for us. If you have vintage
photographs we can get these digitized. In this edition there is
the start of an occasional feature with the title “My first Swiss
photograph”. We have some other ideas along similar lines for
items in future editions of Swiss Express but we would love to
hear from you, our members.

Malcolm Bulpitt
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