
Zeitschrift: Swiss express : the Swiss Railways Society journal

Herausgeber: Swiss Railways Society

Band: - (2009)

Heft: 99

Artikel: A cat on the lake

Autor: Smith, Ron

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-854298

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 17.03.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-854298
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


A CAT ON THE LAKE

Some time ago the Schiffartsgesellschaft
des Vierwaldstättersee (SGV) decided that
they needed a new ship in 2009 to replace an
old one (note that the 'Schwyz' is 50 years
old and the 'Rudi' 80 years old this year) and

set-out a design brief. The criteria were: a

speed of 30 kph (faster than any other SGV
vessel); a capacity of 300 passengers; to be

operated with a crew of only two; and with
no steps to give disabled access - therefore all

on one level. This gave the choice of either a

very long or a very wide conventional vessel.

Neither of these is desirable in a ship that has

to have manoeuvrability and minimum
water resistance. The result was a catamaran
design that would give sufficient deck area
without too large an area below the

waterline. Tests on the design were carried

out in the UK at Southampton using 1:16
scale models. The ship was built by the SGV
at their shipyard on the lake and aluminium
was used in the construction as much as

possible. The new ship is named 'Cirrus' and

joined the fleet in April, followed by its first
revenue service in May. It has a length of
40m, is 12.5m wide, has a draft of 1.39m
and can cruise at 26kph with its two 500hp
diesel engines. Although it conforms to the

operational and engineering brief, in my
opinion it lacks the elegance and style of the

rest of the fleet, as does a similar craft on the
lake at Biel/Bienne. It is still to be seen which
ship it replaces.

Ron Smith

The MOB wagon on the B-C
on 05/06/09.
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