Zeitschrift: Swiss express : the Swiss Railways Society journal
Herausgeber: Swiss Railways Society

Band: - (2009)

Heft: 98

Artikel: And finally ... the Voralpen Express
Autor: Scotland, Keith

DOl: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-854291

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 04.08.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-854291
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

——_

The Voralpen Express links Luzern and
the Vierwaldstittersee with the Ziirichsee and
Bodensee. The hourly train departs from
Luzern at 07.40 through to 19.40, and from
Romanshorn at 06.34 through to 18.34. From
Luzern the services pass the Verkehrshaus
transport museum then Kiissnacht am Rigi
(for connections by bus to Weggis and Vitznau),
Arth-Goldau (connections in all directions),
Biberbrugg (change for Einsiedeln and its
spectacular monastery), Wollerau, Pfaffikon
(SZ), and Rapperswil on the Ziirichsee for
more connections. It continues via Schmerikon,
Uznach (connections for Glarus), Wattwil,
Degersheim, Herisau and St. Gallen (for the
Appenzellerbahn) then finally Romanshorn on
the Bodensee with boat connections across to
Friedrichshafen, Germany.

The service was started in 1991 with equal
funding from the Siidostbahn (SOB) the
Bodensee Toggenbergbahn (BT) and the SBB.
In 2002 the SOB and BT merged to become
just the SOB, and today they own two-thirds
of the service. The coaches and driving trailer
of each train are heavily rebuilt and superbly
modernised with air conditioning units on the
roof. In addition to the two standard Re 4/4
IIs provided by the SBB for the service the
locomotives used are the four experimental
Re4/4 TVs that the SOB took over from the
SBB. These locos were not followed up with

JUNE 2009

Bl e
- L) ] L]
S
£ ~ L T b

i‘.imlo ‘ a3 T

s ’ 1
» |

AlLLAHOTO z otland

series orders, suffer rather high maintenance
costs because of their uniqueness and appear
in a great variety of advertising liveries that
seem to change frequently. If you wish to ride
behind these unique locomotives and the eight
rakes of special rolling stock do so soon as they
are all currently up for sale. The SOB wishes
to standardise its fleet and this includes a new
generation of EMUs for this service.

The “Express” is not fast as it operates on a
mostly single track sinuous route with some
severe gradients, which limit the train to five
coaches. Its usefulness is clear from the number
of passengers who join and alight at the many
stops - not many go the whole way - which is
one reason why there is no dining car, catering
being by mini bar or self-service machine in
the bar car. The scenery en-route is mostly
rural although pleasant and interesting.

There is a very steep gradient on the line
that heads north out of Arth-Goldau to
Biberbrugg. As most trains do not exceed the
standard 5-car sets and freight is almost non-
existent the need to provide banking assistance
is quite rare. However, in July 2008 the Swiss
Military were running exercises in the area and
over one weekend almost all the Voralpen
Expresses had three old green coaches added
to their consist and a banking engine was
stationed at Arth-Goldau to assist on the
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