Zeitschrift: Swiss express : the Swiss Railways Society journal
Herausgeber: Swiss Railways Society

Band: - (2009)

Heft: 97

Artikel: Mont Blanc Railway centenary
Autor: Kalti

DOl: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-854262

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften. Sie besitzt keine Urheberrechte

an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fir deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in der Regel bei
den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Siehe Rechtliche Hinweise.

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numeérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En régle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. Voir Informations légales.

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. See Legal natice.

Download PDF: 15.05.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-854262
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/about3?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/about3?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/about3?lang=en

WAY CENTENARY

The Mont Blanc Railway au'btnces wait.at St Gervalis, where they maké

connection with the SNCF,s’taﬁdard gaug°e tram ln th :
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June 1996.

The continuation of the Swiss
Martigny-Chatelard railway from the
Frontiere station into France to reach
Chamonix and St Gervais celebrated its
centenary in July 2008 and SNCF pulled
out all the stops to help publicise its recent
investment in the line. M. Guillaume Pépy,
the high profile chairman of SNCE, joined
in the celebrations of a railway originally
built by the French Paris-Lyons-
Mediterranée (PLM) main line company in
order to build up the winter sports traffic to
the Chamonix area. Realising construction
and operation would be a challenge the
PLM chose metre-gauge and electrification
from the outset. Its unusual feature, which
continues to this day, is that in France the
trains get their power from a third rail,
while in Switzerland the through services
use overhead wires, although there are also
sections of third-rail operation. The Swiss
also have sections of Riggenbach rack on
their original line as it climbs out of the
Rhoéne valley whereas the 100-year old line
in France is purely traction. Articles in the
March 2008 edition of Swiss Express
described recent trips over the line.
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The old and new order on the
Martigny-Chatelard Railway at Le
Chatelard, August 1998.

Whilst protected in some places, the
third rail (carrying 800v) is uncovered
alongside the boards of the level
crossing, June 1996.
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