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Corviglia-Bahn approaching the summit. ALL PHOTOS: Ernst B Leutwiler.

The St. Moritz - Chantarella -
Corviglia - Bahn

St. Moritz, the world famous resort in
the Upper Engadin Region of Canton
Graubünden, is home to an interesting pair
of funiculars. Originally they
belonged to two separate
companies, but now they are

run as one and owned by the

community of St. Moritz. From
the centre of the town the St.

Moritz — Chantarella funicular
was opened in January 1913. It
is 0.45km long and was

originally built at 1000mm

gauge, but it was widened to
1150mm when new rolling
stock was introduced in 1994.

Climbing up from

Corviglia-Bahn.

Chantarella to Corviglia a further 1.63 km
section of 800 mm gauge funicular was

opened on December 1928. This was

changed to 1435 mm gauge with new
rolling stock in 1985. This pair of funiculars
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rise from 1846m above

sea level at St Moritz to
2486m at the upper
station where a

Luftseilbahn lifts people

up to Piz Nair at 3057m.
With the surrounding
area providing
breathtaking views, as

well as numerous
recreational and sporting
activities, the system is

very popular both in
winter and summer so its
fortunes are on the up.

The Schwyz -
Stoos Bahn.

This funicular is known as the DSS

(Drahtseilbahen Schwyz - Stoos) and is one
of the steepest in Europe. It is owned by the

Sportsbahnen Schwyz-Stoos Fronalpstock
AG and is operated by the bus company
Auto AG Schwyz. It starts 7.6 kilometres
from the SBB Schwyz main line station at
Schlattli and can be reached by a connecting
bus service provided by its operating
company. The funicular was opened in 1932,
and so is one of the

youngest funiculars in
Switzerland. It is 1383 m
long, and is metre gauge.
The lower station is

573m above sea level; the

summit at 1290m giving
a gradient of 781 per
thousand on the climb.
The funicular gives access

to the lovely car-free

Fronalpstock area that
peaks at 1922m, the

summit being reached by
a cable car.

In two years' time the
DSS will be replaced

The DSS climbs from Schlatti to Stoos.

with a cable car. The present line, rolling
stock and equipment was renewed in 1971

and 38 years on it is in need of investment.
As this will be the end of the concession

period the decision has been made to
replace it totally, so if you want to ride on
this service — do it soon! This is another
Swiss funicular, like the one from
Lauterbrunnen to Grütschalp two years ago,
that is on its way down to a sad demise.

A DSS car with its luggage platform.
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