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_PRESERVING THE PROTOTYPE

During 2007 Swiss Railways Society member
Heléna Moretti commissioned Gerald Savine to
produce a painting featuring the prototype Ae6/6
No. 11401 “Ticino”. Heléna’s intention was to
produce a limited edition of prints to sell with all
profits going to towards the fund for the
preservation of the 1952-built locomotive. The
magnificent Ae6/6s will soon be part of Swiss
railway history as many are now being taken out
of service. It is the aim of the Club San
Gottardo, a volunteer operated steam and
vintage electric group that relies on donations, to
keep one in active preservation. The Club is
based, very appropriately, at Mendrisio, near
Chiasso, in the Ticino from where it operates its
unique international service to Valmorea-Rodero
in raly.

Just 600 litho prints have been produced of
the original painting. The images are to the same
size and quality as Gerald’s limited edition Swiss
railway prints that many Society members
already own. The prints cost £30.00 and they are
available by post direct from Heléna Moretti at
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6, The Chase, Monkmoor, Shrewsbury, SY2 SBX.
Post and packing charges are:- £2.75 for the UK;
£3.50 for the rest of Europe: £5.25 for the Rest
of the World including the USA. Cheques/
Bankers Drafts for the total amount should be
made payable to Heléna Moretti. Gerald has also
agreed to sell the prints from his studio at Bridge
House, Waterside, Upton-upon-Severn,
Worcestershire, WR8 O0HG and from his sales
stand at exhibitions.

Although the SRS has chosen not to become
financially involved with individual preservation
projects in Switzerland the Society would
encourage its individual members to work with
Heléna, and her friends in the Club San
Gottardo, in trying to have one example of this
famous class of locomotive kept in working order
for future generations of enthusiasts to enjoy. If
people’s language skills are up to it we are sure
that preservation societies in Switzerland would
welcome volunteers from the UK to give their
time to undertake practical work at their sites as
well as taking action here at home, as Heléna has,
to help raise essential funds.
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