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LOTSCHBERG BASE TUNNEL
- READY FOR ANYTHING

Roger Phelps’ phato tour of the BLS Emergency

The Tunnel Rescue train stands in Spiez Station waiting for the Institute of Railway Signal
Engineers to join it and be transported into the yard for a detailed view and explanation of the
Rescue train. This is the north end of the train and the leading two vehicles are for evacuation. The
trailing vehicles are the business end for fire fighting and rescue.

In September 2006 SRS Member
Roger Phelps was privileged to have a
tour at Spiez of one of the special
trains that the BLS has put into
service to be ready to cope with any
emergency that may occur in the new
Lotschberg Base Tunnel. Roger, a
railway signal engineer, was a member
of a study tour organised by his
professional body.

Inside one of the two training vehicles
which are used to ferry rescuers into the
incident and casualties out to safety.
Depending where the incident is, the
train may be used to ferry casualties out,
they may be transferred to road vehicles
for onward evacuation.
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by road vehicles to help in the evacuation. Road vehicles ¢
Mittholz, Ferden and Raron. In the event of an emergency
both ends of the tunnel to the incident. Trains are stopped
these trains reverse out of the tunnel without the need to chan
reduced speed of 80kph. ,

Stretchers in one of the rescue vehicles; note

the fold down beds behind.
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TOP LEFT: Part of the water and foam pumps
in the business end.

TOP RIGHT: Lifting hoist to raise and lower
heavy equipment in and out of the train.

BOTTOM RIGHT: One of the safety helmet
worn by the crews; the gold reflects the heat. A
lot was learnt from the Channel Tunnel fire and
this has been put to good use here.
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