
Zeitschrift: Swiss express : the Swiss Railways Society journal

Herausgeber: Swiss Railways Society

Band: - (2008)

Heft: 93

Artikel: The Gotthard over 40 years ago : David Adams gives us a snapshot of
operations in the 1960s

Autor: Adams, David

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-854602

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 04.08.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-854602
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


AnAe 6/6 has just crossed the Meienereusseviaduct with a Milano-Basel service and is approaching
the short tunnel that leads to Wassen station. PHOTOS: David Adams, taken circa 1964/5

Changes on the Gotthard have been

plentiful since the middle sixties and the

following are a few of the things that are

now just distant memories from my early
visits.

There was still a semaphore signal at
Arth Goldau, and a level crossing just north

of Fliielen station. Access to passenger
trains at Erstfeld was across the tracks and

only local stopping services called there.

Wassen had no Autobahn and heavy snow
in May was not unusual. The stations that
have since closed between Erstfeld and

Bellinzona had an irregular stopping service

and, like others, I used

the train to access

Wassen.

Ae 6/6s, several of
which were still to be

built, dominated the

motive power scene on
both passenger and

freight services,

although Ae 4/6s could
be seen on a few of the

FlHelen, an Ae4/6
approaching with a
southbound passenger
train.
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passenger workings and Re 4/4s

in push-pull mode worked the

stopping services. An Ae 4/7 was

fairly regular on an afternoon
train from the north which
terminated at Fliielen. The long
distance trains to and from
Milano were also irregular in

pattern and often loaded up to
16 vehicles. Thankfully, additional
SBB/FFS coaches were added for
internal Swiss journeys at Chiasso

and Basel as the through
international accommodation was

generally packed with Italian

migrant workers. TEE services

worked by RABDe 12/12 multi
voltage sets also made a few

appearances daily. A well

patronised car shuttle operated
through the Gotthard tunnel,
usually headed by either an Ae

3/5 or a Be 4/6. The latter,

together with Be and

Ce Crocodiles, were also used as

helper locos on southbound

freights from Erstfeld to
Göschenen, often being placed
about one third of the way back

in the train. The three Ae 8/14
twin units were also regular on
freights between Erstfeld and

Bellinzona, but freight traffic in
general was less intense than it is

today. And of course the station
bells still clanged out at every
signal panel en-route.
TOP: At Flüelen, an Ae4/7 departs
with a northbound local service.
MIDDLE: At Göschenen, Be4/6
12321 running round a car shuttle at
the northern entrance to the Gotthard
Tunnel.
BOTTOM: At Bellinzona, an RABDe
12/12 TEE unit approaching with a
Zurich - Milano service. Ae8/14 11851

can be seen in the depot yard.
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