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J Stuart Frost

FO HGE4/4 106 in Winter Olympics mode
Photo: Author

at Oberwald

In _Iu y 1999 along with my w1fe ]oyce we had
a very pleasant holiday at Saas Fee. First bonus was
to see lots of BVZ and FO rolling stock at Brig
whilst waiting for the Saas bus. However one day
we decided to go to Fiesch to catch the cable car to
Eggishorn to see the magnificent views of the
Aletsch Glacier. Checked with the ticket clerk
when buying the combined bus/rail ticket - use any
train. At Brig we found an East bound Glacier
Express with just one (the last) non booked coach.

+m Fiesch

UNEXPECTED BONUS

As we left, the automatic announcement system
described the features of Brig (something wrong we
thought!). Arriving at Fiesch, the train stopped with
our coach over the points at the entrance to the sta-
tion. Should we get off now, or will it pull into the
station and if so which platform? We tried the
doors, they wouldn't open and then the train set off
- no it did not stop again - in fact the next sched-
uled stop was Oberwald, a half hour away. Oh dear.
Checking the timetable showed that we would have
to wait at least an hour for a return train which
would stop at Fiesch.

After a delightful run to Oberwald, we got off
and wondered how to spend the next hour. First
stop at the ticket office, purchase tickets to Fiesch
plus various FO souvenirs We need not have won-
dered how to spend our time - so much to see and
photograph! First stop the DFB snowplough (pic-
tured in the March edition), then a tunnel loco with
Eastbound another Glacier Express with
5 panorama coaches (see photo). Westbound, a
Glacier Express, from which the Gourmino restau-

its trucks .

rant car was removed and placed in a siding (see
colour photo) then later added to an eastbound
train. Watched a coach being backed very carefully
onto a tunnel wagon. Local train arrived with white
Aletsch Cycle Hire luggage van and a family collect-
ed their bicycles (what a contrast to UK railways
attitude to cyclists!!!). Another
east bound Glacier Express
% complete with Gourmino car
passed through. Then our local
train arrived. It stopped at all
stations back to Fiesch where
we still had just enough time to
see the Aletsch glacier (see

%

e

colour photo), before returning
to Fiesch station. Local train to
Brig arrived, pulling onto the
far platform and we boarded.
Then the Express to Brig
W opped on the middle plat-
- form, then a local eastbound
~ train arrived on the town side

platform (see photo). Naturally

Local train arrives s at Fiesch headed byadnwng mzzler ~  we were last to leave for our
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~ final trip back to Brig.
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Bexe=Villars-Bretaye HGe4/4 no.32 together with two
brightly “liveried” coaches in a sort of panoramic style.
Summer 1998 Photo: John Jesson

Clouds on the Brienzer Rothorn
(P R Arnold - Plateway Press) @ £7.50
Mountain Rack Railways of Switzerland
(J R Bardsley - Oakwood Press) @ £9.00
Mountain Railways & Locomotives from
old Picture Postcards
( K Taylorson - Plateway Press) @ £9.00

All prices post free from

Brian Hemming, 3 Little Heath Road, Chobham, Woking, Surrey, GU24 8RP
(Please make cheques payable to Swiss Railways Society)

Right. A nice view of the new station at Wengen
showing some complex trackwork for a rack railway.
Photo: R Little. Below: One of the new Martigny-
Chitelard BDeh4/8 units waiting departure at
Martigny. 1999. Photo: David Swann
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